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By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

THE MIDDLE EAST and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit, which opens 
in Amman tomorrow, will 
devote itself to granting the 
private sector the freedom to 
operate freely since such 
freedom is vital to achieving 
sustainable economic growth. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
said Friday. 

The King, addressing a 
gathering at Asturias. Spain, 
where he accepted the presti- 
gious Prince of Asturias Con- 
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Qatar: No gas to Israel until after peace 

DOHA (AFP) — . Qatar, which has raised the possibility of piping 
gas to Israel, will not supply any until the Middle East peace 
* s completed, the country's leader said Friday. Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani told the official news agency 
QNA that the project, first raised last year, was still under 
discussion but would not be finalised yet. "We don't have anv 
objection to Qatari gas going to Israel after the current peace 
process b accomplished" said Sheikh Hamad. Doha announced 
on July 29 that it would become the first Gulf Arab state to open 
an official representation in the Palestinian seir-rulc areas, but has 
sofar said it would be premature to do the same with Israel. Israeli 
officials visited Qatar for the first time in June 1994 to attend a 
session of Middle East multilateral talks on weapons non- 
proiueratjon. However, Doha has repeatedly stressed the heed for 
progress in the peace process between Israel and Lebanon and 
Syria. Doha said last year it would be ready to sell liquefied natural 
ras to Israel through a pipeline, if the two normalised ties and if 
the project was profitable. 
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Russian envoy 
arrives in Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Rus- 
sian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Victor Possuvalyuk arrived 
here Friday for talks with 
Syrian leaders, the official 
news agency SANA said. Mr. 
Possuvalyuk underlined 
“Syria's important role in the 
Middle East peace process." 
and said his two-day visit was 
particularly aimed at impro- 
ving bilateral relations, the 
agency said. The Russian en- 
voy last visited Damascus in 
July, when he held raiks with 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa on the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 


Qatar ready to stop 
appeal over Bahrain 
dispute 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Qatar 
said Friday it was prepared to 
withdraw an appeal to the 
International Court of Justice 
over a 50-year-old border dis- 
pute with Bahrain if Saudi 
Arabia succeeds in mediating 
in the row. “Qatar is still 
ready to withdraw its re- 
course to the court if the 
mediation led by Saudi Ara- 
bia reaches an acceptable 
solution,” said Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
al Thani. The Gulf Cooper- 
atio Council (GCC) is due to 
meet at the end of December 
in Muscat to discuss border 
disputes between its mem- 
bers. 


1 dead, 14 injured in 
Fort Bragg attack 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
gunman opened fire on Frv 
day at an air force base at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
killing one person and injur- 
ing 14, a base official said. 
"Fifteen soldiers from the 
82nd Airborne Division were 
shot at approximately 6:30 
a.m. here today while con- 
ducting physical training." 
said base spokesman Tim 
Donahue. "One soldier is 
confirmed dead and 14 have 
been admitted to Fort 
Bragg's Womack army 
medical centre.” It was not 
known how serious the in- 
juries were. A soldier was 
arrested and taken into cus- 
tody. The names of the sus- 
pect and the victims have 
been yet been made public. 

Italy to hostEU 
summit in June 

ROME (AFPj ■— Italy will 
host a summit of the Euro- 
pean Union's (EU) 15 heads 
of state and government in 
Jane 1996. Italian Prime 
Minister Lamberto Dini 
announced on Friday. Fol- 
lowing a Rome meeting of 
ihe EU Council of Ministers, 
Mr. Dini announced the June 
22-23 summit and other key 
EU meetings to be held dur- 
ing his country's six-month 
tour of duty at the head of the 
European policy-making 
body, including an informal 
, get together of foreign minis- 
ters in Palermo on March 
9-10. 

All flights to Kabul 
airport suspended 

Kabul i afp) — ah flights 

into Kabul were temporarily 
suspended on Friday as 
another barrage of rockets 
rained down near the capit- 
al’s airport, a security officer 
said. He said planes were 
being re-routed' to a military 
airport in perimeter. 50 
kilometres north of the capit- 
al. The four rockets landed 
harmlessly on a hill outside 
the airport permiter, the 
officer said. There were no 
casualties. At least five rock- 
ets were fired at the airport- 
on Wednesday and 10 on 
Tuesday. 

Assali passes away 

AMMAN (Petra) — Promin- 
ent historian Kamel Jamil Al* 
Assali, author of many books 
and publications on Jeru- 
salem, Palestine and Islamic 
History among many other 
subjects, passed away in Am- 
man on Friday. The de- 
ceased. who taught histOTy at 
various educational institu- 
tions, the last of which was at 
[he University of Jordan, was 
•atd to rest in Amman. 
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MENA seeks to build 
private-public sector 
partnership - King 

HM, accepting Prince Asturias prize, 
reaffirms commitment to democracy , 
political pluralism and human rights 


* * «. 



cord Award for 1995, reaf- 
firmed Jordan's commitment 
to peace as well as to demo- 
cracy, political pluralism and 
respect for human rights. 

While it has made peace 
with Israel, Jordan also real- 
ises that there "remains much 
work to be done” to nurture 
and sustain peace, said the 
King, who made the stopover 
at Asturias on his way home 
from attending the U.N.'s 
50th anniversary celebra- 
tions. The Prince Asturias 
Concord Prize was awarded 
to him in recognition of his 
efforts for peace in the Mid- 


dle East. 

Addressing the gathering, 
the King emphasised that 
“the bedrock of stability and 
genuine security lies in eco- 
nomic prosperity, and the 
closing the of gap between 
the wealthy and the less for- 
tunate.” 

“It is here that Europe 
must play a role, for now is 
the hour of Europe." said the 
King. “1 do not speak of 
North against South, but 
rather of partners that share 
in the legacy of the right and 

(Continued on page 7) 






His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath and His Royal Highness Prince Hashed Ben Al Hassan, 
on Friday visits the special press centre set up for the Oct.29-31 Middle East and 
Middle East economic summit 

Regent reviews I Window Oil ‘globalism’ 
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EU troika defies Israeli 
call, visits Orient House 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A European 
Union (EU) delegation met 
senior Palestine "Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
ai the organization's de facto 
headquarters in East Jeru- 
salem on Friday to the fury of 
Israeli leaders.* 

The European troika de- 
legation. representing the 
countries holding the im- 
mediate past, present and fu- 
ture presidency of the EU, 
met the PLd minister of 
Jerusalem. Faisal Husseini. 
at the Orient House. 

Before the visit, the de- 
legation. led by Spanish 
Foreign Minister Javier Sola- 
na. met a furious Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Tel Aviv earlier 
Friday. Israel has banned the 
Palestinians from any politic- 
al activity in Jerusalem. 

“The only address to meet 


members of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) is 
in the self-rule territories. 
That is what is stipulated in 
the accord between us and 
the Palestinians." Mr. Rabin 
told them, according to his 
spokeswoman Aliza Goren. 

The troika, which began a 
tour of the Middle East on 
Thursday, arriving in Cairo 
and Beirut, met PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat in Gaza City 
before visiting the Orient 
House. They signed a deal 
for a European Investment 
Bank loan of 300 million dol- 
lars to cover badly needed 
infrastructure work in the 
Palestinian territories. 

Israel captured and 
“annexed” the Arab eastern 
sector of Jerusalem in 1967.” 
but has not received interna- 
tional recognition for its dec- 
laration that the Holy City is 
its undivided and eternal 


capital. 

It periodically tries to per- 
suade visiting diplomats not 
to go to the Orient House 
with varying degrees of suc- 
cess. 

Asked earlier in the day by 
reporters about the troika's 
plans to visit the PLO head- 
quarters on Friday. Mr. Peres 
said: "I'm not particularly 
happy about it.” 

During the meeting. Mr. 
Peres told Mr. Solana. 
according to a foreign minis- 
try statement: “The Euro- 
pean position is asking for 
trouble and is particularly 
bizarre in the light of the 
massive majority by which 
the U.S. Senate adopted the 
decision to move the U.S. 
embassy in Israel to Jeru- 
salem." 

Mr. Peres was referring to 

(Continued on page 7) 


summit facilities 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on Fri- 
day inspected preparations 
for the three-day Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit, which 
opens here on Oct. 29, and 
was briefed on the final 
arrangements to receive par- 
ticipants and journalists who 
will be covering the event. 
Prince Hassan voiced satis- 
faction with the preparations 
and arrangements and 
praised the efforts made to 
ensure the success of the 


Prince Hassan met at the 
MENA summit press centre 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
and Information Minister 
Khaled Al Karaki and issued 
directives on certain aspects 
relating to the opening ses- 
sion. 


HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, has paid tribute to 
the Jordan Times on its 20ih 
anniversary and wished the 
newspaper success in 
"spreading the message of 
globalism." 

In a brief message, the 
Crown Prince’s Press Office 
sent on his behalf to the 
editor of the Jordan Times on 
Thursday. His Royal High- 
ness quoted from a’l7th cen- 
tury French classical author. 
Due de la Rochefoucauld: 
"Celui qui croit pouvoir se 
passer de tout le monde se 
trompe, mais celui qui croit 
qu’on ne peut se passer de lui 
se trompe d'avantage.” 

A translation of that quota- 
tion, which appeared as one 
of 500 epigrammatic reflec- 
tions on universal human be- 
haviour collected under a 
publication (in 1665) called 


the Maximes. reads as fol- 
lows: "Those who believe 
they can do without the world 
deceive themselves: but those 
who believe the world cannot 
do without them deceive 
themselves even more.” 

La Rochefoucauld was an 
aristocrat whose writings 
were generally cynical with 
self-interest seen by him as 
the source of all action. On a 
more positive note, he recog- 
nised honesty as the aspect of 
human nature that holds soci- 
ety together. 

‘in paying tribute to the 
20th anniversary of the Jor- 
dan Times the Press 
Office, on behalf of His 
Royal Highness, wishes you 
all success in spreading the 
message of globalism." the 
message said. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel does not pin much hope 
on Christopher’s visit to Syria 


Israel considers PLO bid to 
speed up Jenin withdrawal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said Friday 
he was considering a request 
by Palestinian leader Yasser 
A'rafat to speed up a troop 
puUback from Jenin, the first 
West Bank town to be turned 
over to the Palestinians under 
the new Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy agreement. 

Mr. Peres said Mr. Arafat 
made the request in a tele- 
phone call Thursday evening. 

“Clearly the chairman 
would like to see it speeded 
up, but we have to consider 
the orderly redeployment." 
Mr. Peres told reporters. 
“We shall try to do whatever 
we can to meet the two de- 
sires." 

Asked by reporters in 


Gaza City about the begin- 
ning of the redeployment, 
Mr. Arafat said Friday that 
“there is no accurate, honest 
implementation” to the 
autonomy agreement, and 
that he hoped the situation 
would be corrected. 

Redeployment began in 
Jenin earlier this week when 
Israel moved out of a police 
station and five senior 
Palestinian officers arrived to 
coordinate with Israel the 
arrival of 1.000 police by 
mid-November. On Sunday, 
another 18 to 20 armed 
Palestinian officers were to 
be deployed in Jenin. 

Mr. Arafat asked Mr. 
Peres in their telephone con- 
versation to allow an addi- 
tional 150 Palestinian police- 
men to enter Jenin by Sun- 


day. Mr. Peres said he had 
not responded yet. 

Colonel Ribhi Arafat, 
Palestinian commander of 
the West Bank liaison office 
with Israel, said Israel was 
hesitant for fear there would 
be overlapping authorities. 

“The Israelis told us that 
they have fears that their 
might be frictions if many 
Palestinians in uniforms and 
weapons wander in the city 
while Israeli soldiers are still 
there," said Mr. Arafat, who 
is not related to the PLO 
Chairman. 

Mr. Arafat, stopped by re- 
porters as he left Friday 
prayers, would only say: 
“Handing Jenin to the 
Palestinians did not start yet. 

(Continued on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Friday he did not 
expect stalled peace negotia- 
tions with Syria to be revived 
by the upcoming visit of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to Damascus. 

"For the time being it 
looks like nobody is in a 
hurry." Mr. Peres told repor- 
ters. “I regret it. because I 
think that we have to work 
very seriously for a compre- 
hensive peace, but we cannot 
see any change in the Syrian 
position." 

In spite of his pessimism. 
Mr. Peres said it was useful 
for Mr. Christopher to visit 
Syria, to see if anything had 
changed in the Syrian position. 
Mr. Christopher is scheduled 
to visit Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad in Damascus 
on Monday. 

“If something will be new. 
then the negotiations will be 
reopened," Mr. Peres said. 
"If not. we shall again return 
to the waiting line." 

Syria broke off negotia- 
tions between the Israeli and 
Syrian army chiefs of staff 
earlier this year. It has re- 
fused to resume talks unless 
Israel drops its insistence on 


retaining an early warning 
station on the Golan Heights 
as a condition for withdraw al. 

Mr. Peres spoke after 
meeting a delegation from 
the European Union (EU) 
presidium, currently led by 
Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana. The delegation 
will also be visiting Syria, and 
Mr. Solana said he would 
convey the views of Mr. 
Peres and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to Mr. Assad. 

Earlier, in a radio inter- 
view. Mr. Peres suggested 
Syria was reluctant tomake 
peace with Israel because it 
would raise questions about 
the presence of Syrian forces 
in Lebanon. 

“Assad is finding himself 
quite isolated. There is in his 
eyes a certain advantage to 
this isolation." Mr. Peres 
said. "As long as he is iso- 
lated he can hold onto Leba- 
non. with the Arab World 
saying nothing about this. If 
he’ embarks on the road to 
peace, it is likely to raise 
problems for him!" 

Mr. Rabin, at his meeting 
with the EU delegation on 
Friday, accused Syria of 
trying to stop other Arab 
countries from establishing 
relations with Israel. Israel 


Radio said. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Rabin 
would meet Mr. Christopher 
in Amman during the Middle 
East and North Africa econo- 
mic summit opening there on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Peres said they would 
ask Mr. Christopher to press 
Syria over Damascus-based 
groups opposed to rhe Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace accord 
whose militants have carried 
out suicide attacks against 
Israelis, and on guerrillas in 
Lebanon that Israel says 
Syria could curb. 

Mr. Christopher will make 
the Damascus stopover of 
several hours of his way back 
from Amman. 

A Stale Department 
source said the visit was 
aimed at "touching base with 
Assad" and that no break- 
throughs were expected. 

Mr. Christopher does not 
intend to visit Israel during 
the trip. 

The secretary of state was 
able to add the Damascus 
visit because of the delay in 
Bosnian peace talks next 
week in the United States, 
which are now set for 
Wednesday, officials said. 


Most Palestinians favour some form of union with Jordan 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More than two- 
thirds of Palestinians are in 
favour of some sort of future 
union between their territor- 
ies and Jordan, an opinion 
poll published Friday 
showed. 

The poll, carried out by 
two research institutes in 
Nablus and Jordan, showed 
that 74 per cent of those 
questioned were in favour of 
some kind of union, 22 per 
cent were against and four 
per cent expressed no opin- 
ion. 

Among those in favour of a 
union. 60 per cent want a 
confederation of two sepa- 
rate states, seven per cent a 
federation within one com- 
mon state, while 25 per cent 
would like the territories to 


be simply integrated into Jor- 
dan. 

Eight out of 10 of those 
questioned believe Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians have 
special links, according to the 
results of the poll. 

Part of the survey was car- 
ried out in mid-October 
among a representative sam- 
ple of 1,144 people in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip by 
Centre for Palestinian Re- 
search and Studies in Nablus. 

The Strategic Studies Insti- 
tute of Jordan University car- 
ried out the other part of the 
research, questioning 1,600 
people, including 400 Palesti- 
nian refugees. 

The researchers said there 
was a three per cent margin 
of error. 

The study, r. leased on Fri- 
day by the Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the Uni- 


versity of Jordan, — and 
drawn from samples from 
Jordan, refugee camps, the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip — 
showed that 77 per cent of 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and 77.5 per cent Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip are in 
favour of unified constitu- 
tional links with Jordan. 

While Palestinians inter- 
viewed in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip favoured confed- 
eration with a percentage of 
44.7 per cent in the West 
Bank and 53.7 in the Gaza 
Strip, 51.8 per cent of Jorda- 
nians showed interest in res- 
toring the pre-1967 status of 
the territories. 

The highest percentage to 
favour this shape of unity, 
however, was refugee camp 
residents whose support was 
rated at 6S.6 per cent. 

“This is understandable.” 


said Mustafa Hamameh. the 
centre's director. “They want 
independence but they want 
some kind of links with Jor- 
dan too. 

The study involved 1.200 
Jordanians, 400 camp resi- 
dents. 729 West Bankers and 
415 Gazans. It was the fourth 
study conducted by the cen- 
tre in Jordan. 

The first opinion poll, on 
the future of the Jordanian- 
Paleslinian relationship, con- 
centrated mainly on the 
domestic dimension. It was 
followed by roundtable dis- 
cussions in April. The Febru- 
ary study, released in 
September, showed consen- 
sus among the political and 
social circles in Jordan that 
relationship between Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians must 
be treated through innovative 
approaches that take into 


account the uniqueness and 
particular it ic:. of society. 

This study also showed that 
Palestinians believe in the un- 
ique and positive relationship 
that exists between the two 
peoples. However. Palesti- 
nians expressed different 
views over the existing rela- 
tionship between the Palesti- 
nian authority and Jordan. 
Syria and Egypt. 

The study showed that the 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip be- 
lieved that the relationship 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and the Egyptian government 
was better than its rela- 
tionship with the Jordanian 
government. 

While 84.9 of those inter- 
viewed in the Gaza Strip be- 
lieved the PNA to have close 
ties with Egypt, only 74.1 per 


cent believed the authority 
maintain*; dose ties with Jor- 
dan. In terms of its rela- 
tionship with Syria, the per- 
centage was the lowest, 
showing only 28 per cent of 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank who think 
the PNA has strong relations 
with Syria. 

The study 3 Iso showed that 
63 per cent of Palestinians 
interviewed in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip believed the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty ensured Jordan's full rights 
in security while only a small 
percentage said Jordan se- 
cured its rights in land and 
water. 36 and 25. S respective- 
ly. However, a majority of 
Jordanians, in all cases.’ be- 
lieved Jordan secured its full 
rights in the three domains. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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11th hour 
contacts 
continue 
on M.E. 
bank 

Bv Nenmeen Murad 

Special fo the Jordan Time s 

AMMAN — A day before 
the opening of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit, the fate of 
3 regional bank and a parallel 
financial intermediary institu- 
tion to be based in Amman 
hung in ihe balance as nego- 
| nations between Jordan and 
Egypt continued Friday, 
according to a Jordanian and 
other sources. 

According ro these 
sources, the two countries 
were still bogged down in 
negotiations over an impend- 
ing announcement of the 55 
billion regional bank, to be 
based in Cairo, and another 
regional institution to be 
bused in Amman. 

The sources, who insisted 
on anonymity, told the Jor- 
dan Times that. Amman had 
lent its approval to the estab- 
lishment of a regional bank in 
Cairo but not without condi- 
tions which Egypt has tailed 
to accept so far. 

According to these 
sources. Jordan t\ insisting 

that a-.. Middle East North 
Africa Financial Intermedi- 
ary Organisation (MENA- 
FIO) be established in Am- 
man. 

While Cairo has accepted 
the concept, these sources 
say. it has also insisted that 
the proposed institution 
assume a "modest" posture 
and be later integrated into 
the operation of the regional 
bank when it is established in 
about two years. 

The sources indicated that 
if Cairo continues to refuse to 
allow for the establishment of 
a "meaningful" parallel in- 
stitution to the bank. Amman 
may no longer be interested 
in the establishment- of the 
bank, a senior Arab source 
told the Jordan Times. "It is 
a package deal.” the source 
said. 

While Jordanian officials 
have refused to reveal 
whether Jordan has made its 
acceptance of the bank con- 
ditional on the Egyptian 
acceptance of the 
MENAFIO-stvIe. one Jorda- 
nian source said that Jordan 
was insisting lhai the 
Amman-based institution be 
“an elaboration ot the RED- 
WIG (Regional Economic 
Development Working 
Group) multilateral secretar- 
ial to turn it into a viable 
institution with "meaningful 
presence and on equal foot- 
ing with the bank." 

Jordanians who feel that 
Cairo should not steal the 
show from Jordan, the 
second Arab country to sign a 
peace treaty with Israel, insist 
that “we want it (MENA- 
FIO) to have teeth and 
meat." the source told ihe 
Jordan Times. 

The Jordanians appeared 
to accept that MENAFIO 
would later merge into the 
regional bank but they were 
reluctant to elaborate on de- 
tails ai this time. 

According to the Jordanian 
source. Washington has said 
that it would support the 
establishment of the econo- 
mic regional institutions if the 
core countries of the Middle 
East peace partners reach 
consensus on them. These 
are Egypt. Jordan, the 
Palestinians and Israel. 

The Europeans have said 
that they support the estab- 
lishment of MENAFIO in 
Amman "on equal footing" 
with the regional bank. 

According to the sources. 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates are set against 
participating in the establish- 
ment of a regional bank 

Gulf countries, which are 
represented in REDWIG 
multilateral secretariat. 
• however, would be expected 
to become partners m the 
Amman-based institution. 

Jordan. Israel. Egypt and 
the Palestinians have been 
meeting with some 4tl other 
states since Januarv to decide 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Experts call for speeded-up 
talks on Jerusalem’s status 


Saudi bomber killed 
himself, official says 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Former U.S. ambassador to 
Israel, Samuel Lewis, said 
the longer it takes to start 
talks on the final status of 
Jerusalem the “harder the 
compromises are going to 
be,” in light of demographic 
factors on the Israeli side, a 
reference to the Israeli 
annexation of Arab land and 
populating the city with an 
increasing number of Jews. 

In a panel discussion enti- 
tled “Jerusalem: Dimensions 
of A Unique City,” spon- 
sored by the Columbia 
School of Law at the Catholic 
University of America on 
Oct. 24, Mr. Lewis and two 
prominent law professors and 
jurists debated the “Jeru- 
salem Embassy Act of 1995," 
which the Senate and House 
passed by overwhelming ma- 
jorities as tbey spoke. 
Another panelist. Congress- 
man Beniamin Gilman, 
chairman of the House Inter- 
national Relations Commit- 
tee, arrived late because of 
the roll call vote. 

Mr. Gilman, lauding the 
legislation during a reception 
following the panel discus- 
sion, allayed concerns that 
the peace process would be . 
adversely affected as a result, 
and said, “we finally did what 
we should have done,’' 
emphasising that Jerusalem 
“should be the capital of 
Israel.” 

Mr. Lewis, who served as 
ambassador to the Jewish 
state from 1977 to 1985, de- 
scribed the question of the 
embassy move as a “red her- 
ring" and “the least impor- 
tant issue” at present, mainly 
because it does “not solve the 
problem of Jerusalem.” He 
maintained that the legisla- 
tion was passed in light of 
what he described as “special 


interest politics.” 

But the retired diplomat 


said there is “growing dissi- 
dence” among Israelis, some 


of whom believe tbey should 
confront the issue of Jeru- 
salem now, and others who 
believe Israel should “surren- 
der assets.” Mr. Lewis be- 
lieves that among Palesti- 
nians, Yasser Arafat is play- 
ing the Jerusalem card be- 
cause of its importance to his 
people and to underline the 
fact that Gaza has been less 
than wbat they expected. 

He went on to stress that 
the Palestinian entity “has to 
have a relationship to Jeru- 
salem” otherwise peaceful 
existence will be in peril. 

" Mr. Lewis said it was the 
United States which now 
brought the Jerusalem issue 
to the fore — “to the front 
pages.” 

Among the commentators 
also was Marshall Breger, a 
senior fellow at the Heritage 
Foundation and a visiting 
professor at the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America who has 
held several high positions in 
the Department of Labour 
and was once President 
Reagan's liaison to the Jew- 
ish community. 

■ Mr. Breger noted that the 
■ location of an embassy “does 
not mean we recognise the 
city where it is located as the 
capital," citing as examples 
East Berlin in the former 
East Germany, and Abuja, 
Nigeria. He added that in 
1999, if the law is enforced, 
the U.S. embassy will be in 
West Jerusalem — “which is 
agreed upon in the American 
context as Israeli.” 

Mr. Breger outlined the 
U.S. stance regarding Jeru- 
salem since 1967. saying it 
fluctuated between the posi- 
tion of the former U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations. Arthur Goldberg, 
who shortly after the Six-Day 
War said the 1967 Israeli 
annexation of East Jerusalem 
“cannot be but interim,” and 
former U.S. Ambassador to 
the U.N. Charles Yost who 
declared that East Jerusalem 


is “occupied Arab territory." 
At any rate, successive U.S. 
administrations have held 
that the holy city should “re- 
main unified," whereas 
American politicians have 
supported both unification 
and the embassy move. 

Mr. Breger, who published 
several articles on the subject 
of Jerusalem, maintained . 
that the president, should 
keep in mind three factors in 
deciding on the move: access 
to holy places; whether the 
move would lead to a “more 
stable environment" and spe- 
cifically whether a Palestinian 
entity can “survive without a 
foothold in Jerusalem”; and 
what effect this law will have 
on the peace process. 

The third discussant in the 
panel was UCLA political 
science professor Steven 
Spiegel who specialises in 
foreign policy in the Middle 
East and who served as a- 
Middle East advisor to then- 
. Governor Bill Clinton in 
1992. Spiegel said it is the 
wrong time to bring the 
embassy issue to the fore- 
front and that “we ought to 
.let the Israelis and Arabs 
make their decision” regard- 
ing Jerusalem. 

Mr. Spiegel enumerated 
the benefits of the peace pro- 
cess to Israel, including an 
improved economy, its wel- 
come status in Eastern 
Europe and countries like 
Japan and India, and its gain- 
ing compacts and normalisa- 
tion. 

The issue of Jerusalem, he 
said, has great and serious 
problems, potentially, but it 
is not an issue we, “as Amer- 
icans, should exacerbate.” 
He opined that “we can 
facilitate the peace process 
such that Jerusalem will not 
be a deal breaker but a deal 
sealer.” He reiterated that 
the parties “have to decide 
the future (on the city) be- 
cause they are doing the talk- 
ing." 


Sudan rebels launch early 
dry season assault in south 


NAIROBI (R) — Rebels are 
mounting an early dry season 
offensive against government 
troops in southern Sudan and 
have made their biggest adv- 
ance in four years, aid work- 
ers and diplomats said on 
Friday. 

• The workers, declining to 
be identified, said they con- 
firmed through what one cal- 
led “relatively independent 
sources" that the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) had seized the south- 
ern town of Parajok on 
Wednesday and poshed 
northwards. 

“It appears significant. It is 
the largest rebel advance 
since 1991. What they seem 
to have done is beaten Khar- 
toum in the race to kick off 
the dry season,” a diplomat 
told Reuters. 

SPLA spokesman Steve 
•Wondu said on Friday that 
the rebels, after killing 
wounding or dislodging some 
3,000 Sudanese troops from 
Parajok on Wednesday, had 
pushed up to 80 kilometres 
north. 

“Our information is fight- 
ing started on Thursday in 
Magwe,” said Mr. Wondu. 
"The enemy forces aban- 
doned the villages of Obo 
and Paiotaka after Parajok so 
the main enemy force is out- 
flanked.” 


Aid officials had uncon- 
firmed reports of fighting in 
Magwe. 

The general command of 
the Sudanese armed forces in 
Khartoum said in a statement 


on Thursday that a battle had 
been under way with - the 
SPLA for the past few days in 
the Parajok direction. 

It said rebel pockets moved 
against the area after failing 
elsewhere and it accused 
Uganda of supporting the 
SPLA. “Our forces faced 
them with courage and hero- 
ism," the army added. 

Asked what had changed 
to reverse SPLA fortunes, 
analysts said the SPLA had 
received increased support 
from the Ugandan govern- 
ment, which is angered by 
attacks from Ugandan rebels 
with bases in south Sudan. 

"We are undear whether 
this just means arms or what 
but the Ugandan connection 
is the only factor that har- 
dened," one said. 

“The Ugandans threatened 
this year to go to Sudan 
themselves to hit at the rebels 
but the SPLA is now doing 
the job for them." 

Some aid offidals, howev- 
er, said the SPLA might en- 
counter stiff resistance from 
the government army and the 
conflict remained unwinn- 
able. 

Uganda flatly denies back- 
ing the SPLA in its 12-year- 
old war against Khartoum for 
greater autonomy of inde- 
pendence for the Christian 
and animist south from the 
Muslim and Arabised north. 

Uganda broke diplomatic 
relations with Sudan in April, 
accusing Khartoum of back- 
ing rebels of the Lord's Re- 
sistance Army, a fun- 
damentalist Christian group. 


“We are fed up with these 
insinuations that we cannot 
do anything without Ugan- 
dan support. Uganda gives us 
nothing," said the SPLA's 
Wondu. "We are fighting the 
government of Sudan." 

The dry season offidally 
starts in three weeks in the 
south and lasts until April 
and is the best period for 
fighting. 

Sudan’s government forces 
have launched dry season 
offensives for several years 
and last year tried but failed 
to capture SPLA bases just 
north of Sudan's border with 
Uganda. 

“The rebels apparently 
heard the government would 
start activities in three weeks 
and pre-empted it. They took . 
the initiative for the second 
year in a row.” an aid offidal 
said. 

“It appears to be a diffe- 
rent story from the years 
before. Now it is a security 
problem for Uganda. A 
SPLA success in the region 
just north of the border is in 
the interests of Uganda." 

The offensive followed a 
series of ceasefires in the 
south since April negotiated 
by former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter, but he himself 
had warned that warfare was 
possible in the dry season. 

An estimated 1.3 million 
people have died during the 
civil war from the conflict 
itself and related famine. 
Nearly three million people 
have been forced from their 
homes in the south. 


DUBAI (Agencies) — a 
S audi national suspected of 
bombing a crowded mosque 
committed suicide on Thurs- 
day after firing at policemen ■ 
who surrounded his hideout, 
the Interior Ministry said. 

Saudi Television/ quoting 
an Interior Ministry state- 
ment, said a Saudi security 
man was killed inadvertently 
by friendly fire during the 
attack. 

The statement said that af- 
ter surrounding his hideout in 
the rugged mountainous area 
of Wadi Tours. the security 
forces called on the suspect, 
Abdullah Elen Mohammad 
Ben Sa'ad A1 Amri, repe- 
atedly to surrender. 

Instead, "he opened fire at 
them from a rifle... which 
forced the forces to toss a gas 
bomb at him and to advance 
towards him.” 


"When he found that they 
are closing on him, he blew 
up himself with a bomb simi- 
lar to that he previously used 
in attacking the mosque, and 
he died instantly,” the state- 
ment added. 


Saddam tells Baath 
party to allow debate 


BAGHDAD (R) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
told leading members of 
Iraq's ruling Baath Party to 
allow more open public de-‘ 
bate on government policy. 

Addressing leaders of 
Baath Party branches, mass 
organisations and trade un- 
ions, he said the presidential 
referendum last week in 
which he won more than 99 
per cent of the vote showed 
that loyal Iraqis need not fear 
they were alone. 

"So it's no shame for you 
to say to your people that you 
want* to carry out such-and- 
such an idea and what do you 
think? To say we want to lead 
ftrou and we want you to say 
■fiat's wrong and what’s right 
m the way we lead you." he 
said. 

“Or to say we want to 
mobilise vou so tell us how to 


mobilise you... there’s plenty 
of scope for individual judee- 


of scope for individual judge- 
ment.” 

President Saddam, in a 
speech delivered on Wednes- 
day and broadcast on Thurs- 
day .and broadcast on Thurs- 
day, said the referendum had 
set a precedent for taking 
initiatives. 

"It was the first time this 
has happened on such a scale. 
It was also the first rime the 
party and the people have 
been left a wide margin to 
innovate, because there are 
details no committee or lead- 


er can cover." he said. 

"To leave a margin for 
interaction, innovation and 
initiative, you must rely on 
the method ' of guidance 
rather than instruction, 
general guidance, that is sea- 
ting the target and the basic 
ways towards the target? 

President Saddam was 
vague about what the target 
might be, but it certainly 
included economic develop- 
ment. defending Iraq against 
foreign enemies and asserting 
Iraq's natural role as "the 
intellect, the conscience and 
the sword of the Arab Na- 
tion.” 

He said the referendum 
took an historic decision be- 
cause the Iraqi people had 
faced two paths — "the path 
of retreat, of submitting their 
will to rite foreigner, or the 
path which expresses their 
authenticity and their patriot- 
ism." 

He said the 3,052 Iraqis 
who voted "no" in the re- 
ferendum would not have 
done so if they had known 
that everyonAlse was going 
to vote, "Yes." 

He added: "The weak at 
heart will pull themselves 
together afte seeing that 
everyone voted “Yes” and 
those who had disease in 
their hearts will seek treat- 
ment and those who wished 
ill on Iraq from abroad will 
ail despair.” 


End to strike comforts 
Ciller, but snags remain 


ANKARA (R) — Be- 
leaguered Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller has 
been boosted by the end of a 
big labour strike, but doubts 
over planned early polls and 
the economic strains of a 
workers' pay rise deal still 
cloud her horizon. 

Her aim of sealing a cus- . 
toms union with Europe 
ahead of polls set for Decem- 
ber remains in the balance as 
Turkey’s European allies 
appear disappointed with an 
appeals court decision to re- 
lease just two of six jailed 
Kurdish deputies. 

Thousands of state workers 
returned to work on Friday 
after a five-week strike ended 
when the government and 
trade unions reached a pay 
rise settlement worth SI. 3 bil- 
lion. 


“Most sectors are resuming 
work immediately from to- 
day." said Yildirim Koc, a 
senior official at Turkey's 
largest trade union confed- 
eration Turk-IS, which struck 
the pay deal with Ms. Ciller's 
government on Thursday. 


He told Reuters all-work- 
ers wbb look part., in the 
strike that helped sink. Ms. 
Ciller’s minority government 
in a confidence vote earlier 
this month would be back at 
work by Monday. 


The end of the strike of up 
to 335,000 public workers 
comes as immediate relief for 
Ms. Ciller, but Thursday’s 
big pay settlement, expected 
to cost Si. 3 billion in 1995 
alone, will hamper her efforts 
to cure the economy’s ram- 
pant ills. 
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Arab League denies 
blacklisting Giuliani 


Eight people were killed in 
the attack last Friday in a 
crowded mosque in Quba vil- 
lage in Bisha, a mountainous 
tribal area in the western 
province of Asir. 

Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz was 
quoted by the television as 
saving that King Fahd 
ordered the post-mortem 
promotion of the killed 
policeman to a higher rank 
and of paying his family 
200.000 Saudi rivals 
(S53,000). 

The King also ordered that 
the families of the victims 
should each receive 100.000 
rivals (526,660). Prince Nayef 
said. 

The Saudi police had inten- 
sified their search for Amri. a 
retired non-commissioned 
officer who had served in 
Saudi dvil defence, by using 
airplanes in mountain re- 
gions. 

The Saudi government, 
moving swiftly to quell spe- 
culation of political dissent, 
said Amri had been involved 
in a dispute over land with 
some people in the mosque. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League on Friday denied re- 
ports that it had blacklisted 
the mayor of New York for 
expelling Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat from a concert 
earlier in the week. 

The United Arab Emirates 
CUAE) semi-official daily A! 
Ittihad reported on Friday 
that Mr. Arafat, chairman of 
the Palestinian National Au- . 
ihority, had asked the Arab 
League to urge its 22 mem- 
bers'" to bar the entry of New 
York Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani. 

But the league 'secretary 
general, Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. told AFP: “This is 
the first time I have heard 
such reports. During my 
meeting with Arafat on 
Wednesday in Cairo he did 
not ask that the mayor of 
New York be put on the list 
of parties and people boycot- 
ted by the Arab League.” 

AI Ittihad said Mr. 
Giuliani was to be considered 
“as pereona non grata who is 
banned from entering all 
Arab countries" after he ex- 
pelled Mr. Arafat from Mon- 


day's concert for world lead- 
ers attending the U.N. 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 

The State Department, the 
United Nations. Arab- 
Americans and even the Jew- 
ish former mavor of New 
York. Ed Koch, blasted 
Giuliani while U.N. Sccrci- 
arv General Boutros Ghali 
was repotted to have apologised 
to Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Giuliani had made it 
clear last w&ek that Mr. Ara- 
fat and Cuban President 
Fidel Castro were not wel- 
come at the concert, but 
Palestinian officials said the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader had 
been invited by the United 
Nations. 


At the United Nations. 
Arab diplomats said they 
wanted Mr. Giuliani barred 
from the U.N. headquarters 
and condemned for "un- 
acceptable behaviour.” 

On Friday, representatives 
of 21 Arab countries and the 
PLO organised a com mince 
to consider a response to Mr. 
Giuliani's action. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanon forest fires put out 


BEIRUT (R) — Civil defence workers have put out 92 
forest and bush fires raging in mountains and hills across 
Lebanon. Interior Minister Michel AI Murr said on Friday. 
"A total of 92 fires started on Thursday in various 
Lebanese regions have been put out." Mr. Murr told 
Reuters. He said the fires were caused by hot weather. A 
civil defence official said firefighters were still battling a 
blaze in a mountain region near the tillage of Jeeta. about 
20 kilometres northeast of Beirut. The official National 
News Agency said the fires destroyed dozens of hectares of 
forests. In November I*w$. British air force Wessex 
helicopters helped douse forest fires in mountains south- 
east of Beirut. 


Murder of Italian linked to Somali clan rivalry 


MOGADISHU (AFP) •— A Somali newspaper said Friday 
an Italian female doctor murdered in Somalia earlier this 
week was killed due to rivalry between two^sub-clans of 
Mohammad Farah Aidecd's larger Habr Gedir group. 
Graziella Fumacalli was shot dead on Sunday and her 
colleague, biologist Christoforo Andreoli, received serious 
facial injuries when four gunmen stormed a hospital run by 
the humanitarian group Caritas-Italia in Merea. IDG 
kilometres south of Mogadishu, and opened fire. The 
Panorama newspaper said that the Duduble. sub-clan, to 
which the gunmen belonged, had complained Caritas-Italia 
was "dominated" by employees from the Ayr sub-clan. In 
another development,- the chairman of the Merca-based 
Southern Somalia National Movement. Abdi Warsame 
Issak. said the murder of Fumagalli was “politically 
motivated” and dismissed claims there were religious 
reasons behind it. 


Two Swiss nationals drown in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — Two Swiss nationals have drowned 
while swimming in the sea at the Cypriot resort of Protaras. 
the official Cyprus News Agency reported. It identified the 
two as Adolf Meier, 42, and Heidi Muller. 52. The two 
drowned when they went swimming Thursday afternoon, 
ignoring warnings by lifeguards that the sea was too rough. 


Mrs. Rajavi arrives in Oslo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Maryam Rajavi. the president of the 
National Council of Resistance of Iran, has arrived in Oslo 
and was received by leading members of all five main 
political parties of the country, the ruling Labour Party, the 
Christian Democratic Party, the Centre'Party, the Soaalist 
Party, and the Conservative Party, and members of the 
Norwegian parliament. Members of the Committee for the 
Defence of Human Rights and Values in Iran also received 
Mrs. Rajavi. The Norwegian police set up unprecedented 
security measures for the arrival of Mrs. Rajavi, and press 
reports described her as “the Iranian regime's No. 1 
enemy" and the woman who has "vowed to topple the 
Khomeini regime.". According to Massoud Rajavi. the 
chairman of the National Council of Resistance of Iran. 
Tehran tried its best to obstruct the trip. 


Informer shot dead by militants in Egypt 


MINYA (AFP) — Militants on Friday shot dead a 
Christian tractor driver who helped Egyptian security 
forces flush out fundamentalists hiding in sugarcane fields, 
police said. Samir Kama! Atallah, 25 /was killed as he was 
walking in the streets of the village of AI Roda close to 
Mallawi, 300 kilometres ( 186 miles) south of Cairo. He had 
also supplied police with information leading to the arrests 
of militants from his home village, the nearby AI Bayadiya. 
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7 indicted 
in illegal 
American 
exports 
to Iran 


COLUMBUS (R) — Seven 
people have been indicted m 
an alleged conspiracy to ex- 
port sensitive electronics 
equipment to Iran, the Jug. 
ticc Department said on 
Thursday. 

“The shipment of sensitive 
military radios, scramblers 
and decoders to a rogue State 
such as Iran is a serious threat 
to national security,- 1 said 
Fdmund Sargus. U.S. attor- 
ney for Ohio’s southern dis- 
trict. 

The seven indicted include 
(wo Iranian-born U.S. 
dtizens and an official of die 
Iranian Defence Ministry. If 
convicted the defendants 
could face millibns of dollars 
in fines and long prison 
terms. Mr. Sargus said. 

Only the two Ir&nian- 
A men cans are in the United 


States. Mr. Sargus said. The 
others live either in Iran, 


which does not have an ex- 
tradition treaty with the Un- 
ited States, or the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The two U.S. citizens were 
released from custody after 
surrendering their passports, 
Mr. Sargus said. 

Two trading companies 
based in Tehran and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates were also 
indicted. 

"The U.S. Customs Ser- 
vice considers this case to be 
among the most significant 
export enforcement inves- 
tigations in the country in 
recent years,” said Craig 
Ziegler, resident agent in 
charge of the Customs Ser- 
vice. 

The indictments charge 
that between 1991 and 1994, 
about $500,000 in electronics, 
communication equipment, 
computers and other items 
were exported without an ex- 
port licence, Mr. Sargus said. 

Radio, encryption devices, 
which can be used to scram- 
ble intelligence messages, 
were of special concern, Mr. 
Sargus told Reuters. 

Federal law prohibits any 
export of some items due to 
their military sensitivity, and 
the national defence 1 author-' 
“ isation act of 1992 specifically 
prohibits shipment to Iran of 
any of the items involved. 

The 43-count indictment 
contains charges of conspira- 
.cy, money laundering, fraud 
and illegal exporting and 
seeks forfeiture of cash and 
property, Mr. Sargus said. 

Charged were Elham 
Abrishami. 42, and Mohsen 
Abrishami, 42. a married 
couple who live in Dublin, a 
Columbus suburb. Behrouz 
Dolatzadeh, an official with 
the Iranian Defence Ministry 
in Tehran, Mohammad Sale- 
hizadeh, Hassan Gholan Ali 
Fallah and Ali Dcrakhshan, 
all of Tehran, and Jimsheed 
Khodaghlipour of Hanofee! 
General Trading Est.. a Un- 
ited Arab Emirates company, 
Mr. Sargus said. 

Hanofeel and Tak Neda 
Co. Ltd. of Tehran were the 
companies indicted, Mr. Sar- 
gus said. 

The indictments charge 
that through the trading com- 
panies, the defendants ship-: 
ped the items to the United 
Arab Emirates and from 
there to Iran, Mr. Sargus 
said. 

The indictments also 
charge that with an unnamed- 
co-conspirator, the U.S. cou-. 
pie had invoices and state-' 
ments related to the export s 
altered. The indictments also] 
charge that money to buy the] 
equipment was wired fromj 
Iranian banks into accounts 
in the U.S. controlled by the! 
Abrishamis. I 
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Home News 


Queen tells Israeli daily all parties in 
region must be able to define their rights 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 28, 1995 


TEL AVIV (AP)— Closer 
ties will be difficult “until 
there is a feeling that all the 
parlies in the region have 
achieved their rights — that 
the Palestinians, the Jorda- 
nians, the Syrians, have a 
right to define their future,** 
said Her Majesty Queen 
Noor in an interview pub- 
lished Friday in Yediot 
Ahronot, Israel’s largest 
newspaper 

“The people in the Arab 
World — not only in Jordan 
— listen to every word that 
is being said on your side,” 
the Queen told the Israeli 
reporter. 

“Every initiative, every 
activity, every gesture. 
They are following yon 
with seven eyes because we 
are still in a stage of uncer- 
tainty. There are many sus- 
picions concerning every- 
thing that is happening.” 

A year after the historic 


peace treaty between Jor- 
dan and Israel, Queen 
Noor has yet to visit Israel 
or even to meet many 
Israelis. 

Queen Noor is not the 
only Jordanian staying 
away from the Jewish state, 
only 3,000 Jordanians had 
visited Israel by September 
of this year, compared to 

73,000 Israelis visiting Jor- 
dan. 

The Queen said she 
would like to learn more 
about Israel and Judaism 
and to visit Palestinian 
communities in the West 
Bank and Gaza — “some- 
thing I couldn’t do up to 
now because of the occupa- 
tion.” 

“And of course — 
Jerusalem,” she added. 

The Queen said she and 
His Majesty King Hussein 
share a deep desire for 
peace in the Middle East. 


“This is an issue that 
deepened the ties between 
us even before we got mar- 
ried,” she said 
King Hussein, the Queen 
said is “a shy and quiet 
man.” 

“I have become a better 
human being with his help 
and his influence,” she said 
“Not only did he deepen 
my knowledge, but also my 
feelings for others and my 
patience, even my love, and 
mainly my faith, faith in 
myself, faith in humanity.” 
The Queen said she was 
not sure until the last 
minute last year that there 
would be peace with Israel. 

But, she added “I have 
lived in the region for 20 
years, 1 had a hunch that 
things were leading 
towards a peace agree- 
ment” 


Princess Sarvath praises achievements 
of UWC national committee, students 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan 
met with members of the 
Jordan National Committee 
of the United World Col- 
leges as well as several stu- 
dents who benefited from 
the scholarship programme 
sponsored by the National 
Committee, a Royal Court 
s tateme nt said 

Princess Sarvath, who 
recently ended her more 
than one decade chairman- 
ship of the committee, 
expressed her pleasure at 
having worked with the 
committee members and 
thanked them for their sup- 
port and interest during the 
past years in selecting Jor- 
danian scholarship students 
to study abroad, die state- 
ment said 

The Princess said she val- 
ues her 12 years of associa- 
tion with the United World 



Colleges and is prond of the 
achievements of the Jor- 
danian students who bene- 
fited from die scholarship 
programme. 

At the meeting, Wednes- 
day, tiie students and mem- 
bers thanked Princess Sar- 


vath for personally initiat- 
ing the scholarship pro- 
gramme, and for setting the 
norms and the standards of 
objectivity in selection, and 
most of ail for her concern 
for the welfare of each stu- 
.dent. . 


Minister outlines how universities 
can play a post-MENA role 


.,‘u- 1111TV n si. AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
. ;i Mi Sikbk- ter of Higher Education 
. i. vJ nu-ie E Rateb Saond Friday said 
j: .mite the Middle East and North 
4; ii f Africa (MENA) economic 
" 1,1 e 'J *]£ summit is not to be regard- 

'uiMirtJ J ed as an international con- 
uU ' h ■*"' '' vfc SMtium of donor countries, 
. ,:i1 ' 1 " Ji C h,ranuJi “Wing participants to 
In fibo£ MENA are not coming here 
. i Mi to he }P fond Jordan’s 
! ' jitf nmveraties or other institu- 
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: : ,i ■! |h: a working paper on the 

HI n inJ"-' Kj capabilities of the Jordan- 
. ..: .* ian universities and their 

• role in helping to support 

v> “. lL ' h l . ‘.pjjnsi economic projects. 
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! Mr ^ private universities in add i- 
tzem to AL al Bayt Universi- 
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FILM 

^ * "Oliver Twist" at Instituto Cervantes at 
m 5-OOpm. 

^ SEMINAR 

. flfl- 
!h pU' l ‘ 

* "Between Art and Music" by As'ad 
„C/ Mohammad Ali at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art, Gardens Street at 630pm. 

t & LECTURE 

l .ii 

"“The Future of the Palestinian Banking 
1 System (Arabic, by Dr. Fouad Bseiso, gov- 
Hnor of the Palestine Central Bank, at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 
.«■ 1 fiJJOpm. 


ty which has an 
international nature, have a 
total of 2,700 Ph J3. holders 
teaching in various disci- 
plines and sciences. 

Dr. Saoud added that 
more than 55,000 students 
are enrolled at these 
universities, including 

10,000 non-Jordanian stu- 
dents. 

He said universities can 
play a role in conducting 
feasibility studies for 
investment projects in Jor- 
dan, preparing engineering, 
technical and construction 
designs for the various pro- 
jects, and in providing 
tr aining . 

They also can carry out 
assessments for various 
projects and work out solu- 
tions to problems which 
might in^pair the smooth 
implementation of the vari- 


ous economic schemes in 
question. 

He noted that most of the 
Jordanian universities have 
specialised departments 
capable of carrying out 
such tasks, including con- 
sulting aDd technical ser- 
vices centres. 

Dr Saoud said Jordan 
ranks third worldwide in 
terms of the number of stu- 
dents in the 18-23 age group 
who are enrolled in higher 
education institutions. 

He said that investment in 
private-sector education 
has become an example for 
the region, adding that 

25,000 students are 
enrolled in the six private 
universities in the King- 
dom. The first of these, be 
said, was established six 
years ago. 


Plants l 


^ BOOK FAIR 

“’Jp * Kfth International Book Fair at the Unt- 
>i'JJ|Versal Expo Centre, University Road 


RANI HAMIDA FALL EXHIBITION 

• The Bani Hamid a Women's Weaving Pro 
ject presents "Winds of Change" its fall 
exhibition at the Jerusalem Insurance Com- 
pany in Shmeisani (tel. 65S696) 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Paintings by Saiam Kanaan and ceramics 
by Najwa Annab and Margaret Tadros at 
Alia Art 

Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artists Nazem Hamed 
at Orfali Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artist Saleh Jumai'i at 
Ab'ad Gallery. 

•Paintings by Shakir Hassan Al-Said at the 
French Cultural Centre. Posters on Louis 
Pasteur's achievements, 
in science. 

• Selected works by the young and the 
established at The Gallery, Hotel Inter- 
Continental. 


Delegations start arriving for MENA summit 


AMMAN (Petra.)— Arriv- 
ing in Amman Friday ahead 
of the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic s ummi t were delega- 
tions from Canada, Russia, 
Palestine, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Yemen, Singapore 
and New Zealand. 

Among those arriving were 
Canada’s Foreign Minister 
Andte Ouellet, Russia’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Victor Posovalyuk, Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) under secretary of 
'Planning Majdi Khaled and 
representatives of the Fed- 
erations of Chambers of 
Commerce in the West 
Bank and Gaza and the 
Palestinian Businessmen’s 
Association, Saudi Arabia’s 
minister of trade, Ousama 
Ben Jafiar Faqih, Qatar’s 
under secretary of the Min- 
istry of Finance and 
National Economy, Yousef 
Hussein Kamal, and the 
president of the Qatari 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Jassem Al Tham, a 
Singaporean delegation, 
Yemen’s deputy prime min- 
ister and minister of plan- 
ning and development, 
Abdul Qader Bajamal, the 
under secretary of the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs 
Ghaleb Ali J amil and the 
under secretary of the Free 
Zonses Corporation, Abdul 
Karim Muteir, and New 
Zealand's Ambassador to 
Turkey. 

Canadian Foreign Minis- 
ter Andte Ouellet, who is 
leading a large delegation 
from his ministry and the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency 
(CIDA), said that his coun- 
try will submit several pro- 
ject proposals which have 
already been discussed with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
during his last visit to Cana- 
da. 

Mr. Ouellet said his coun- 
try appreciates King Hus- 
sein’s efforts and his role in 


convening the Amman 
su mmi t. The summit will 
offer participants the oppor- 
tunity to contribute to the 
peace process through 
regional projects, he said. 

Peace efforts by the world 
community to establish sta- 
bility in the Middle East 
will, in turn, reflect most 
positively on international 
relations, added Mr. Ouel- 
let. 

The Canadian delegation, 
comprising members of its 
private and public sectors, 
reflects the country’s com- 
mitment to helping make 
the conference a success as 
well as its determination to 
contribute to the implemen- 
tation of investment pro- 
jects. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and senior 
officials along with Canadi- 
an Ambassador to Jordan 
Michel de Salaberry wel- 
comed the Canadian minis- 
ter and his delegation upon 
arrival. 

In his arrival statement, 
Mr. Posovalyuk said that 
Russia hopes the MENA 
summit will be directed at 
achieving integration 
between the economies of 
the Middle East countries. 

The Russian delegation 
will submit proposals for 
projects on water desalina- 
tion, and energy as well as 
railway and road construc- 
tion schemes and gas, oil 
and water pipelines and 
will back efforts for estab- 
lishing a Middle East 
Development and Invest- 
ment Bank. Mr. Posovalyuk 
said. 

Khalid Usseili, a busi- 
nessman from the West 
Bank who arrived with the 
Palestinian delegation told 
Petra that “ in order for the 
peace process to succeed, it 
should be coupled with an 
economic development 
plan to improve the 
region's economic perfor- 
mance, change the hostile 
atmosphere which pre- 


t 




m 

1 *■ $ 











Minister or Foreign Affairs Abdul Karim Kabariti Friday receives Canadian Foreign 
Minister Andr£ Ouellet upon his arrival in Amman to attend the Middle East and 
North Africa economic summit which starts Sunday (Petra photo) 


vailed in the region in the 
past, and alter the quality 
of life of the citizens.” 

Mr. Usseili stressed that 
the MENA summit is the 
mechanism to ensuring 
economic development 
He said participants in 
the conference should 
demonstrate to the ordinary 
citizen thar a tangible 
improvement will result 
from the peace making 
process. 

Mr Usseili stressed the 
importance of providing 
financing to the regional 
projects in order to ensure 
the success of the peace 
process. 

Another businessman 
from Jerusalem said the 
MENA summit will con- 
tribute to enhancing the 
Middle East peace process. 
Hanna Ghazawi said 
‘’Palestinian businessmen 
will initiate dialogue with 
Jordanian and Arab busi- 


nessmen on setting up 
development projects, par- 
ticularly in the area of 
tourism and bousing.” 

Saudi Minister of Trade 
Ousama Be on Jaffar Faqih 
said he was glad to be visit- 
ing his “second country, the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan,” a praised the special 
relations between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. Mr. 
Faqih said the MENA sum- 
mit is a positive and impor- 
tant step on the path of 
enhancing regional peace 
and security. He wished the 
conference every success. 

Sheikh Hamed of Qatar 
said that his country has 
prepared 22 proposals for 
the summit, adding that 
MENA is a continuation of 
the Casablanca economic 
summit which was held last 
year. 

The Singaporean delega- 
tion was led by Chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Com- 


mittee of Parliament Niman 
Ben Yousef who arrived in 
Amman from the West 
Bonk Friday. 

Mr. Ben Yousef said his 
delegation intends to scruti- 
nise the various proposals 
and projected schemes on 
the agenda before deciding 
on its participation. 

He added that his country 
was keen on contributing to 
(he construction of sea and 
air pons in which it has 
wide experience. 

Yemen’s deputy prime 
minister and minister of 
planning said in his arrival 
statement' that the confer- 
ence will enhance Jordan's 
drive to attain a compre- 
hensive peace 

The Yemeni delegation 
will submit several propos- 
als, one of which is for the 
creation of a free- trade zone 
in Aden as one of the 
regional schemes, he said. 


IAF weekly asks Rawabdeh about politics in 
schools, peace process and Iraqi defector 


AMMAN (J.T.) — School 

teachers should not be 
politically active at schools 
and instead should dedicate 
themselves solely to their 
educative mission. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Education Abdul 
Rao of Rawabdeh said in an 
interview with Al A’mal, 
the weekly magazine of the 
Islamic Action Front. -■ 

Teachers who wished to 
discuss politics should do 
so in their own political 
forums, he said. 

In an interview with the 
Islamic Action Magazine, 
Ml Rawabdeh said that the 
Ministry of Education does 
not want to see schools 
serving as political arenas 
in the same way that the 
government does not want 
to see mosque minbars 
(pulpits) serving as political 
rostrums. 

“We have allowed the 
opponents of the peace 
process to air their views 
openly on television 
because the government 
favours dialogue, but it 
does not accept accusations 
of treachery levelled at it,” 


said Mr. Rawabdeh, him- 
self a former member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
group. 

Asked why die govern- 
ment had failed to deny 
accusations by Salameh 
Ne’matt in the London- 
based Al Hayat newspaper 
that government officials 
were among Jordanians 
who had received payments 
from Iraq, Mr. Rawabdeh 
said it was the duty of the 
government and Parliament 
to investigate cases of mon- 
etary corruption. 

Ml Rawabdeh said that 
referring the case to court is 
an exercise of democracy 
and he denied that the gov- 
ernment was involved in 
the case. 

“We respect Mr. Ne’matt 
as a person, but he has to 
disclose to the court the 
name of officials who gave 
him the information and 
those who received 
money,” said the minister. 

When asked whether 90 
per cent of the projects to 
be submitted to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic s ummi t 



Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 

were related to services and 
tourism, and if they entailed 
the creation of service sec- 
tor jobs for Jordanians as a 
way to end unemployment, 
Mr. Rawabdeh said Jordan 
has a duty to provide facili- 
ties and services because 
business cannot be con- 
ducted without telephones, 
roads, railways or airports 


problem in the country. 

Asked why Iraq was not 
invited to the conference, 
Mr. Rawabdeh said circum- 
stances concerning the 
sanctions do not allow that 
country’s participation, but 
he added that despite Iraq’s 
absence, Iraqi-Jordanian 
relations would not likely 
to be affected. 

Syria and Lebanon both 
have important roles in the 
region, and without them 
no comprehensive peace 
can be anticipated, the min- 
ister said in reply to a ques- 
tion on both countries’ 
absence at the conference. 

The minister said that Jor- 
dan had extended invita- 
tions to Damascus and 
Beirut but had received no 
reply in return. 

The minister was asked 
whether there were differ- 
ences in views among 
members of the Cabinet 
concerning the Iraqi defec- 
tor, Hussein Kamel. 

Opponents of the govern- 
ment claim that such differ- 
ences exist, the minister 
said. But he also added that 
“differences in views is 


something healthy and nat- 
ural, but in this case there 
were no differences in 
views, and the government 
was dealing with this mat- 
ter in a very satisfactory 
and successful manner.” 

Asked about Jordan’s 
relations with Syria, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, the 
minister said that reconcili- 
ation was always Jordon's 
solution, and that the coun- 
try will work relentlessly to 
end inter- Arab differences. 

On his views of the Islam- 
ic Action From Party, the 
minister said he respected 
the front and its role despite 
the fact, be said, that it 
sometimes acts in an unde- 
mocratic manner. 

He said the government 
welcomes the opposition 
views but prefers dialogue 
and the democratic 
approach. 

Asked if it was true that 
as Minister of Education he 
had hired thousands of peo- 
ple from his election dis- 
trict, the minister strongly 
denied the allegation. 


‘Blind women must get career training to gain their independence’ 


By Lola KeHani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of 
professional women con- 
cluded at a five-day work- 
shop that the way to help 
blind women in the Arab 
Wodd gain their indepen- 
dence is through rehabilita- 
tion programmes for that 
focus on career trai ning . 
The women, who drafted 
and passed resolution on 
this particular issue, were 
themselves all blind. 

With proper career train- 
ing blind women can take 
their rightful place in the 
community, they said in 
introducing their resolu- 
tions which are to be pre- 
sented to the General 
Assembly of the World 
Blind Union, in Toronto, 
Canada, next year. 


One of the resolutions is 
to include Braille in voca- 
tional rehabilitation pro- 
grammes, in order to eradi- 
cate illiteracy and give 
women a wider range of 
choices. 

“I was introduced to 
Braille in a carpet weaving 
programme, from there 1 
continued my education 
and received a PhD. in his- 
tory,” said Sa’eeda Husni. 

In order for a blind person 
to function on au equali 
basis with others in the 
sighted world, courses on 
child care, mobility train- 
ing skills, and home eco- 
nomics should also be 
available to blind women, 
the workshop participants 
stressed. 

“To my knowledge these 
courses are not available in 
any country,” said Kiki 


Norstom, president of the 
International Blind 

Women’s Committee. 

Possessing these skills, 
personal grooming, and 
housekeeping, will create 
.self-confidence and inde- 
pendence, < said Ruth 
Chambers in her lecture on 
independence for blind 
women. 

Ms.Chambers also added 
that this independence will 
enable the blind to over- 
come shyness and help 
them to be more assertive. 

The workshop partici- 
pants elected four women 
to represent the Middle 
East and North Africa 
region at next year’s World 
Blind Union General 
Assembly. 

This four-member com- 
mittee will coordinate 
together for the next 10 


months, to define problems 
concerning blind women in 
the region. 

Hal a Kubesis,22, who 
was elected to the commit- 
tee, told the Jordan Tunes 
that the inability of some 
families and society to 
accept blind women can 
stand in the way of their 
enjoying their foil rights. 

“We need support in order 
to have self-confidence, 
which gives ns more energy 
to move and change.” said 
Ms. Kubesis who is in her 
fourth year at university in 
Lebanon. 

She added that, “as blind 
women we never see our- 
selves in the mirror and 
assume we are ugly and 
will never find love. 

Through my education 1 
gained confidence, and my 
low self- esteem disap- 


peared,” she said. 

Helen Shabib, also elect- 
ed 10 the new committee, 
said schools for the blind 
are not only the responsibil- 
ity of charitable organisa- 
tions, but that the govern- 
ment should shoulder their 
responsibility in that arena 
as well. 

At the end of the confer- 
ence, a nine-year-old stu- 
dent from The Noor School 
for the Blind told the Jordan 
Tunes that when she grows 
up she is going to become a 
lawyer. 

*i want to spread justice,” 
said Rawan Barakat — no 
doubt already sensing the 
discrimination her elder 
colleagues have stud they 
faced. 
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India amends election law 
to prepare for Kashmir polls 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Lidia has amended a key 
election law to hold the first 
legislative polls since 1987 
in Kas hmir in a desperate 
government attempt to end 
the country's most 
intractable problem, offi- 
cials said Friday. 

Under Indian election 
laws, if a candidate for par- 
liamentary or stale legisla- 
tive elections dies or is 
killed, polling in the con- 
stituency is put off until a 
later date which can be 
weeks away. 

But this rule has now been 
changed “so that (Muslim) 
militants don't resort to 
killing candidates left and 
right to sabotage the elec- 
tion," an official of the 
Home Ministry said 

The death of a candidate 
in the proposed elections, 
already postponed several 
times by New Delhi, will no 
longer be grounds for can- 
celling voting in the con- 
cerned constituency, offi- 
cials said 

Under the amended legis- 
lation, political parties 
would be allowed to substi- 
tute their nominees who die 
or ate slain before polling 
without affecting the elec- 


tions. 

A s imil ar amendment was 
also made ahead of the 
February 1992 balloting to 
elect a local government in 
the neighbouring state of 
Punjab at the height of a 
bloody Sikh separatist cam- 
paign that has since been 
crushed 

New Delhi has also asked 
Kashmiri bureaucrats here 
to be ready to go the north- 
ern stare for the proposed 
elections, and has ordered a 
large fleet of bullet-proof 
cars for poll campaigning, 
the officials said 

The developments under- 
line the Indian govern- 
ment’s determination to 
hold the Kashmir polls 
despite boycott and sabo- 
tage threats by Muslim sep- 
aratists waging an armed 
campaign in the Himalayan 
province since 1989. 

Indian officials say an 
election would restore 
democratic process in the 
northern state, probably iso- 
late guerrillas opposed to 
the polls as hardliners, and 
ease Western pressures on 
New Delhi over a political 
settlement. 

Kashmir. India's only 
Muslim-majority state, has 


been ruled directly by New 
Delhi since 1990. The last 
elections in 1987 were 
mariced by allegations of 
vote fraud. 

The current spell of feder- 
al rule over Kashmir ends in 
January. 

Home Minister 

Shankanao Chavan said last 
week that if the polls were 
again put off, “it would only 
encourage militants to cre- 
ate (more) trouble." 

Prime Minister- P.V. 
Narasimha Rao has been 
trying to coax the pro-India 
National Conference Party, 
which once ruled Kashmir, 
to take part in the polls. 
Newspapers say its supremo 
Farooq Abdullah may be 
willing. 

But Mr. Abdullah, a 
Muslim who is on the death 
list of Muslem militants, 
wants New Delhi to grant 
maximum autonomy to 
Kashmir before announcing 
the elections. Iodian politi- 
cal parties are divided on 
the issue. 

Mr. Rao directed his min- 
isters this month to ensure 
the availability of food- 
grains, kerosene, petrol and 
diesel in the strife-tom 
Kashmir Valley ahead of 


winter in a move aimed at 
winning voter sympathy. 
Mr. Rao’s Congress (I) 
Party says it has already 
begun an election campaign 
of sorts. 

“We have held some pub- 
lic meetings for the first 
time in the (Kashmir) 
Valley,” party spokesman 
Ved Ftakash told AFP here. 
“People in Kashmir are sick 
and tired of violence and 
want elections." 

but Muslim separatist 
leaders are equally firm on 
boycotting or sabotaging 
the elections, and say the 
polls would only result in 
more bloods ted in a state 
where more than 12,000 
have been killed by official 
count since 1989. 

Muslim leaders instead 
want a referendum to deter- 
mine the future of Kashmir , 
whose ownership is disput- 
ed by India and Pakistan. 

“The government can 
force elections on Kashmir 
... but this will only be a 
fraud and not a permanent 
solution," said Shabir Shah. 
Kashmir's most respected 
Muslim leader “It will not 
help things." 


Armenia reactivates Nuclear reactor 


YEREVAN (AFP) — An 
Armenian nuclear reactor at 
a power station shut down 
after a huge earthquake 
more than six years ago was 
switched back on a g ain 
overnight, the government 
said Friday. 

The reactor, one of two at 
the Oktemberian plant, is at 
minimum power but is due 
to be connected to the 
power network in two 
weeks and be running at 
normal capacity of nine mil- 
lion kilowatts per hour by 
the end of November. 

The plant, in an earth- 
quake-prone area 30 kilo- 


metres from the capital 
Yerevan, was shut down 
after an earthquake in 
December 1988 in which 
some 25.000 people died 

There are no plans to 
reopen the other reactor in 
the near future, according to 
the government commu- 
nique issued here. 

The relaunch of the reac- 
tor will boost Armenia’s 
power supplies as it tries to 
minimi se the effect of an 
energy embargo imposed by 
neighbouring Azerbaijan 
over the disputed territory 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The enclave is in 


Azerbaijan but controlled 
by Armenian separatists and 
more than 20,000 people 
died in fighting there 
between 1988 and a cease- 
fire deal in May last year. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency gave 
Armenian authorities the 
green light to switch the 
plant on again if modernisa- 
tion work was carried oul 

Armenian expens said 
however that, although the 
power station had been 
modernised, lack of cash 
meant only the most urgent 
work had been done. 


Japan proposes to cut 20 % of military 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's 
Defence Ministry proposed 
Friday to cut about 20 per 
cent of its allowed quota of 
troops and weapons in the 
first comprehensive review 
of the country's military 
strength in two decades, 
officials said 

The Defence Ministry’s 
proposed cuts will form the 
basis of a new, post-cold 
war version of Japan’s long- 
term defence policy guide- 
line. called the defence pro- 
gramme outline, to be 
issued in December. The 
current one was adopted in 
1976. 

“Prime Minister 

Murayama will take this 
table (ministry’s draft pro- 
posal) into account to pre- 
pare the new programme 
outline,” top government 
spokesman Koken Nos aka 
told a news conference 
Friday. 

The latest ministry pro- 
posal was submitted in 
Friday’s National Security 
Council meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Tomiictu 
Murayama, the highest 
decision-making organ on 
defence issues. The council 
will finalise a new outline in 
December. 

Until 1990, Japan’s 
Defence Ministry had been 
officially describing the 
Soviet Union as a “latent 
threat". With its demise, 
however, the government 
withdrew that 
Under the 1976 pro- 
gramme, Japan achieved a 
substantial military buildup 


with what was considered 
the second biggest defence 
budget in the world — at 
more than S50 billion a 
yean 

That would be several bil- 
lion dollars more if military 
pensions, which do not 
come under defence outlays 
in Japan, were added 
according to the formula 
accepted by NATO mem- 
bers. 

Earlier this month, the 
London-based International 
Institute for Strategic 
Studies (HSS) confirmed 
wbat bad long been pointed 
out by many military ana- 
lysts. 

“With the possible excep- 
tion of Russia, Japan now 
spends appreciably more on 
defence than any other 
country apart from the 
United States," said the 
HSS’s animal military bal- 
ance. 

In terms of numbers, the 
1976 document set out to 
achieve 180,000 troops in 
the army, 60 surface vessels 
in the navy and 350 fighters 
in the air force to repel a 
“limited aggression.” 

Most targets, except for 
the army’s size, have been 
met 

Friday’s ministry draft 
said the quota for the army’s 
troops will be reduced to 
144,000 from a ceiling of 
180,000. But the actual 
number of troops in the 
army now stands at aboat 
158,800 because of long- 
standing recruiting prob- 
lems. 


The 13 divisions in the 
army, called the Ground 
Self-Defence Force, will be 
reduced to eight, the draft 
said. New belicopter- 
mobile brigades will be 
introduced. 

Of the army’s 45,000 
reservists, 15,000 will be 
designated special 

reservists who can serve at 
48 hours notice, the draft 
said. Tanks will be cut from 
1,200 to 940. 

The navy, or Maritime 
Self-Defence Force, will 
slash 20 per cent of its 60 
surface vessels, halve its 
minesweeper fleet and 
reduce from 100 to 80 the 
number of P-3C anti-sub- 
marine planes. The 16-boat 
submarine fleet will not be 
affected. 

The air force, or Air Self- 
Defence Force, will cut 10 
per cent of its frontline 
strength of 350 fighters but 
will ask to introduce air- 
refuelling tankers, the draft 
said. 

Two of the army divisions 
to be abolished are in 
Hokkaido, the northernmost 
main island facing Russia, 
the draft said. 

Ministry officials said cre- 
ation of the helicopter- 
mobile units was in 
response to demands for a 
quick-moving force to meet 
acts such as the nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo’s subway 
in March and natural disas- 
ters like the massive earth- 
quake that killed more than 
5,000 people in Kobe in 
January. 


Japan cult guru rehires lawyer 


TOKYO (R) — The legal 
case involving the guru 
accused of masterminding 
the Tokyo subway gas 
attack took a bizarre turn 
Friday when the cult leader 
reappointed tbe lawyer he 
had fired just two days ear- 
lier. 

On Wednesday, the eve of 
his trial on charges of order- 
ing the subway attack, Aum 
leader Shoko Asahara had 
sacked bis private lawyer 
and thereby forced the 
Tokyo district court to call 
off the eagerly awaited pro- 
ceedings at the last minute. 

Then on Friday, with 


Japan still puzzling over his 
motives, Asahara promptly 
reinstated lawyer Shoji 
Yokoyama. Court officials 
said he made the move soon 
after the presiding judge 
ordered the selection of a 
separate, court-appointed 
lawyer to minimise disrup- 
tion in tbe case. 

Under Japanese law, mur- 
der trials cannot be held 
without at least one defence 
lawyer. A defendant can fire 
a privately hired lawyer but 
not one appointed by the 
court. 

It was still not clear when 
the trial might begin. 


It was also unclear 
whether the fire-and-rehire 
strategy was a deliberate 
ploy to delay the trial, as 
suggested by tbe Japanese 
media, or the result of mud- 
dled communications 
between tbe lawyer and 
Asahara, founder and guru 
of the Aum Shinri Kyo 
(Aum Supreme Truth Sect) 
doomsday cult 

The move left . Aum- 
watchers confounded. 

“I don’t know wbat these 
people are really up to but 
they are just trying to make 
a fool of die court,” said 
lawyer Masaki Kiio. 


Shooting 
ends S. 
Korea 
spy hunt 

SEOUL (R) — A suspected 
North Korean spy was shot 
in South Korea Friday, 
ending a massive three-day 
manhunt involving 20,000 
security forces, sniffer 
dogs and helicopters. 

Authorities first said be 
had died at the scene of the 
shooting, then said he died 
of his wounds in a military 
hospital. A hospital 
spokesman said the man 
was brain-dead but bis 
heart was beating on a life- 
support system. 

Tbe alleged Communist 
infiltrator was shot and 
captured in rugged bills 
near tbe town of Puyo, 140 
kilometres south of the 
capital Seoul. 

He had been on the run, 
apparently nursing a ballet 
wound on bis leg, since a 
gunfight with police 
Tuesday in which his col- 
league was shot and arrest- 
ed. 

The hospital spokesman 
said the alleged agent, 
identified as Park Kwang- 
Nam, 31, was flown to the 
capital 

Park was hit three times 
in tbe head and leg in thick- 
ly-wooded slopes where he 
had been hiding. He was 
spotted just 2 5 kilometres 
from the scene of tbe first 
clash. 

A Puyo police spokesman 
said one bullet wound on 
his leg apparently came 
from Tuesday’s clash. 

He was found with a 
Belgian-made browning 
pistol fitted with a silencer, 
four bullets, $1,500 in $100 
bills, 9,000 won (about 
$12) and a telephone card. 

South Korea issued a 
strong warning to 
Pyongyang over the 
alleged espionage incident, 
the second suspected infil- 
tration by Communist 
agents in a week. 

“The government sternly 
protests such irrational 
provocations by North 
Korea in the name of the 
(unified Korean) nation’s 
70 million people,” 
Information Minister Oh 
In-Hwan said. “If such 
provocations recur, we will 
not sit idly by." 

Security forces mounted 
one of the biggest man , 
hunts ever in South Korea, 
mobilising reservists and 
pulling troops out of a joint 
U.S. -South Korean mili- 
tary exercise. Helicopters, 
blasted loudspeaker 
appeals to the man to sur- 
render and save his life. 

Roadblocks were set up 
along highways around 
Puyo and the bunt extended 
as far north as Seoul. 


Former South Korean President Roh The-Woo rubs his eye during a news coherence 
at his home in Seoul to apologise for amassing a slush fluid of $650 million during tus 
tenure from 1987 to 1993 (AFP photo) 

Former South Korea president 
admits holding slush fund 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korea’s former President 
Roh Tae-Woo made a tear- 
ful public apology Friday 
for secretly amassing a 
S654 million slush fund 
while in office, sparking 
immediate calls for his 
arrest 

“I now feel limitlessly 
shameful for being a former 
president" be said in a tele- 
vision address. 

Reading from a prepared 
text and occasionally wip- 
ing away tears. Mr. Roh 
said he raised 500 billion 
won (S654 million) in polit- 
ical funds, keeping about 
170 billion won (S222 mil- 
lion) when he left office in 
February 1993 after five 
years. 

“Citizens how much frus- 
tration and rage buve you 
felt in the past few days?." 
Mr. Rob said. “It is natural 
that you have bursting rage 
and ’ accusations towards 
me." 

“This may sound like an 
excuse. But such political 
funds, although wrong, 
have long been our political 
practice," he said, addmg 
that the money was mostly 
raised in the form of dona- 
tions from businessmen. 

Mr. Roh was the last in a 
line of military-backed 
presidents that worked 
hand-in-glove with big 
business in an often sleazy 
alliance that powered South 
Korea’s economic develop- 
ment 

He told the nation he 
would report to legal 
authorities for questioning 


if necessary. 

A statement by the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party 
said it welcomed Mr. Roh’s 
statement he was prepared 
to be questioned. But it 
added: “We expect prosecu- 
tors to thoroughly investi- 
gate the truth and details of 
secret funds." 

The government’s senior 
prosecutor, Ahn Kang-Min. 
said although tbe prosecu- 
tion will look into the state- 
ment by Mr. Roh “there is 
□o change in our policy of 
continuing our investiga- 
tion, regardless of his state- 
ment". 

The opposition 

Democratic Party dismissed 
Mr. Roh’s apology as a 
sham and demanded his 
arrest. 

“In a word it was not an 
apology to the people but 
nothing but a fraudulent 
drama deceiving the peo- 
ple." a party spokesman 
said. “The government and 
prosecution must immedi- 
ately call Roh and arrest 
hirtL” 

Mr. Roh was finally 
forced into an apology after 
government prosecutors 
Thursday said they had 
uncovered a total of $130 
million of slush funds 
linked to him. 

Revelations about his hid- 
den fortune leaked out over 
a period of several days, 
mounting all the time and 
triggering a public outcry. 
Mr. Roh was abandoned 
even by leaders of the ruling 
party, which be once led. 

The scandal has 


embarassed President Kim 
Young- Sam, a close Roh 
ally, as he leads the ruling 
party into general elections 
next April. Mr. Kim took 
power from Mr. Roh 
promising to clean up gov- 
ernment 

Mr. Roh’s aides consis- 
tently denied Mr. Roh was 
sitting on illegal money, 
even after his former top 
security aide stepped for- 
ward to say he managed a 
48.5 billion won ($63mil- 
lion ) slush fund for his ex- 
boss. 

The scandal broke 
Tuesday last week when an 
opposition lawmaker told 
parliament he had been 
tipped off by bankers and 
individuals that Mr. Roh 
had secretly amassed a 
political fortune of 400 bil- 
lion won ($522 million). 

Mr. Kim, visiting Hawaii, 
told Korean reporters 
accompanying him Friday 
he had twice told Prime 
Minister Lee Hong-Koo 
that the government must 
carry out a thorough investi- 
gation. 

The ruling party adopted a 
resolution Thursday 
demanding Mr. Roh reveal 
tbe truth and apologise. 

In tbe Chinese capital 
Beijing, visiting South 
Korean opposition leader 
Kim Dae-Jung told 
reporters Friday Mr. Roh 
gave him two billion won 
($2.6 million) during the 
1992 presidential election 
period. South Korean media 
reported. 


19 perish in Iceland avalanche 

be diverted from Iceland 
Thursday. 

Flateyri is close to the 
small village of Sudavik, 
where 14 people were killed 
in an avalanche in January. 

tfhis avalanche came in 
the wake of a growing 
debate over whether author- 
ities should evacuate people 
permanently from villages 
in avalanche-prone areas, 
particularly Sudavik and 
Flateyri. 

Prime Minister David 
Oddson, stranded in New 
York by the airport closure 
at home, told Icelandic 
Television the disaster 
would be discussed at a spe- 
cial cabinet meeting Friday. 

“We can never completely 
control nature but it is clear 
that we must do something 
about this problem. I don’t 
think anyone could have 
foreseen that something like 
this might happen again in 
the same year," he said. 


REYKJAVIK (R) — At 
least 19 people were killed 
when an avalanche smashed 
into a tiny village in north- 
west Iceland Thursday, 
sweeping away houses in its 
path, rescue woikers said 
Friday. 

Rescue officials said the 
only person still listed as 
missing was a one-year-old 
baby. The search continued 
into the night at the remote 
northwestern village of 
Flateyri, they added 

Rescuers, working in bliz- 
zards, dug out Iff people 
alive from under the snow, 
among them a family of 
four. Their house was 
destroyed but they were 
unbanned 

An eyewitness described 
seeing snow and houses 
rumbling by as be stood in 
his kitchen. “I saw the 
bouse next to mine come 
rushing past me, completely 
intact," said Gunnar 
Valdimarsson. 

The identities of the vic- 


tims were being withheld 
while their relatives were 
notified 

The avalanche struck a 
residential area of tbe vil- 
lage at four a.m. (0400 
GMT) and buried 17 houses 
in snow and ice. Flateyri 
has about 300 inhabitants. 

Emergency teams with 
doctors and dogs used Coast 
Guard boats and helicopters 
to reach Flateyri — perched 
on the side of a fjord — as 
its roads were blocked in 
the bad weather. 

The region suffers the 
severest conditions in 
Iceland’s harsh winters. 
Only last January it was 
declared a danger zone 
because of the avalanche 
threat. 

“Our thoughts are with the 
people of Flateyri,” Justice 
Minister Thorsteinn Palsson 
said 

Bad weather in the region 
toppled electricity pylons 
and closed most main roads. 
International flights had to 


U.N. watchdogs say waste rampant 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The United Nations in 
Bosnia bought snowmo- 
biles it never used uniforms 
that were not needed and 
1,400 generators, many of 
which were not even taken 
out of their crates, accord- 
ing to a U.N. report on 
■waste. 

In Somalia, U.N. peace- 
keepers spent two-and-a- 
half times as much as they 
needed for water and over- 
paid a fuel contractor by 
almost $1 million. 

These and other examples, 
of gross U. N. waste are 
contained in the first report 
by the new head of the U.N. 
Internal Oversight Agency. 

It comes after dozens of 


world leaders, including 
President Bill Clinton, 
marked the 50th anniver- 
sary of the organisation 
with demands for financial 
reform and streamlining. 

“The bureaucracy has 
grown without pruning for 
many years, procedures and 
structures have become too 
rigid frustrating creativity 
and individual initiative; 
overlapping and duplication 
of responsibilities have not 
been adequately addressed 
let alone eliminated" Karl 
Paschke said in the report. 

The audit reviews die past 
seven and a half months 
since the Oversight Agency 
was established 

Mr. Paschke said that as a 


result of his oversight 
department, some S4 mil- 
lion in overpayments have 
been recovered or prevent- 
ed and an additional $13 
million in savings has been 
identified 

“Congress is always ready 
to criticise, but clearly I 
must say that while it does 
not happen overnight, inter- 
nal oversight is beginning to 
have an impact on *the 
organisation.’’ Mr. Paschke 
told reporters after releasing 
the report. 

But he added that the U.N. 
financial crisis, caused in 
part by Washington's $1 3 
billion debt to the organisa- 
tion, is hampering efforts to 
reform. 


Alec Baldwin 
arrested for 
battery 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Alec Baldwin was arrested 
Thursday for allegedly 
punching a photographer 
who tried to take pictures 
of the movie star and his 
actress wife Kim Basinger 
they arrived home with 
their new-born daughter. 
Police said Baldwin, 37, 
was booked on one count 
of misdemeanor battery 
and released on his own 
recognisance after the inci- 
dent outside the couple's 
man sion til SUburiteB 
.Voodland Hills. Baldwin 
allegedly struck Alan 
Zanger, a freelance photog- 
rapher well known among 
Hollywood's papparaad 
corps, as he waited to take 
pictures when Baldwin and 
Basinger drew up is their 
car. TTic 5 1 -year-old pho- 
tographer reportedly com- 
plained that his nose was 
broken. In a statement 
released Thursday night, 
Baldwin said be had 
repeatedly asked Mr. 
Zanger to leave his family 
alone. “Anyone with a 
shred of human decency 
would understand that 
there are times in your life 
when you want your priva- 
cy respected, whether you 
are a public figure or not," 
Baldwin said. “1 do believe 
that bringing your wife and 
3-day-old baby home from 
the hospital is one of those 
occasions. 1 asked him to 
repeatedly stop filming us 
and he refused each 
request." Baldwin said. “I 
dispute his contention that I 
broke his nose or caused 
any facial damage." but 
B aldwin said he was “sorry 
for any problems caused 
and I lode forward to Mr. 
Zanger and ! putting this 
behind us.” Mr. Zanger 
reportedly placed Baldwin 
under citizen's arrest after 
the incident. He told police 
Baldwin jumped out of the 
family car and hit him with 
a closed fist, according to 
television news reports. 

Cliff Richard 
receives 
Knighthood 

LONDON (AP) — Cliff 
Richard, Britain’s most 
durable rocker, received a 
knighthood from Queen 
Elizabeth II Wednesday — 
and said be was glad it 
wasn’t just for singing. 
“It’s no great shakes being 
a rock star, although I love 
it myself,” said the 55- 
year-old new Sir Cliff. His 
award cites his charity 
work and that, he said, 
“lifts it above what I do for 
a living.” He is reputed to 
be the favourite singer of 
the 95-year-old Queen 
Mother. Richard, who says 
he’s been celibate since an 
affair with a guitarist’s wife 
30 years ago, has had 115 
hits since tbe 1950s, 
including Bachelor Boy, 
Travellin' Light, and ’1 
Love You. 


After 50 years, 

U.N. institutes no 
smoking ban 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 

— As more than 100 world - ' 
leaders discussed how tbe 
United Nations could meet 
the challenges of the 21st 
century, the world body 
sprung one immediate 
reform on them all: 
Banning smoking on its 
premises. The very day the 
129 leaders were celebrat- 
ing the U-N.’s 50th 
anniversary, the ban went. 
into effect Tuesday at the 
U.N. Headquarters, one of 
the last bastions of resis- 
tance to New York’s strin- 
gent anti-smoking laws. An 
internal communique 
announcing the measure 
said the organisation had 
the moral responsibility of 
providing a safe environ- 
ment to its staff. But while 
most smokers in New Yoik 
have to puff their cigarettes 
on the sidewalk, U.N. 
diplomats and staffers will 
be allowed to enjoy a 
smoke in a few places 
exempt from the ban. (tee 
third of all eating areas 
inside the building will be m 
reserved for smokers, as 
will the largest meeting 
halls, although the habit 
will be “discouraged" at all 
times 
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MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
spent a comfortable night 
in hospital after being 
taken ill with a mild heart 
attack, but was expected to 
spend a week there recov- 
ering. top officials said 
Friday. 

“He is ok, be is ok, he is 
ok,” Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin told 

reporters. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
Ml Yeltsin, 64, was likely 
to spend a week at the 
Central Clinic-Hospital. 
He was rushed there by 
helicopter Thursday after 
being taken ill at a country 
retreat ■ 

Ml Yeltsin’s press 
spokesman, Sergei 

Medvedev, speaking sepa- 
rately to reporters in the 
Kremlin, said die president 
had spent a peaceful night 
and rose early as usual. 

“At die moment his arter- 
ial pressure and tempera- 
ture are normal,” Ml 
M edvedev said. 

After news broke 
Thursday of Ml Yeltsin’s 
new bout of heart trouble, 
aides said the president had 
been exhausted by his trip 
to France and to the United 
States where he had a sum- 
mit meeting with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

He suffered a similar 
mild heart attack in July, 
apparently caused by the 
same “ischaemic condi- 
tion” in which the supply 
of oxygen is restricted. 

Ml Chernomyrdin, who 
would automatically take 
over as acting head of state 
if Ml Yeltsin were inca- 
pacitated, said Ml Yeltsin 
had not finished a course of 
treatment for a cold before 
leaving joaiiisJSoaeign trip 
last Friday.'. 

The- preriHerv.spteaking at 
an economic seminar, said 
he did not think the presi- 
dent’s illness would have a 
negative impact on the 
campaign for Russia's Dec. 
17 parliamentary electioa 
“There is no reason to get 
worried about this ” he 
said. 

Aides have said there is 
no reason for a temporary 
transfer of power to Ml 
Chernomyrdin, 57. 

“There is no question of 
replacing Mr. Yeltsin. The 
president is in charge. 
There is no indication so 
far that he cannot carry out 
his duties," presidential 
spokesman Igor Ignatyev 
said Thursday. 

The sudden illness has 
ruled out a visit to China 
scheduled for Nov. 9 to 1 1 
and may have dealt a blow 
to Russia's hopes of 
reasserting its role in 
Balkan diplomacy by stag- 
ing a Bosnia summit in 
Moscow next Tuesday. A 
visit by Mr. Yeltsin to 
Norway is also in doubt. 

The news also sent jitters 
through world markets, 
with the German mark, 
Russian debt prices and the 
rouble slipping. But the 
overall market reaction 
was restrained and some 
traders even suggested Ml 
Yeltsin’s departure would 
clear the air in Moscow. 



A woman keeps vigil over the bodies of her relative and a seven-day-old baby killed 
in a suspected IVuml Tiger massacre of 24 civilians in the remote Sri Lankan hamlet 
of Hearthhal millewa (AFP photo) 


U.S. rules out troop cuts in 


Japan; NATO team in Bosnia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Defense Secretary William 
Perry ruled out reducing 
U.S. troop levels in Japan 
but said Wednesday he was 
open to suggestions for 
ways to make the American 
presence there “more con- 
genial” to local civilians. 

In an interview with news 
aggney reporters, Mr. Perry 
said fie" woaid be'taking spe- 
rific 'proposals to Tokyo 
hext.week on.how tpfdefuse 
a growing crisis over the 
U.S. troop presence in 
Okinawa, which hosts the 
bulk of American forces in 
Japan. 

Sentiment in Okinawa bas 
been inflamed by the Sept. 
4 rape of a 12-year-old 
Okinawan schoolgirl 
allegedly by two U.S. 
Marines and a sailor. 
Thousands of Okinawans 
protested against the U.S. 
military last weekend. 

Ml Perry, speaking in his 
Pentagon office, said he 
would consider changing 
the kinds of exercises U.S. 


troops perform on Okinawa 
and other adjustments “to 
make it more congenial to 
the people who live in the 
proximity of our bases.” 
But he was firm in saying 
the overall size of the U.S. 
force in Japan would not be 
cut He said he saw no sense 
in changing the number of 
American troops in any of 
the -three -key Asian- posts; 
South Korea, Okinawa and 


Japan proper. It is the 
Clinton administration’s 


policy to maintain 100,000 
troops in Asia. 

“I have no intention, no 
prospect, of backing off that 
number,” Mr. Perry said. 

The United States has 
about 37,000 troops in 
Korea, 26,000 on Okinawa 
and about 20,000 elsewhere 
in Japan. 

On another topic, Mr. 
Petty disclosed that a small 
NATO team had entered 
Bosnia in recent days to sur- 
vey roads, bridges and other 
infrastructure. The purpose, 
he said, was to gain a better 


knowledge of the condi- 
tions that would face a 
NATO-led military force if, 
as planned, it was called on 
to enforce a Bosnia peace 
deal. 

He said the NATO survey 
team included some 
Americans. He gave no 
other details. 

Mr. Perry reiterated his 
view that the United States 
should set a specific time 
limit, preferably one year, 
for keeping its peacekeep- 
ers in Bosnia. Many in the 
U.S. Congress have object- 
ed to this approach, which 
they say is politically driven 
by President Clinton’s 
desire to have the troops out 
before the 1996 electioa 

Some in Congress have 
asserted that setting a dead- 
line for a U.S. pullout 
would encourage the 
Bosnian Serbs to wait 
before violating the peace 
accord, but Mr. Perry reject- 
ed that argument 


De Klerk: Minority protection should continue 


WORCESTER, South Af- 
rica (AFP) — Power shar- 
ing which protects South 
Africa's different groups 
should continue as a perma- 
nent feature of the country's 
political system in the next 
century, the leader of the 
conservative National Party 
(NP) Frederik De Klerk 
said. 

Ml De Klerk, speaking to 
journalists during cam- 
paigning in this wine-pro- 
ducing town in the Western 
Cape province for South 
Africa’s first democratic 
local government elections, 
said the prospect of full 
majority rule frightens 
domestic and international 


investors. 

Mr. De Klerk is currently 
the juoior deputy president 
in the coaltion government 
led by President Nelson 
Mandela's African National 
Congress (ANC) which 
won 61 per cent of the votes 
in last year's historic all- 
race electioa. 

South Africa’s interim 
constitution, which expires 
in 1999, entitles the former 
ruling NP to the deputy 
presidential position and six 
of the other 29 cabinet seats 
and other special provisions 
known as “sunset clauses” 
in proportion to its support 

Legislators are currently 
working on a new constitu- 


tion which will come into 
force after the current one 
lapses. 

Mr. De Klerk, whose sup- 
port base consists largely of 
whites, Asians and people 
of mixed race known as 
coloureds, has often reject- 
ed what he calls “winner 
takes all” politics which 
would see the instalment of 
a government exclusively 
representing the black 
majority. 

“If by 1999 we can devel- 
op a system which gives 
protection to minorities _. 
then we can create a climate 
of stability”, Mr. De Klerk 
said. 
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Sri Lankan rebels said 


to resist army offensive 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Tamil Tiger g uerrillas were 
fiercely resisting a major 
military thrust in their 
northern Jaffna stronghold 
despite pounding by the Sri 
I . anka n array’s big guns and 
air strikes, residents and 
rebels said Friday. 

“Troops on Operation 
Sunshine can't advance 
because of heavy resistance 
by the Tigers,” said a J affna 
resident who arrived in 
Vavnnjya, the northernmost 
town under government 
control. 

“The army is shelling tbe 
area day and night,” he said. 

Both tbe army and the 
Liberation Tigers of Thmil 
Eelam (LTTE) had suffered 
heavy losses but those on 
the army's side, especially 
in equipment, were higher, 
be said. 

Tbe army says more rhan 
500 rebels bad been killed 
and 1,500 wounded in the 
army’s latest and biggest 
offensive in Jaffna, 
launched 10 days ago to 
recapture control of the 
pe ninsula 

Army spokesman 

Brigadier Sarath 

Mo naang he said the rebels, 
unable to face the advanc- 
ing army in the north, were 
withdrawing in disarray and 
making diversionary attacks 
on villagers in the east and 
on Colombo in a desperate 
bid to ward off the assault 

The rebels were summon- 
ing reinforcements from 
other theatres of tbe war 
while hospitals in the north 
were frill of their wonnded, 
be said 


Survivors said the guerril- 
las massacred 24 Sinhalese 
villagers Thursday in a raid 
on remote hamlets in north- 
eastern Weli Oya, the fifth 
of its kind since Saturday. 

Weli Oya lies at the bean 
of tbe conflict lodged 
between government and 
Tiger controlled areas, 
where Sinhalese villag es are 
under threat from the LTTE, 
fighting for an independent 
Tamil homeland in the north 
and the east 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have died in the 12-year 
war. 

Tile rebels killed 90 most- 
ly Sinhalese villagers, 
including babies, in raids in 
the east and northeast at the 
weekend. The rebels have 
not admitted responsibility 
for tbe attacks. 

Rebel suicide squads blew 
up tbe island’s two main oil 
depots in the capital 
Colombo in a daring raid 
Friday. 

Army sources said the 
army had lost 126 soldiers 
and had more than 500 
wounded in tbe bitter fight- 
ing which brought troops to 
within eight kilometres of 
Jaffna City. 

The LTTE said in a state- 
ment Friday that the army 
rained thousands of mortars 
and artillery shells into the 
Neerveli area, but rebel 
fighters had held firm. 

Tbe rebels earlier said 
they had blown up three 
armoured vehicles. The 
army said only the vehicles 
were damaged 

Brig. Munasinghe insisted 


the troops had captured 
Neerveli (he previous day. 

Jaffna residents said thou- 
sands of people displaced 
by the fighting were stream- 
ing across the lagoon from 
Jaffna to Kilinochchi, on the 
mainland where the rebels 
have built an alternative 
command centre and hospi- 
tal if Jaffna fell. 

They also said the 16 peo- 
ple were killed when air 
force jets bombed Jaffna 
City Thursday. 

Brig. Munasinghe said 
maximum possible precau- 
tions were taken to avoid 
civilian casualties in the 
offensive and that the mili- 
tary regretted any accidental 
wounding of civilians. 

Army officers say the 
offensive was breaking the 
guerrillas’ grip on the Jaffna 
peninsula, depriving them 
of a recruiting ground and 
access to hospital. 

The rebels run a virtual 
mini-state in Jaffna, with 
their own courts, police and 
civil administration. 

Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Ban damn aike 

Kumaratunga told Friday's 
New York Times that gov- 
ernment troops were near a 
decisive battle with Tamil 
rebels. 

"This is the biggest offen- 
sive against the Tigers that 
any Sri Lankan government 
has ever undertaken," she 
said in the interview, refer- 
ring to the military push in 
the northern Jaffna peninsu- 
la. 

The next few days will be 
“very critical” to the coun- 
try’s 13-year civil war. she 


added. 

“We still believe that the 
only possible final solution 
to the problem is a negotiat- 
ed political settlement.” 
Mrs. Kumaratunga said, 
"but as the Tigers are not 
willing to accept that situa- 
tion, and as they have com- 
pelled us into a war, we 
believe that we should wage 
the war efficiendy.” 

She said she believed the 
guerrilla organisation had 
lost public support and was 
showing serious splits for 
the first time, with several 
hundred rebels having 
defected to the government 
side recendy. 

"We believe that the break 
has begun to come,” said 
the president, who was 
interviewed Wednesday in 
New York where she was 
attending the 50lh anniver- 
sary of the United Nations. 

Meanwhile the clandes- 
tine radio station of Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las has been off the air for 
nearly six days and may 
have been hit during the 
military offensive, Tamil 
sources said Friday. 

The LTTE have not trans- 
mitted their regular twice 
daily news bulletins since 
the start of the week when 
the army escalated their 
campaign against the rebels, 
the sources said. 

The Voice of Tigers radio 
was believed to have oper- 
ated from the small town of 
Neerveli in (he northern 
peninsula of Jaffna where 
there had been intense 
artillery exchanges and air 
force attacks. 


Canada’s future hangs in balance in Quebec vote 


-MONTREAL (R) — The 
future of a united Canada 
bung in the balance 
Thursday as politicians 
campaigned furiously to 
sway undecided voters in 
the final days before 
Quebec votes on whether to 
break away. 

Only weeks ago Quebec 
nationalists looked likely to 
suffer a crushing defeat in 
the Oct. 30 referendum, but 
tbe battle has been trans- 
formed into an emotional 
fight that has Utterly divid- 
ed the country. 

Two new public opinion 
polls pot the separatists 
slightly in the lead among 
decided voters. A Crop poll 
released late Wednesday pnt 
the gap at 44_5 to 42.2 per 
cent and an Angus Reid sur- 
vey released Thursday 
afternoon put tbe gap wider, 
at 44 to 40 per cent for tbe 
separatists. 

Both polling agencies said 
the race was stiff too close 
to call. Crop said 13 per 
cent remained undecided 
and Angus Reid put die fig- 
ure at 16 percent. 

“However, despite the 
tightness of tbe race, it is 
clear that tbe momentum of 
die campaign favours tbe 
yes (separatist) option,” 
Angus Reid’s senior vice 
president, John Wright, told 
a conference call organised 
by Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce. 

Tbe Canadian dollar suf- 
fered through another 
volatile day on the market, 
initially strengthening as 
some investors bet that sup- 
port for separation had 
peaked, but falling later on 


tbe Angus Reid poll results. 
Investors are worried that 
separation would disrupt 
flows of money and trade 
throughout North America. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien repeated 
Thursday his warning that a 
vote for separation would 
plunge Canada into chaos. 

“Its a plunge in the dark," 
Mr. Chretien said in an 
interview on the main pri- 
vate French-language tele- 
vision network in Quebec. 
“Nobody could predict what 
would happen.” 

On Wednesday evening he 
had pleaded with Quebec’s 
five million voters during a 
nationally televised address 
to think long and hard 
before casting their ballots. 

leaning toward the cam- 
era, his voice cracking with 
emotion, Mr. Chretien 
asked Quebec voters: "Do 
you really think it is worth 
abandoning the country we 
have built and which our 
ancestors have left us? Do 
you really think it makes 
any sense — any sense at all 
— to break up Canada?" 

Separatist leader Lucien 
Bouchard launched an 
angry attack on Mr. 
Cluetien, accusing him of 
treachery against Quebec in 
helping patriate (transfer) 
the Canadian constitution 
from Britain in 1982 with- 
out Quebec’s assent. 

Mr. Bouchard held up a 
copy of the front page of a 
French-language newspaper 
from before the patriation 
showing Mr. Chretien, then 
the justice minister, laugh- 
ing, under a banner headline 
which said that he and for- 


mer Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau had “betrayed” 
Quebec. 

The constitution as patri- 
ated failed to enshrine spe- 
cial protection for the 
French language and culture 
— the so-called “distinct 
society” clause. Quebec is 
the only province not to 
have consented to the con- 


stitution. 

Quebec voted 60-40 per 
cent against separation in 
1980 and polls a few weeks 
ago predicted the national- 
ists would suffer a similar 
defeat this time, perhaps 
ending for a generation any 
hope of an independent 
Quebec. 

But over the Canadian 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
weekend in early October, 
charismatic separatist 
Bouchard effectively seized 
control of the nationalist 
campaign and galvanised 
supporters with speeches 
appealing to pride in the 
French language and cul- 
ture. 

He and Quebec separatist 
Premier Jacques Parizeau 
are asking supporters to go 
out and find undecided vot- 
ers and convince them to 
vote for a separate Quebec. 

Mr. Chretien and thou- 
sands of Canadians, 
alarmed by the separatist 
wave, are desperately trying 
to rum the tide. 

Tens of thousands of 
Canadians jammed airlines, 
trains, buses and roads to 
rush to Montreal for a mas- 
sive unity rally Friday, 
which Mr. Chretien was 
expected to address. 

Meanwhile times have 


changed radically since 
1967 when General Charles 
De Gaulle shouted “vive le 
Quebec libre” (long live 
free Quebec) in Montreal 
and France is now ultra- 
cautious in talking about 
possible independence for 
Canada’s French-speaking 
province. 

Although a disciple of the 
historic French leader, cur- 
rent President Jacques 
Chirac was quick to dis- 
tance. himself this week 
from reports that he had 
endorsed tbe views of sepa- 
ratists seeking sovereignty 
in Quebec’s referendum 
Monday. 

Asked in a U.S. television 
interview if France was pre- 
pared to recognise a new 
Quebec government if 
Quebeckers voted to sepa- 
rate from the rest of Canada, 
Mr. Chirac said: 

“If the referendum (is) 
positive — the government 
will recognise the facts”. 

Mr. Bouchard welcomed 
tbe remark and called it “a 
clear and firm position" in 
support of sovereignty for 
Quebec days ahead of 
Monday's referendum. 

Recognising the potential 
for a diplomatic incident, 
Mr. Chirac’s spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna said the 
president only restated 
France’s traditional position 
of "non-interference" in 
Canada's internal affairs. 

“He did not use the word 
“recognise’ in reference to 
independence,” Ms. Colo- 
nna said. “He said only .that 
if the referendum were pos- 
itive, he would recognise 
the facts.” 
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Duty towards globalism 

IN 535 MESSAGE to the Jordan Times on 
the occasion of the newspaper’s 20th 
anniversary, the Crown Prince quoted the 
i7th century French “honune de lettres,” 
Due de !a Rochefoucauld: “Celui qui croit 
pouvo!? se passer de tout le monde se 
troirape, m ais celui qui croit qu’on ne peut se 
parser de lui se trompe d'avantage,” which if 
roughly translated means: “Those who be- 
lieve they can do without the world deceive 
themselves, but those who believe the world 
cannot do without them, deceive themselves 
even more.” 

The message, properly understood, signi- 
fies the mutual need of the individual to- 
wards society and towards the rest of the 
world. The emphasis of the mutual, howev- 
er. slants in favour of the world. 

The timely message advocates the philoso- 
phy of global awareness, the pursuit of 
sharing across continents, an interdependen- 
cy of nations. Individuals cann ot do without 
interaction with the rest of the world. The 
world nevertheless will continue to revolve, 
even without the aid of that elusive individual 
member of the society*, the message says; but 
will that individual hop on the speeding train 
in time? 

The nation-states, the 183 members of the 
U.N., among them the powerful and the 
meek, need to realise that their survival 
individually and collectively depends so 
much on their common endeavour to make 
life more endurable for everyone. 

Globalism is an ultimate goal. As the 
world, in effect, grows smaller through 
communication technology, we find 
ourselves increasingly bound to the task of 
better harvesting our needs and spreading 
them worldwide. The task is also a reciprocal 
one. The rest of the worid has to speak to us. 
And for that purpose, we increasingly feel we 
have a duty to work towards bringing 
integration at the regional level in closer 
contact. We are reminded of where we stand 
st present at our socio-political stations and 
we are aware of how much in need we are of 
this comprehensive integration, the need for 
cross-boundary dialogue. We are indeed part 
of this global village. Our presence may 
never be felt in it, or may be felt only 
fieeiingly, but nevertheless, the need is there 
to strive for the uppermost ideals and to 
voice the common thought. 

La Rochefoucauld’s penetrating cynicism 
m many of his epigrams is an apt quality that 
even today reflects on human nature’s frus- 
trated attempt to make our world a better 
place to live in. 


PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily bitterly criticised 
the U.S. Congress for voting to move the American 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, saying that this move 
was a major offence dealt to the Arab arid Muslim Nation. 
Munes Ra 2 zaz said that the decision should remind the 
Arab slates that Washington can in no way abandon its 
Zionist ally in the region, however, hard the Arabs tried ro 
be friendly to America and protect Its interests. Indeed, he 
said, had the U.S. Congress thought that the American 
interests in the Middle East would be jeopardised by this 
decision, it would not have taken the vote but it knows for 
sure that the Arabs would not show any hostile reaction to 
Washington’s deci* : ". the writer. He " --»ed. 

however, tna; ic.-v - ; -m. _ -.ne .-VO • ' 1 _ i( j 

lead to violence like the case in France, which is now victim 
to desperate forces coming from Algeria. The writer said 
that despair among the Arabs and Muslims cold drive the 
j desperate and frustrated people to move their violent acts 
j- to the United States, where they can rake revenge on that 
nation that has shown and practiced hostility towards them. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour proposed that the govern- 
ment order schools and public institutions closed during the 
■ Middle East and North Africa summit (MENA), which will 
be held in Amman Sunday, to avoid many headaches and 
traffic jams. However hard the traffic department tries to 
avoid the congestion due to the diversions on the roads, it 
would not succeed in preventing serious jams not due to 
any fault on the part of the traffic department but because 
of the nature of the streets and the situation which will arise 
due to the presence of a large number of security men with 
their vehicles to ensure security during the conference, said 
Mohammad Subcihi. The writer said that any breakdown 
of any car on the side roads during the conference would no 
doubt cause a major traffic jam and a disturbing confusion 
for the students, the public and private sector’employees 
going into or coming out from the seclusion zone. He "said 
that the new arrangements on the roads will no doubt cause 
delays in the arrival of employees and the school students 
| to and from home. 


Getting in gear for a stronger regional role 


JORDAN THIS week hosts one of the most important 
events that the Middle East ever saw: a three-day confer- 
ence that brings together senior officials and business 
leaders representing 63 countries from all over the globe 
who will explore possibilities of business created in the 
wake of peace agreements signed by Israel and the Pales- 
tinians and Israel and Jordan. 

In any event, we hope to witness during the three days 
of meetings of the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic conference here the birth of regional 
cooperation and all that it entails against the backdrop of 
peace between Arabs and Israel. Some aspects of such 
cooperation may have to wait, given the absence of Syria 
and Lebanon, but that should not be a dissuading factor 
for anyone to seek means to exploit the full potential of 
the region while leaving room open for the absentees to 
turn up somewhere down the road. 

It is premature to assess what lies in store for Jordan at 
the summit in terms of concrete moves that would help 
Jordanians realise the dividends of peace. Hopefully, there 
will be a minimum level of materialising projects at the 


s ummi t, and then it is largely up to our private sector and 
its counterparts from the 63 countries represented here to 
negotiate and reach agreements. 

Beyond the economic aspect of the conference, the fact 
that it is hosting the summit is politically very symbolic 
for Jordan. Could anyone have imagined three years ago 
that Jordan would host such a gathering, given the isola- 
tion that we faced in the wake of the Gulf crisis? We owe 
it to our leadership to have charted the right course and 
guided us through some of the most troubled waters that a 
nation could ever find itself in. Not only Jordan steered 
it s el f through the troubled waters but has also managed to 
raise itself to the level of a key regional player whose 
advice, opinion and influence would continue to be 
sought by the international community. 

As to the sceptics, whether in Jordan and elsewhere, 
who have been predicting all along that nothing good is 
coming out of the peace process, the MENA conference 
should be a resounding message that the region and the 
international community are serious about doing some- 
thing good indeed for the people of the region. 


On an inter-Arab level, the most significant aspect of the 
summit is the participation of all the six member* of the 

(GCC) as a clear motion of 

not onlv of their interest in regional economic cognition 
but also a message of improved relations with Ionian per 

^In this context, there are strong signs that the role of the 
Saudi-led GCC in the summit will be quite impressive. 
The project presentations by at least two GCC countnes. 
Oman and Qatar, reflect the strength ot the GU-. role. 

The recent meeting the King held with Saudi Deputy 
Prime Minister Prince Sultan Ben Sultan and the impend- 
ing visit to Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saudi Al Faisal 
are two other events that should reaffirm the returning 
warmth of Saudi -Jordanian relations. 

AH told, Jordan and Jordanians have every reason 10 be 
proud of playing host to the MENA summit and seeking 
to assume a stronger regional role in socio-political-eco- 
nomic development of the region. 


Jordanian writers celebrate the Jordan Times on its 20th anniversary 


How a good paper 
wins its own freedom 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fanek 
Al Ra’i 

Al Ra’i sister daily, the Jor- 
dan Times, the only English 
language daily, in Jordan, 
today "celebrates its 20th 
anniversary. concluding 
20 years in the service of Jor- 
dan and in the pursuit of the 
truth. 

The Jordan Times has dis- 
tinguished itself from the 
other local Arabic dailies in 
the country because it has 
consistently striven to raise 
the ceiling of freedom of the 
press even during the martial 
law years when the press 
was "subjected to arbitrary 
measures by some govern- 
ments. 

The Jordan Times has 
proved throughout the past 
two decades that freedom of 
the press is a daily practice 
that is noL granted but rather 
is won by one’s own initia- 
tive and that true journalists 
can determine their own ceil- 
ing. 

Not only has the Jordan 
Tunes proved itself to be a 
credible source of informa- 
tion for the international 
community’ in Jordan — the 
businessmen and’ tourists — 
but it has also proved to be a 
reliable resource to. many 
Jordanians who find in it 
news and views that are 
lacking in the other Jordan- 
ian dailies. 

The Jordan Tunes serves as 
a living evidence that a 
newspaper’s influence, sta- 
tus and respect do not only 
depend on its circulation. It 
is true that the circulation 
figures of the Jordan Times 
are not massive yet its influ- 
ence far exceeds its sales. 

It is enough for one to 


glean through any foreign 
language publication on Jor- 
dan to find that the Jordan 
Times had served as a major 
source of reference for its 
materials. Indeed, it can be 
described as national book of 
records. 

In reflecting on such 
achievements by the Jordan 
Times one can only attribute 
its success over the years to 
two men: Rami Khouri who 
served as editor in the early 
years and George Hawatmeb 
who took over and still in 
editor of the daily. Both men 
can be described as profes- 
sional journalists whose con- 
tributions and dedicated 
efforts made and continue to 
make the daily a model of 
highly refined journalism 
and a school that turned out 
men and women journalists 
currently serving as Amman 
correspondents for reputed 
worid media organisations. 

I have had the honour of 
contributing to the Jordan 
Tiroes a weekly column far 
the past 12 years. That col- 
umn, which never fails to 
draw reactions and feedback 
from readers, has also put on 
top of the list of those people 
whom foreign journalists 
seek to meet and interview 
when visiting the country 
and gathering facts for their 
articles and reports. 

This is a testimony to the 
fact that a good newspaper is 
what makes and comes a 
good writer and not vice 
versa. 

The Jordan Times has not 
only served Jordan but also 
contributed to the profession 
of journalism in Jordan and 
imbued it with credibility. 
On its anniversary, its staff 
truly deserve the warmest of 
congratulations. 


Impressive approach 


Al Mashreq weekly 

We celebrate with our col- 
leagues in the Jordan Times 
the 20th anniversary of an 
English language daily that 
for two decades has been 
Jordan’s window on the 
outside world. 

For non-Arabic speakers 
the Times has been their 
only means to read about 
what goes on in this coun- 
try. As for us, Arabic-lau- 
guage speakers, we always 
enjoy reading a newspaper 
that has carved for itself a 


wider margin of freedom 
that distinguishes it from 
the other three Arabic 
dailies. 

We are impressed by the 
Jordan Times’ democratic 
and liberal approach in 
selecting and processing 
news and views. We are 
also grateful for the news- 
paper for its contribution to 
recruiting and preparing a 
generation of professional 
journalists whose work 
now is symbolic of the 
great potential in the conn- 
tty. 


Best wishes from Al Dustour 


We congratulate our col- 
leagues in the Jordan Times 
on the paper’s 20th 


anniversary. We- wish the 
Jordan Tunes and its staff 
progress and prosperity. 


Unique performance 


Al Aswaq 
Newspaper 

The Jordan Times, which 
celebrates its 20th anniver- 
sary, has retained its unique 
performance as the only 
English language daily 
over the past years. The 
paper has truly reflected the 
country’s national message 
to the world in various 
areas and at the same time 
turned out many journalists 


currently serving in promi- 
nent positions in the public 
and private sector and the 
media. Indeed, the Jordan 
Times has become through 
its dedication, daring cov- 
erage of events and relent- 
less efforts a pioneer 
among the Arab media and 
a school training and then 
turning out efficient jour- 
nalists to serve in many 
other areas of the world of 
media. 



A step ahead 


Newspaper that 
can go regional 


Bv Abdallah Hjaa 
Al Ra’i 

The Jordan Tunes has exerted 
serious and continuous efforts 
over the past 20 years, serving 
the nation and the readers and 
developing alongside with the 
Kingdom in many different 
ways. The topics covered by 
the daily continue to be of real 
interest to the readers, present- 
ed in an objective and daring 
manner. We in Al Ra'i daily 
lived with the Jordan Tunes 
since its birth, greatly admir- 
ing the efforts of its staff, who 
have succeeded in transform- 
ing the four-page daily into a 
12-page newspaper of a very- 
high standard. Indeed the staff 
of the English language daily 
exert much mere efforts in 
producing this relatively small 
size daily than the whole of 
the Al Ra’i staff producing 
many times more pages. This 
fact increases our admiration 
far the Jordan Tiroes team 


who work in a unique unison 
and skill and are envied by the 
staff of the other dailies in 
town. It is true that AJ Ra’i 
daily has made major strides 
rising to levels on equal foot- 
ing with other world daily 
papers, but we have felt that 
the Jordan Tunes was always 
a step ahead of us in terms of 
journalistic performance and 
excellence. We have always 
looked with admiration and 
respect at the staff of the Jor- 
dan Times, not because they 
have an edge over us in view 
of their fluency in English but 
because they were really 
unique in their work and enjoy 
qualifications seldom found in 
other newspapers. By cele- 
brating the anniversary, we 
fed that the Jordan Times has 
become a basic element of the 
daily life of a large sector of 
the population and we wish its 
staff continued success. 


By Tareq Masarweh 
Al Ra T 

The Jordan Times, which 
celebrates its 20th anniver- 
sary, can be rightly 
described as the best 
among the English lan- 
guage dailies published in 
the Arab World, serving not 
only the local public but 
foreign companies, diplo- 
matic missions and foreign 
media. Had it been given 
more freedom in dealing 
with pan-Arab affairs, the 
Jordan Times would have 
risen to the level of the rep- 
utable American and 
British press long time ago. 
The Jordan Times had 
turned out highly qualified 
journalists who now’ fill 
important positions in the 
foreign media. Being col- 
leagues to the journalists of 
the Jordan Times working 


to Al Ra’i daily we highly 
appreciate the journalistic 
efforts of the paper’s Editor 
George Hawatmeh ;ind his 
team. The management of 
the Jordan Press Founda- 
tion. publishers of the Al 
Ra’i and the Jordan limes, 
need to allocate more 
funds for the English lan- 
guage daily and boost the 
efforts of its staff, and so 
help the newspaper retain 
its highly qualified staff, 
many of whom have over 
the years sought work else- 
where. Having had training 
at. the Jordan Times they, 
those journalists naturally 
excelled in other areas too. 
earning for themselves bet- 
ter income. The Jordan 
Times, which had proved 
its excellence in the post 20 
years is quite capable of 
faring better in the media 
world in the years to come. 


A credible newspaper 


By Saltan Al Hattab 


Al Ra’i 

From the very start, the Jor- 
dan Times has succeeded in 
speaking the language of 
the foreign nationals and 
preseating its objective and 
concise local and 


international news. The 
staff of the Jordan Times 
have always avoided 
rhetoric and many of the 
nonsense that is often found 
in the Arab dailies. Acting 
with a greater measure of 
freedom, the Jordan Times 
insisted not to be a carbon 
copy of the local Arabic 


dailies and has succeeded 
in rising to the standard 
acceptable by the foreign 
media and the foreign 
nationals who read it. 
Indeed the Jordan Times 
took the lead in tackling 
topics which were taboo in 
the Arabic press, which 
timidly followed in its 


footsteps at a later stage. 
The Jordan Times has won 
credibility and many 
friends and a large reader- 
ship to the extent that many 
Jordanians now consider it 
as their main newspaper, 
because its service to the 
country has been invaluable 
and immeasurable indeed. 


A story of growth 
and success 


A pioneer 
in the Arab media 


By Ahmad Al Misleh 

Al Ra’i 

THE 20TH anniversary of 
the Jordan Times coin- 
cides with the silver 
jubilee of its sister publi- 
cation Al Ra’i daily. The 
Jordan Times has matured 
after overcoming numer- 
ous obstacles and hard- 
ships and after growing 
from four to six to eight 
and later to 12 pages. What 


characterises tins pretty 
young and vigorous news- 
paper are its daring arti- 
cles and analysis which 
won it the admiration of 
readers in Jordan and 
many parts of the world. 
The Jordan Times has 
developed over the years, 
charming its readers with 
its performance and 
deserving 20 beautiful 
roses for its 20 beautiful 
years. 


By Sameer Hiari 

Al Ra’i 

i 

THE STAFF of Al Ra’i 
daily envy their colleagues 
in the Jordan Times 
because of the higher ced- 
ing of freedom they enjoy 
and practice. It is true that 
our chief, Abu Azmi, gives 
us some freedom in choos- 
ing the stories that we write 
and publish but many times 
he censors our articles 
which could easily find 
their way into the Jordan 


Twenty years of achievement 


By Dr.‘ Majdi Sabri 

THE JORDAN Times has 
always been special to me 
because of an early per- 
sonal experience which I 
immensely enjoyed. 

My association with Jor- 
dan Times dates back to 
1980, when I used to write 
a weekly column primari- 
ly on economic issues. For 
more than a year, I also 
edited the Economy page, 
which gave me a memo- 
rable experience and an 
invaluable insight into the 
world of journalism. The 
few hours that I used to 
spend at the Jordan Tunes 
every week were very 
enjoyable as I was intro- 
duced to an overwhelm- 
ingly friendly atmosphere 
of professional journalism 
ana efficient teamwork. . 

The Jordan Times today 
stands out among the rest 
as probably the best Eng- 


lish language newspaper 
in the Arab World. It also 
competes successfully 
with Jordanian daily 
newspapers and most of 
the time is ahead some of 
them in covering local 
stories. It became a major 
source of information to 
the outside world and its 
well-read editorial usually 
reflects the general mode 
of the country. It provided 
Jordanians and others 
with an open forum to dis- 
cuss various issues freely 
and responsibly, ana 
gained a lot of respect in 
various quarters because 
of its credibility and 
responsible attitude. 

During the past two 
decades, the newspaper 
developed itself fairly 
steadily. It is. now cover- 
ing a wider spectrum of 
activities and areas of 
interest. However, as an 
economist, I would like to . 


see a more comprehensive 
coverage of Jordan's eco- 
nomic and financial 
issues. 

Jordan Times editors, 
correspondents and writ- 
ers are now more experi- 
enced and they continue 
to hold the same pioneer- 
ing spirit which was initi- 
ated by Rami Khouri and 
later carried forward by 
George Hawatmeh. 

The Jordan Times fami- 
ly should look back with 
pnde at their 20 years of 
achievements. I congratu- 
late every one of them on 
this happy occasion and 
wish them further success 
for many years to come. 

The writer is RJ execu- 
tive vice president for 
marketing and sales. 


Times. In word and deed, 
the Jordan Times has 
become the first newspa- 
per in Jordan with its 
unique performance, 
which truly serves the 
country and its people and 
reflects a good image to the 
outside worid. The Jordan 
Tunes has won for itself 
numerous friends, especial- 
ly among the paper's col- 
leagues in Al Ra’i daily. We 
congratulate each and 
every one of them on their 
achievements. 

Khasawneh 
denies ‘Izvestia’ 
account 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Haiti 
Khasawneh. a former minis- 
ter of information, has 
denied that he ever told the 
Jordan Times’ editors that 
they had to view their news- 
paper as another Izvastia (a 
Soviet newspaper that served 
as the government mouth- 
piece during the communist 
era). 

“I visited the Jordan 
Times’ offices in 19S8 and 
met with the editors for an 
informal conversation.” he 
said in a telephone statement 
in response to an article that 
appeared in the 20ft anniver- 
sary issue of Thursday, 
"Nowhere during that con- 
versation did ] mention the 
word izvestia.” he said, with- 
out elaborating on the sub- 
stance of the ‘‘conversation’* 
with the editors, who haw 
their own account of the 
encounter. 
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varied cultures of the 
Mediterranean region. We 
seek to release the great 
energies and potential of our 
peoples.*’ 

The King also paid tribute 
to the historical role played 
by Spain “as a place of con- 
vergence and fusion of the 
great heritage of the three 
Abrahamic faiths... Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam... pro- 
duced an unprecedented 
cultural revival." 

The King also paid tribute 
for Spain’s hosting of the 
1991 Middle East peace con- 
ference in Madrid and ex- 
pressed hope that “for our 
children and grandchildren, 
the name of. Madrid will be 
synonymous with that of 
peace.” 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the speech: 

•Together, the Muslims, 
Christians and Jews of Spain 
produced a dynamic multi- 
cultural society. But all of 
this cannot adequately ex- 
plain the high regard and 
deep affection that we have 
for Spain. It is the Spain of 
today that earns its special 
place in our hearts. 

“For nearly 50 years our 
people have struggled and 
sacrificed, but now is the time 
to build anew, a world where 
all peoples have the chance to 
live a life of dignity and 
securiry. 

“Their voices must be 
heard, their opinions must 
count and they must live in a 
just society. 

“Indeed, for us in Jordan, 
our unshakeable commit- 
ment to peace is but a com- 
plement to our equally un- 
shakeable commitment to 
democracy, political plural- 
ism and respect for human 
rights. 

“Yet there remains much 
work to be done. The peace 
that we have forged must be 
nurtured, sustained and de- 
fended. This defence requires 
not so much guns, tanks and 
aircraft, but schools jobs, and 
hope. 

“We are aware that in 
order to achieve sustainable 
economic growth, the private 
sector must be allowed to 


operate freely. So that 
domestic and foreign invest- 
ments may generate the 
spark that will drive the war 
weary economies of the Mid- 
dle East. 

"To this end, we will be 
hosting, two days from now 
in Amman, the Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
summit. The private and pub- 
lic sectors of sixty countries, 
as well as numerous organisa- 
tions, will come together to 
review and adopt develop- 
ment projects that will be- 
nefit all die peoples of our 
region and beyond. 

“Building on this, the Am- 
man summit will shortly be 
followed by the Barcelona 
conference, which will bring 
together businesses from 
both sides of the Mediterra- 
nean in order to fulfil and 
explore joint projects in trade 
and industry.” 

King Hussein on Friday 
received a message from 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin congratulating 
him on receiving the Prince 
of Asturias award. 

Mr. Rabin said the award 
presentation ceremony was a 
continuation of last year's 
celebrations, “when I had the 
honour of receiving the 
award for achieving peace 
with Jordan and for our 
readiness to reach an accord 
with the Palestinians." 

Mr. Rabin said the Israelis 
acknowledge with gratitude 
and appreciation the con- 
tribution of King Hussein, 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and others 
who pushed the peace pro- 
cess between Jordan and 
Israel. 

“Our children and ances- 
tors on both sides of the 
River Jordan are indebted for 
King Hussein for bis untiring 
and sincere efforts to make 
peace happen, and I do thank 
him on behalf of the State of 
Israel," he said. 

In New York meanwhile. 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said King 
Hussein and Saudi Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Defence Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz emphasised at 


Window on ‘globalism’ 

from page 1) 


» (Continued 

Minister of Information 
Khaled Karaki also sent a 
message of congratulations to 
the Jordan Times on the 
occasion. - 


“I want to record my own 
appreciation and that of my 
colleagues for the important 
media role played by the 
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Jordan Press Foundation, 
represented by its sister pub- 
lications A1 Ra'i and the Jor- 
dan Times,” Dr. Karaki said 
in his cable Thursday. “I 
hope that you will press 
ahead with your disting- 
uished contribution, through 
reflecting Jordan’s issues and 
achievements, towards prog- 
ress of Arab journalism in 
which the Jordanian press 


occupies an important 
place,” he added. “On behalf 
of the staff in -all information 
■departments, f- wish to con- 
-gratulale you, on-youc. 20th 
anniversary." 

On the occasion, the Jor- 
dan Times has also received 
calls, letters, cables and flow- 
ers from many of our readers 
— among them officials, par- 
liamentarians and members 
of the diplomatic corps and 
the business community in 
the Kingdom. The newspaper 
will publish over the next few 
days as many as possible of 
the letters, with due appre- 
ciation to all those who took 
the time to send in congra- 
tulations and those who cele- 
brated with us in silence. 


EU defies Israeli demand 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Congress overwhelming 
approval this week of a bill to 
move the embassy by 1999. 
The vote was seen as a recog- 
nition of Jerusalem as Israel's 
capital. 

However, Mr. Solana did 
not yield, according to the 
ministry statement. "The 
European position on the 
matter of Jerusalem is known 
and will not change," he told 
Mr. Peres. 

Sudan meanwhile called on 
Arab and Muslim countries 
Jp close down U.S. embassies 
to protect the U.S. Congress 
decision, the AI Engaz A1 
Watani daily of Khartom re- 
ported Friday. 

It cited a communique 
from the Sudanese parlia- 
ment’s external relations 
committee late Thursday call- 
ing the move “a provocation 
to Arab and Islamic nations 
uid an appeasement of the 
international Zionist desire 
for making Jerusalem a com- 
pletely Jewish city.” 

The committee said the de- 
cision was made “in response 
to dictates by the Zionist 
lobby which manipulates 
American decisions and ex- 
ploits them for the interests 


of aggressive Israel." 

Iraq denounced the U.S. 
congress' decision, saying it 
showed disregard of interna- 
tional law. 

AI Thawra newspaper, 
mounthpiece of the ruling 
Baath Party, said: “The New 
American derision represents 
a good example of political 
impudence, arrogance and 
aggressiveness." 

“It confirms the U.S. total 
disregard of international law 
and U.N. and Security Coun- 
cil resolutions stating that 
Jerusalem is an occupied 
Arab city.” 

“Syria said the U.S. con- 
gress* decision would 
adversely affect the Middle 
East peace process and that it 
dealt a blow to Washington’s 
credibility in the region. 

AI Baath daily newspaper, 
organ of the ruling Baath 
Party, said: “The U.S. deri- 
sion is a direct act of aggres- 
sion on the Arabs and Mus- 
lims and on their values and 
heritage." 

In a front-page editorial. 
AI Baath called on fellow 
Arabs to take a unified stand 
in the face of the Congress* 
derision 
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their meeting last week the 
need for joint action and for 
achieving a unified Arab 
stand. 

He said that consultations 
between the King and King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia will 
continue aimed at bolsterin 
Saudi-Jordanian ties an 
serving common interests. 

Mr. Kabariti welcomed the 
call made by United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan to an end to inter- 
Arab difference and restoring 
Arab solidarity. 

In reply to a question over 
the U.S. Congress* voting to 
move the American Embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
by 1999, Mr. Kabariti said 
that Jordan’s position re- 
mains firm with regard to the 
Holy City. 

“Jordan has its own re- 
servations with regard to the 
Congress vote and any otheT 
decision by any party drat 
infringes on tne status of 
Jerusalem and affects in adv- 
ance any final solution on the 
status of Jerusalem, said the 
minister, who stressed that 
any solution should be based 
on U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 242 and the other 
U.N. resolutions over Jeru- 
salem and the outcome of the 
final stage of negotiations 
over the future of the city. 

U.S. Congress’ vote, the 
• minister said, does not serve 
the peace process which 
should enjoy a convenient 
and favourable atmosphere 
in order to reach a just and 
comprehensive settlement. 

Mfr. Kabariti said Jordan 
expects from the U.S. admi- 
nistration, which is sponsor- 
ing the peace process to re- 
frain from taking any action 
or measures that could affect 
the final solution. He said 
that Jordan had found m the 
White House statement over 
the U.S. Congress’ Vote a 
reaffirmation of the U.S. 
administration's realisation 
of the dangers inherent in the 
vote and a determination to 
overcome its negative results. 


11th hour contacts on bank 


(Continued 

the bank's structure, man- 
date, capital, base and mem- 
bership of the regional bank. 

The U.S. administration 
proposed the bank, with a 
capital of $5 billion — one 
quarter paid in — to co- 
finance projects for the pri- 
vate sector on commercial 
basis. 

The proposed Amman- 
based institution, initially 
proposed by the Europeans 


from page 1) 

and backed by Jordan, Israel 
and the Palestinians, would 
not finance any projects but 
would define regional pro- 
jects of a political significance 
as well as infrastructure pro- 
jects that would not receive 
financing from the bank. 

The institution, which has 
no capital to finance projects, 
will also “look for financing” 
from regional as well as inter- 
national financers. 


Israel studying PLO demand 


(Continued 

New (Palestinian) troops are 
supposed to move to Jenin 
according to the agreement.” 

Under the deal signed in 
Washington extending 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank, it was agreed 
Israel would begin pulling 
troops out of Jenin on Oct. 
25. The Israeli withdrawal is 
to be completed by Nov. 13. 

Mr. Peres also said Friday 
Palestinian self-rule elections 
will go ahead as scheduled on 
Jan.20. Mr. Peres spoke after 
talks with the European Un- 
ion (EU), which will super- 
vise the poll. 

His comments contradicted 
an assertion by Oren Shahor, 
Israeli coordinator for the 
territories, that the elections 
would be delayed for “tech- 
nical reasons." 

“We must respect commit- 
ments and dates, the elec- 
tions will take place on the 
scheduled date,” Mr. Peres 
said after talks with an EU 
delegation headed by Spanish 
Foreign Minister Javier Sola- 
na. 

The EU had confirmed 
that the Palestinians would 
be ready to stage the poll on 
January 20, just before the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
Mr. Peres said. 

The Israeli government 
meanwhile confiscated West 
Bank land to build a reservoir 


from page I) 

for a Jewish settlement, set- 
tiers said Friday. 

The plot seized is known as 
Artis Hill, a site near the 
settlement of Beit El where a 
Palestinian was shot dead this 
summer in a violent eia^h 
with settlers over the land. 

The housing and defence 
ministries declined comment 
Friday. The Israeli military 
government in the West 
Bank said it would check into 
the reported confiscation. 

Yoav Barak, administra- 
tive director of Beit El, said 
the government confiscated a 
portion of Artis Hill to build 
a reservoir. He did not know 
how many acres were taken. 
Mr. Barak said the approval 
was given after several years 
of consideration. 

Mr. Barak said maintain- 
ing Israeli control over the 
hilltop would ensure “better 
security” for Beit El. 

Also Friday, several hun- 
dred Palestinians rallied in 
the West Bank town of 
Halhoul to protest Israel’s 
confiscation of land for the 
construction of bypass roads 
for settlers. 

“No peace with bypass 
roads," and “bypass roads 
equals occupation." read 
banners and signs held by 
protesters. 
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Most Palestinians want some form of relationship 


While Jordanians were 
mixed on the final shape of 

the Palestinian entity, rang- 
ing from a self-rule under 
Israeli domination to an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state pas- 
sing through some kind of a 
Palestinian entity, the major- 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

Sty of West Bankers and 
Gazans believed that the 
peace process will produce an 
independent Palestinian 
state. 

The results of the study 
were described by one 
analyst who preferred not to 
be named as highly surpris- 


ing. especially in terms of the 
Palestinians' approach, view 
and aspirations towards the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship. 

“There is closeness be- 
tween the two peoples much 
more than we and they 
think." the analyst said. 


Syria, Lebanon stay home 

(Continued from page 12) 

Japan and 


ited States. 

Europe. 

Syria, which maintains 
35,000 troops in Lebanon and 
has a large amount of influ- 
ence, has failed to make any 
progress in peace negotia- 
tions with the Jewish state. 

The peace talks have 
foundered over security 
arrangements to accompany 
any Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

Officials in Damascus and 
Beirut, linked by a 1991 
“brotherhood, cooperation 
and coordination” agree- 
ment, are adamant: they will 
not take part in multilateral 
talks with Israel until they 
have made progress towards 
peace. 

Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Assad has charged that the 
main goal of the Amman 
summit, which opens on Sun- 
day, is “to do away with Arab 
national identity and Arab- 
ism.” He said it would hinder 
"the Arab Nation's long-term 
role." 

Syrian Foreign Minsiter 
Farouk AI Sharaa was equal- 
ly hostile, saying the summit 
would "weaken" his coun- 
try’s posture in negotiations 
with Israel and consecrate the 
Jewish state's occupation of 
Arab land. 

His Lebanese counterpan. 
Fares Bouez. told AFP: "As 
long as bilateral peace talks 
with Israel fail to make any 
real progress, Lebanon will 


not attend any multilateral 
talks involving Israel." 

Lebanon and Syria will, 
however, attend a Euro- 
Mediterranean conference in 
Barcelona in November 
alongside Israel. 

Mr. Bouez argued that the 
Barcelona forum "serves the 
interests of all concerned 
countries and allows them to 
participate on an equal foot- 
ing." 

Mr. Sharaa stressed it was 
a “purely European initia- 
tive” which, unlike the Am- 
man summit, is not linked to 
the Arab-Israeli talks. 

A Western diplomat in 
Damascus said Syria was 
afraid of losing control of the 
post-peace era. “Syria be- 
lieves that the summit is an 
attempt to isolate it and in- 
crease pressure on Damascus 
to make concessions to Israel 
in the peace process,” he 
said. 

Yet both Lebanon and 
Syria need assurances that 
peace with Israel will bring 
big dividends to boost their 
economies. 


Beirut is gripped by a fren- 
zy of post-war reconstruction 
projects worth $14 billion 
that depend largely on fore- 
ign grants and loans. 

“Foreign investors will re- 
fuse to have anything to do 
with us if Lebanon and Syria 
are late in signing peace with 
Israel.'’ a Lebanese business- 
man who declined to be 
named said. 

“We will suffocate econo- 
mically and this will reflect 
negatively on Syria, which 
.looks to us as a window of 
opportunity.” he added. 

Around one million Syrian 
workers have jobs in Leba- 
non, many of them in the 
construction and agriculture 
sectors, and they took some 
S3.8 billion home in 1994. 
experts in Beirut said. 

Other expens here argue, 
however, that Syria and 
Lebanon's absence in Am- 
man will not damage their 
potential to attract invest- 
ment in the future. They cite 
privatisation programmes in 
Syria and Beirut's traditional 
acumen for business. 


Tent hospital in Palestinian camp 

LIBY AN-EG YPTI AN BORDER ( AFP) — A Bcglian aid orga- 
nisation on Friday set up a tent hospital here and delivered 
badly-needed medical supplies to 1.000 Palestinians trapped in 
no-man's land. Two doctors from Medecins Sans Fronticres set up 
the hospital and a pharmacy, as well as providing a water 
purification system. The U.N. has reported cases of diarrhoea and 
sickness among children in the camp. Torrential rains over the past 
few days have uncovered several mines planted on the border on 
the side of the international highway linking Cairo to Tripoli. 


Gargour & Fils appointed line’s agents 


T. GARGOUR & Fils has been appointed 
as general agents in Jordan for Wallenius 
Lines. Stockholm - Sweden since Sept 
1989. 

Wallenius Lines is Europe’s largest car 
carrier and the fourth largest in the world. 

Wallenius Lines vessels have started to 
call at Aqaba since November 1989. The 
service ■ was - Suspended as from August 
1990 until the end : of October 1993 as a ‘ 
-result of the Gulf crisis and U.N. intercep- 
tion at Tiran Straits. In October 1993, 
Wallenius Lines operand indirect services 
from Jeddah to Aqaba by using feedering 
vessels. 

During 1994. Wallenius Lines resumed 
its direct services and came on top of all 
other RO-RO Liners serving Aqaba Port. 
Wallenius Lines’ total number of dis- 
charged units during 1994 was 2,123. thus 
constituting around 63.47 per cent of the 
total number of discharged units at Aqaba 
from north continent in that year. Also, 
during January-October 1995. Wallenius 
Lines’ total number of discharged units 
was 1,612, constituting around 35 per cent 
of the total units discharged at Aqaba dur- 


ing that period. 

Wallenius Lines is operating a bi-month- 
ly regular service to Aqaba from the north 
continent and die Mediterranean. 

The following is a press release on 
“Wallenius Lines Ordering Two New Car 
Carriers.” 

WALLENIUS LINES ORDERS ■ 
TWO NEW CAR CARRIERS 

Wallenius Lines has confirmed that it has 
ordered two new super car carriers from 
ihe Daewoo Okpo Shipyard in Korea for 
delivery in 1998. 

The 20 knot vessels will be sister ships to 
MS ‘TITUS’ and MS TURANDOT* 
which entered service with Wallenius 
Lines in November 1994 and January 1995 
respectively. 

Representing stare -of-the-art nautical 
and cargo handling methods, the new ships 
will be able to cany up to 5.850 cars. They 
will replace older tonnage which will be 
scrapped in 1998. 

Two similar vessels being constructed at 
the same yard are due for delivery in 


November 1995 and the second half of 
1997. This will bring the number of new 
ships ordered from the Daewoo yard to six 
in the past four years. 

Christer Olsson, chief executive, 
Wallenius Lines said: “These new budd- 
ings underpin Wallenius Lines policy of 
investing in new tonnage for our quality 
driven customers and reflects our continu- 
ing strive for excellence as exemplified by 
our Lloyd’s Register of Quality 
Assurance.” 

These new ships are well equipped for 
the best possible handling of cargo and 
consideration for the environment and the 
people working on and around the ships.” 
he added. 

Wallenius Lines is Europe’s largest car 
carrier and the fourth largest in the world 
The line operates a fleet of 30 vessels and 
carries close to one million cars annually. 
In 1994. Wallenius Lines became the 
world’s first shipping company to be 
awarded the Lloyd's Register of Quality 
Assurance combined quality certification 
with ISO 9002 and the ISM Code. 



John T. Gargour / Chairman 
Nadim T. Gargour / Managing Director 


Sailing Schedule 

Dote -26/-10/95 


Ports of 

Figaro 

Trite* Dinmtwtti 

JbadMem 

Medea 

Bofia 

Tunaidot 

TBS 

TBS 

Loading 

118 

012 

043 

120 

045 

010 



HsaJeo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

WaUhanm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21/1295 

- 

- 

Drammeo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gothenburg 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Bremerfuven 

12/10/95 

26/1095 

08/1195 

24/1 195 

08/1295 

23/1295 

109196 

259196 

Hamburg 

- 

- 

9/11/95* 

25/1195* 

9/12/95* 

24/12/95* 

11/1/96* 

26/196* 

Amsterdam 

13/10/95 

27/1095 

11/1195 

27/1 195 

11/1295 

27/1295 

139196 

289196 

Antwerp 

14/10195 

28/10/95 

12/1195 

28/1195 

12/1295 

28/1295 

149196 

299196 

Southampton 

17/10/95 

29/10/95 

13/1195 

29/1195 

13/1295 

29/1295* 

159196 

309196 

Le Havre 

- 

- 

14/1195* 

- 

14/1295* 

. 

16/196* 

- 

Barcelona 

21/10/95 

03/11/95 

18/1195 

03/1295 

19/1295 

029196 

2091/96 

049296 

Geneva 

23/1095 

04/11/95 

20/1195 

05/1295 

21/1295 

049196 

229196 

069296 

Ports of 
Discharge 









Aqaba 

29/1095 

1 0/1 1/95 

2S/11/95 

11/12/95 

27/12/95 

09/01/96 

2897/96 

12/02/96 

Jeddah 

31/10/95 

12/11/95 

27/1195 

13/1295 

29/1295 

119196 

3091/96 

149295 

Mina Qaboos 

05/1 1/95 

16/11/95 

02/1295 

18/1295 

03/0196 

169196 - 

059296 

199296 

Dubai 

06/11/95 

17/11/95 

03/1295 

19/1295 

04/0196 

179196 

069296 

209296 

Aba Dhabi 

07/11/95 

18/1195 

04/1295 

20/1295 

05/0196 

189196 

079296 

219296 

Mesaieed 

- 

19/11/95 

05/1295 

21/1295 

06/0196 

199196 

089296 

229295 

Bahrain 

- 

20/1195 

06/1295 

22/1295 

079196 

209196 

099296 

239296 

Dammam 

08/11/95 

21/1195 

07/1295 

23/1295 

089196 

219196 

10/0296 

249296 

Kuwait 

- 

22/1195 

08/1295 

24/1295 

099196 

229196 

119296 

259296 

PortKdang 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Singapore 

17/11/95 

01/1295 

17/129S 

02/0196 

189196 

319196 

199296 

059396 

LaemChabaag 

20/11/95 

03/1295 

20/1295 

5/1/1996* 

219196* 

3/2/199 6* 

22/2/96* 

8/396* 

Hour Kona 

24/11/95' 

07/1295 

24/1295 

099196 

259196 

079296 

269296 

129396 

Kedunx 

26/11/95 

08/1295 

26/1295 

11/0196 

279196 

099296 

289296 

149396 


TO BE CONFIRMED 
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Summit loaded with discussions, presentation 
of projects and business opportunities 


■By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein will inaugurate 
the Middle Hast and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit tomorrow with the 
participation of world leaders 
Lind high-ranking officials, di- 
plomats and businessmen. 
The international inaugura- 
tion will take place at the 
Palace of Culture at the 
Sports City at 11:00 a.m. 

The opening plenary ses- 
sion, introduced and moder- 
ated by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, will 
start at 11:15 and will be 
marked by the speeches from 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Sidi Mohammed of 
Morocco, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
and Russian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev. 

Also Yasser Arafat, presi- 
dent of the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA); Yitzhak 
Rabin, prime minister of 
Israel; Javier Solana, presi- 
dent of the Council of Minis- 
ters of the European Union; 
Amr Musa, minister of fore- 
ign affairs of Egypt; Andre’ 
Gullet, minister of foreign 
affairs of Canada; and Yasuo 
Fukuda. vice minister of fore- 


ign affairs of Japan will deliv- 
er speeches. 

A speech by Klaus 
Schwab, founder and presi- 
dent of the World Economic 
Forum (WEF), which has 
organised the conference, 
will conclude the opening 
plenary session. 

Later Sunday, at 5:30 
p.m., a second plenary ses- 
sion about “the role of the 
international community in 
supporting the economic 
underpinnings of peace- 
building’' will be held at the 
Palace of Culture, in the 
Sports City, moderated by 
Crown Prince Hassan. Minis- 
ters of foreign affairs from 
the UAE, Sweden, India, 
China and Tunisia and state 
ministers from Australia, Po- 
land, Brazil, Finland and 
Bulgaria are also registered 
as speakers in this session. 

At the same time, thematic 
discussions in parallel will be 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) and Regency 
Palace Hotel. 

The schedule for Monday, 
the second day of the confer- 
ence. is particularly busy. In 
the early morning Oct. 30, a 
networking breakfast with 
experts and media leaders is 
scheduled at the InterCon- 


tinental Hotel: A precious 
occasion for businessmen to 
meet their counterparts from 
all over the world, exchange 
views and business cards. 

The morning will continue 
with a plenary session moder- 
ated by Basel Jardaneh. 
minister of finance of Jordan, 
about “the economic cli- 
mate,” at the Palace of Cul- 
ture. Stanley Fischer, first 
managing director of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and Jassim AI Mannai, 
director-general of the Arab 
Monetary Fund, will deliver 
speeches. 

After the plenary session, 
there will be project pre- 
sentations in parallel: The 
Jordan Rift Valley develop- 
ment plan and “the multi- 
lateral peace process: Forg- 
ing a partnership for busi- 
ness.” The busy schedule of 
Monday morning will also 
include thematic discussions 
in parallel and will end up 
with a choice of nine different 
country lunches. 

Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, 
Morocco, PNA. Qatar, and 
Jordan will submit their list of 
projects in the evening ses- 
sion that starts at 3:30 p.m. 

A plenary session about 
“trade and industry” at the 


ministerial level will be held 
from 17:30 to 19:30 at the 
Palace of Culture. 

The next day, Tuesday, 
projects will be exchanged 
over breakfast at the Irtler- 
.Continental Hotel, to give 
businessmen a further oppor- 
tunity to discuss possibilities 
for joint ventures, part- 
nerships and cooperation. 
Another plenary session, 
opening at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Palace of Culture, will be 
dedicated to “infrastruc- 
ture.” 

The Tuesday’s project pre- 
sentations. which will stan at 
11:00 a.m., will deal with 
business and regional coop- 
eration in the Middle East, as 
presented by the Regional 
Economic Development 
Working Group (REDWG). 

The second part of project 
presentations for Jordan and 
Israel will be held at RCC. 
and Regency Palace respec- 
tively at 11:00 a.m. 

Also, at the same time, 
four industry workshops ab- 
out financial services, food 
and agro, textiles and 
apparel, and transportation 
will take place at the RCC in 
different rooms. 

After the industry work- 
shop lunches, the programme 


for the day continues at 3:00 
p.m. with project presenta- 
tions by Egypt, Tunisia, and 
PNA. The Gulf of Aqaba 
development plan will also be 
submitted at the same time at 
the RCC. Speakers from 
Brussels, Germany, Jordan 
and Egypt are expected to 
intervene at the session mod- 
erated by David Brodet, 
director-general at the Israeli 
Ministry of Finance. 

Other industry workshops 
will also be held’ at the RCC 
in the evening. The dosing 
session, due at the Palace of 
Culture at 18:4-5. will see the 
signing ceremony on institu- 
tional structures related to 
regional economic coopera- 
tion. 

Pre-registration for partici- 
pants who arrive early will be 
accepted today (Saturday) at 
the Intercontinental Hotel 
from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Special shuttle transport 
from hotels to the Inter .Con- 
tinental Hotel as well as to all 
other locations of the sum- 
mit’s meetings during the 
three-day economic interna- 
tional conference will be 
available. 

Plenary sessions will be in- 
terpreted in Arabic, English 
and French. 


Jordan, Israel sign 
agricultural agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
2 nd Israel on Thursday 
signed an agreement paving 
the ground for cooperation in 
agricultural fields and fadli- . 
taring the exchange of agri- 
cultural products. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, which was signed 
by Minister of Agriculture 
Man sour Ben Tarif and his 
Israeli counterpart Yaqoub 
Tsour, the two sides will ex- 
change expertise and orga- 
nise spraying campaigns and 
hold joint seminars and train- 
ing courses as well as exhibi- 
tions pertaining to agricul- 
ture. 

They also agreed to carry 
out joint efforts to induce 
rain, carry out agricultural 
research programmes and to 
give Jordan preferential 
treatment whenever Israel is 
in need of fresh products 
which will be exempted from 
any customs fees. 

The agreement exempted 
specific Jordanian procducts 
told to Israel from customs 
duty like olive ofl, sheep, 
goats, meat, white boiled 
rheese, fruits and vegetables, 
it also gave Jordan the right 
to choose the sorts of agri- 
rultural products it wishes to 
import from Israel. 

Israel has pledged to facili- 


tate the import of Jordanian 
agricultural exports to the 
Palestine self-rule areas and 
agreed to join Jordan in set- 
ting up joint agricultural pro- 
jects and to form a committee 
to meet annually to follow up- 
the implementation of the 
agreement and overcome any 
obstacles impeding it. 

At the outset of the signing 
ceremony held in the Jordan 
Valiev, Mr. Ben Tarif deli- 
vered an address underlining 
the importance of the deal 
which he said provides for 
fruitful cooperation between 
Jordan and Israel in the ex- 
change of expertise, useful 
information and agriculture 
related technology especially 
in combating pests and opens 
tiie way for Jordan to export 
its products to Israeli mar- 
kets. 

Jordan - has made major 
strides in the production of 
vegetables, fruits, milk pro- 
ducts, eggs and poultry meat 
and has surplus of these com- 
modities which can find their 
way to Israeli markets, said 
the minister. 

The Israeli minister said 
that the agreement will serve 
as a baas for future coopera- 
tion in many agricultural 
fields. 


Summit to strengthen peace 
process by promoting business 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Gregory 
Blatt and Frederic Sicre. 
members of the executive 
board of the World Econo- 
mic Forum (WEF), on Thurs- 
day stressed the importance 
of bringing together leading 
businessmen and political 
decision-makers to streng- 
then the peace process in the 
region. The Middle East 
North Africa (MENA) econ- 
mic summit, an annual sum- 
mit advancing economic de- 
velopment and cooperation 
in tthe region and creating 
new forms of partnerships 
between the public and pri- 
vate sectors, is the watershed 
event in the region. Mr. Blatt 
and Dr. Sicre told a press 
conference that extensive in- 
fluence of the summit, which 
identifies the issues facing the 
MENA region and creates 
strategies whose repercus- 
sions are felt positively here 
and abroad. 

At the second MENA eco- 
nomic summit, some 1100 
businessmen. 300 high-level 
representatives from govern- 
ments. regional and interna- 
tional organisations. 50 ex- 
perts and 550 journalists will 
meet for three days of inten- 
sive discussions in Amman 
Oct. 29-31. 


Compared to the first 
MENA economic summit 
held in Casablanca. Moroc- 
co. at this time last year, the 
agenda of the meeting will be 
“more business-driven” said 
Mr. Blatt. “and the summit 
will produce even more tangi- 
ble results." 

The summit will focus on 
specific projects for economic 
development. Business lead- 
ers will make direct proposals 
to government leaders to im- 
prove the investment climate 
in the region. All partici pants 
have been invited to contri- 
bute to the project exchange, 
and individual governments 
will put forward specific pro- 
jects during the three-day 
meeting. 

To foster company-to- 
company matchmaking.’ the 
World Economy Forum has 
created a database and e-mail 


system to help participants 
identify and contact potential 
business panne rs. Many busi- 
ness deals, including impor- 
tant contracts in the energy 
sector, are expected to be 
concluded during the sum- 
mit. 

Several current and future 
projects will be presented at 
the summit. Ministers of 
Israel. Egypt. Jordan and the 
Palestinian (National) Au- 
thority will take the oppor- 
tunity of the summit to pre- 
sent seven joint regional pro- 
jects. In addition. Bahrain. 
Tunisia. Morocco and Qatar 
will present projects to the 
international business com- 
munity. Finally, individual 
companies, including ENT. 
Amoco and Enron, will also 
present projects which are 
under development in rhe 
Gulf. Levant and Magreb. 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia B. Hopewell 


ACROSS 
1 Borden abbr. 

5 Meaningless talk 
9 Earth color 

14 Voyaging 

15 In unison, 
musically 

16 Pursuit 

17 Cans 

18 Certain worker, 
briefly 

19 Sacher — 

20 ‘Room — " (film) 

22 Kicked 

23 Beasts of 
burden 

24 Keep — on 
(watch) 

25 Appraised 
28 Veered 

32 Accumulate 

33 Aviator 

34 Hatchet 

35 London gallery 

36 Phones 

37 City on the 
Mediterranean 

38 Suffix with 
meteor 

39 Small cutting 
tools 

40 Wandered 

41 South Pacific 
ami 

43 Poor dwellings 

44 Portions of land 

45 European 

46 Property 
49 Left secretly 

53 Court decree 

54 Twaddle 

55 Be tedious 

56 Skin disease 

57 Feed the kitty 

58 Yale students 

59 Guide 

60 Pay attention 

61 Upset 

DOWN 

1 — Hari 

2 Take it — 
comes 

3 Landlord’s due 

4 Certain factory 

5 Stood at the 
plate 
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7 
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All rights reserved. 

6 “ — a Grecian 
Urn" 

7 Cesspool 

8 Cognizant 

9 Calendar word 

10 Make a 
selection 

11 Red deer 

12 Puntadel — 

13 Bulrush or cattail 

21 Former spouses 

22 Reveals 

24 Coin flip call 

25 Prophetic 


Thursday’s puzzle solved 


□ 

□ 

□ 

H 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Q 
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MR 


26 Senator 

□ 

B 

□ 

□ 

B 

□ 

□ 

B 

□ 

□ 

□ 

LJ 

□ 


Alphonse D - — 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

0 

□ 

□ 

B 

□ 

□ 

□ 


27 Subsequently 

28 Barton or Bow 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B 

E3 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B 

B 



29 Unsophisticated 

30 Surpass 

31 Homeowner 
papers 

33 Conflagrations 

36 Like neglected 
furniture 

37 Thanksgiving 
month 


39 Desk mat 

40 A Barrett 

42 Declare 

43 Chopped 

45 AI — (spaghetti 
preference) 

46 Batters 


47 QED word 

48 Eng. composer 

49 Beach sight 

50 Chukker game 

51 Author Ambler 

52 Escritoire 

54 Scrooge word 
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“1 spoke 129,743 words to you last 
week and you only spoke 1 ,324 words 
to me. You owe me 128,419 words!" 


IMF predicts Middle East 
economic in tegra tion to start 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
high-level government and 
business meeting that opens 
Sunday in Amman, will 
launch a new body to bring 
together the economies of the 
Middle East, the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
predicted. 

“It’s likely there will be 
some announcement in Am- 
man... that they will begin to 
work concretely towards set- 
ting up a Middle East de- 
velopment bank and that at 
same time they’ll get it going 
with something less ambi- 
tious just to make sure that 
work is actually done on re- 
gional integration.” said 
Stanley Fischer, the No. 2 
man at the fund. 

Many details are still unde- 
cided. Mr. Fischer told a 
news conference, but be be- 
lieved the meeting would go 


ahead on the bank — a Lk ' n ' 
troversial undertaking. with 
opposition both in count! ie> 
of the region and some out- 
side which would be expected 
to take pan. 

He said it might take two 
years to set up the bank. 

He cautioned that whatev- 
er is set up would not bear 
foiit at once but that any such 
bank would lend money, not 
just technical aid. 

Mr. Fischer foresaw a big 
role for the private sector m 
such a Middle East bank. 

One proposal, he s»d. 
would be to begin with most 
of the capital coming from 
outside of the region but with 
the balance eventually shift- 
ing to money from the region 
itself. 

He said a large outside 
participation would be a reas- 
surance to people who deal 


with the bank A way should 
be found, he **uid. w insure 
that outside participation 
continues He added that m 
the ease of the bank set up to 
help the countries of eastern 
Europe after the Soviet cof- 
I.tpsc - the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment — many govern- 
menis jumped in at the start 
but their interest faded a few 
months later. 

He pointed out that the 
oil -rich count ncs of the Mid- 
dle East have largely invested 
their money outside the re- 
gion. 

“If three to four per cent of 
the portfolios held by the 
recioii were shifted into ilx 
region , it would make a big 
difference to the develop- 
ment prospects ot quite a few 
countries Mr. Fischer said. 


Rabin wants EU free 
trade for peace partners 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin Friday pushed 
for the European Union 
(EU) to reward the Jewish 
state's peace partners Egypt, 
Jordan, and the Palestinians 
with free trade agreements. 

But Mr. Rabin, in a meet- 
ing with the EU delegation, 
slammed Syria for blocking 
“openness... in the Arab 
World toward Israel.” 


“Israel has free trade 
agreements with the Euro- 
pean Union but there is no 
such agreement between the 
EU and Egypt. Jordan and 
the Palestinians.” Mr. Rabin 
was quoted by a statement 
issued by his office as telling 
the delegation. 

“The prime minister re- 
quested the Troika ministers 
examine this issue in order 
that all of the other partners 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|<x by Hwiri Arnold ond MA* Argiffon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


NIFET | 

L 

□ 

□ 


I never mougrx 
he ooo 4 


n 


E3) ’QaiMiSmai k 
U ilvatamc 


GLARN 




LU 



CHABLE 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


J 


B 

RANEY 



f \ f \ 


J 



Now arrange (he circled letters 10 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here . 
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Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: RAPID CHAFE FICKLE IMPUGN 
Answer Passengers can become this to certain cab 
- drivers — FARE GAME 


Peanuts 





Andy Cap 


IMtMCh 

mi hnauo.,11 
••MOU. i-TCiir rn. 



1 KESPTEUJNG 
YOU NOT TO . 

I TON MY KIT/ 
YDIWEBURNTA 
HOLS IN MY SHIRT 
L ANDTrtS REALiy, 

• NOTICEABLE-' 


1CZJ 



Muttfn’Jeff 



in the region in the peace 
process can enjoy the fruits of 
peace.” it >aid. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana. whose country- 
holds the EU's rotating chair, 
made no comment after 
meeting Mr. Rabin in Tel 
Aviv. After later talks with 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres in occupied Jerusalem, 
he told a news conference. 

"It is an important visit... 
we feclcommined to the de- 
velopment of the Middle 
East.” 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY, OCTOBER 28, 1995 

By Thomas S Pterson , 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 

..ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Be wise and get into the 
business world today and 
take care of whatever you 
have little time for during 
busy work day and need to be 
settled. 

TAURUS: (April 2)) to May 

20) Go to new places and be 
with persons today who can. 
assist you to get ahead faster 
at this time and later in the 
future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) This is a fine day today to 
study the monetary* angles of 
whatever interests you have 
in mind for later this evening 
and in the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You can meet 
objective thinking persons to- 
day who can be of great 
assistance. It is best you’re 
not to sensitive in order io 
gain help from them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Be more practical and get 
activities completed which ■ arc 
necessary, and forget about 
going off on a spree which 
will be unnecessary. Be more 
cooperative with fellow 
associates. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can ex- 
press yourself best at home so 
get busy today and make 
your abode more charming 
for close friends. Have a de- 
lightful time with them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get out to what- 
ever has to be completed in 
public which is difficult to 
handle during busy work days 
and take pals along with you. .. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make out im- 
portant reports and state- 
ments today and show others 
what your true feelings are. 
Handle any travel difficulties 
which do develop. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) This is a 
good day for studying books 
or records and handling other 
practical affairs which require 
your attention to be com- 
pleted properly. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You like to get 
all the facts of any situation 
straight and then you can 
handle them well. You 
should apply this to persona! 
affairs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Quietly plan 
how to be more practical in 
your personal affairs today 
and you will get the right 
results. Stop making prom- 
ises you have no intention of 
fulfilling to the one you love. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Know what it is 
that friends want front you 
today and endeavour to 
please them, and you will be 
happier in your own heart for 
making them occur. 

Birthstone of October: Opal 
•*— Tourmaline 
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Business & Finance 

Investors pin hopes on foreign capital 
to revive Amman Financial Market 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1995 J) 


By Suleiman Ai Khali di 
Renter 

AMMAN — Oman’s inves- 
tors hope new laws will 
attract foreign foods needed 
to revive a stock market still 
unconvinced that Jordan's 
peace treaty with Israel will 
pay dividends. 

Investors, awaiting a 
cabinet announcement this 
month that will ease limits on 
foreign ownership, chink in- 
ternational funds could start 
to flow in by the end of this 
year. 

A law earlier this month 
eliminated cumbersome case- 
by-casc cabinet approval of 
foreign purchases. 

The legal changes are 
timed to coincide with the 
economic summit on the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca opening in Amman on 
Sunday, during which Jordan - 
hopes to attract the interest 
of emerging market funds. 

“From now until the end of 
the year there will be a turn- 
ing point in the market as 
regards foreign investment 
that should show its results at 
the start of 1996,” said Samih 
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Qambawi, general manager 
of the Arab Fmanda! Invest- 
ment Company, a firm in- 
volved in long-term stock in- 
vestment. 

The Amman Financial 
Market index fell Tuesday to 
158.07, above the 143.63 
level when the peace treaty 
was signed on Oct. 25. 1994 
but far off the record high of 
181.63 in July 1993. 

Foreign investment makes 
up only 4.2 per cent of the 
$4.4 billion capitalised mar- 
ket of nearly 100 listed com- 
panies, little changed since 
the start of Middle East 
peace talks in 1991 despite 
1993’s market boom. 

There has been foreign in- 
terest: More than 60 funds 
sought cabinet permission to 
invest a total of $400 million 
and. received approvals 
covering $160 million in the 
two years until May 1994. 

But a freeze on applica- 
tions that month when the 
state began to overhaul in- 
vestment rules caused many 
to delay purchases. 

“Ifs a small market and 
any injection of liquidity will 


show results quickly, and 
while there will be a sudden 
rise, the market will then he 
steady,*' Mr. Qamhawi said. 

Mr. Qamhawi and other 
investors believe foreign 
funds could inject 300 million 
to 500 million dinars ($423 
million to $704 million) over 
the next year. 

However, even enthusiasts 
agree that foreign investment 
will be gradual, long-term 
and focused on large capital- 
ised companies with healthy 
earnings m the official mar- 
ket. 

There are also 32 mostly 
newly established companies 
in the primary market, where 
they trade for a year before 
moving to the official market, 
and nearly 50 new companies 
waiting to be listed. 

Mohammad Tash. general 
manager of the brokerage 
firm National Securities 
Company, which has acted 
for many foreign funds, fore- 
sees “a gradual increase in 
the foreign investment mix in 
the Jordanian equity market, 
with it reaching a good per- 
centage of the total." 


Mr. Tash says funds now 
waiting for the legal changes 
will spur activity next year. 
"The majority look at” Jor- 
dan's market as a promising 
though small market, seeing 
opportunities to make good 
returns in allocating a percen- 
tage of their funds.” 

They will not disrupt the 
market by speculative activ- 
ity, he added to calm fears of 
those who foresee overheat- 
ing and volatility. 

“Emerging funds are 
already taking the bulk of the 
risk fay simply choosing to 
invest in Jordan ... they are 
risk-averse to speculate or be 
involved in sudden huge in- 
flows or outflows of capital," 
Mr. Tash said. 

Besides lack of foreign 
capital, many blame current 
problems on the absence of 
institutional buying due to a 
tight money policy that has 
curbed bank lending for stock 
purchases. 

The policy has also made 
deposit yields more attractive 
than stock dividends. 

“It's a tight liquidity mar- 
ket and the market is no 


longer as attractive for banks 
because whatever they have 
of funds are given priority to 
meet the needs of financing 
loans, said Jawad Hadid, 
general manager of Jordan's 
Arab Banking Corporation. 

The value of shares traded 
fell nearly 14 per cent in the 
first nine months of 1995 to 
351 million dinars ($494 mil- 
lion) from 406.7 million di- 
nars ($573 million) in the 
same period last year. 

Fresh stock issues by estab- 
lished and new companies 
exceeding 240 million dinars 
(S338 million) this year have 
also drawn down liquidity. 

Investors complain that the 
Middle East peace process 
has so far failed to give the 
predicted impetus. But a year 
after Jordan made peace with 
Israel, Jordanian investors 
are optimistic that the climate 
may be changing. 

“As long as the tangible 
results of the peace process 
that could bring positive eco- 
nomic benefits have not 
appeared, the market will re- 
main undervalued," Mr. 
Hadid said. 


Prices drop at AFM 


. By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices dropped 
at the Amman stock market 
last week as investors sought 
liquidity on hopes that this 
week’s economic conference 
in Amman would produce 
tangible foreign investment 
in the country to benefit local 
entities, brokers said Friday. 

They said prices were de- 
liberately depressed despite 
high enthusiasm that the Oct. 
29-31 Middle East and North 
Africa economic conference 
would advance Jordanian 
hopes of multi-million dollar 
investments with American 
and European government 
support. 


Contributing to the de- 
pression in the market were 
revelations that an American 
company which signed a $120 
million project for a recrea- 
tion park at the Red Sea 
resort of Aqaba was a fake 
company with a capital of 
$200, the brokers said. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said weekly turnover 
was 4.7 million dinars, down 
nearly five per cent from the 
previous week's 4.5 million 
dinars. 

The report said 2.9 million 
shares changed hands during 
the week under 3.752 con- 
tracts. Average daily trading 
during the week was 940,000 
dinars compared with the 


previous week's 900.000 di- 
nars. 

Industrials accounted for 
41.4 per cent of the week’s 
trading with a volume of 1.96 
million dinars, followed by 
banks with 1.89 million di- 
nars. the services sector with 
830.000 dinars and insurance 
stocks with 52.000 dinars, the 
report said. 

The ' official AFM index 
closed for the week at 157.9 
per cent, down 2.6 points, or 
1.6 per cent, from the week’s 
opening of 160.5 points. 

Separate sectoral indices 
showed that industrials lost 
1.8 per cent during the week, 
banks 1.6 per cent, services 
sector 1.8 per cent, and insur- 
ance 0.5 per cent. 


The week saw shares of 88 
companies changing hands. 
As trading closed for the 
week. 16 of them had gained, 
56 slipped and 16 remained 
unchanged. 

Brokers said the depress- 
ion in the market was almost 
deliberate since many inves- 
tors sought liquidity to exer- 
cise their options depending 
on the outcome of the 
MENA economic conference 
that begins Sunday. Several 
billion dollars of projects, 
both in infrastructure and 
commercial opportunities, 
are expected to be presented 

“Everybody is hoping that 
agreement on financing some 
of the projects will be 
reached during the summit. 


and hence the frenzy to have 
liquidity." said a broker. 

The broker said investors 
were also shocked by reports 
that an American company. 
"MAGIC World," which had 
signed a $120 million recrea- 
tion park project at Aqaba, 
could be fictiou5 and did not 
have finances to build the 
project. 

“That sent shock waves 
through the business com- 
munity despite government 
assurances that the agree- 
ment was not binding but was 
only a letter of intent." said 
the broker. “Now everybody 
is looking for concrete signs 
of liquidity and financial sta- 
tus of any company that steps 
into rhe Jordanian scene." 
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Foreign investment at AFM 
may reach $700m until * 98 

ACCORDING TO well-informed 
financial sources, an international fund 
called the Jordan Index Common Trust 
intends to invest Sl2 million at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) over the coming 
three years. The sources indicated thal 
many international investment funds will 
focus on investing at the AFM and the Tel 
Aviv stock exchange while other funds will 
seek other forms of investment in Jordan 
and Israel as well as other countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa. The 
sources expect foreign investment at the 
AFM to reach JD 500 million (S700 
million) during the coming three years 
noting that many international investment 
funds have contracted many banks and 
institutions in Jordan to invest large 
amounts at the AFM (AI Dustour). 

Jordan could receive B.B 
or B credit rating 

INFORMED SOURCES said Jordan 
could be receiving a credit rating of B.B or 
B from Moody's and Standard and Poor's, 
the world's top tw-o credit rating institu- 
tions. Only Saudi Arabia. Turkey and 
Israel have credit rating in the region. 
Israel's rating is B.B.B. (AI Dustour). 

Local banks reportedly sign 
16 agreements 

KNOWLEDGEABLE BANKING 
sources said that local banks in Jordan 
have signed agreements with 16 of the 
largest trust banks in the world to organise 
the flow of international capital to the 
AFM (AI Dustour). 

Hamameh says sales tax 
opens door to price rises 

**r ECONOMICS PROFESSOR Munir 
Hamameh said in a lecture that the sales 
tax will have a great impact on increasing 
prices. He explained that that does nol 
mean a rise in prices only but opening 
permanent conditions to increase prices as 
we are suffering from various forms of 
continued price rises which lead to more 
people falling to poverty line. Dr. Hamar- 
neh pointed - out that many economists 
have opposed this tax describing it as a 
tool hindering economic development 
under the present circumstances. He stres- 


sed the need to support local production to 
counter higher costs, lower demand and 
heightened competition resulting from the 
increase in sales tax and the reduction in 
protection for local industries. Dr. Hamar- 
jneh said the incentives given in the tax 
package would not boost investment is as 
much as the development of local technol- 
ogy in a good form (AI Dustour). 

Businessmen issue 
publications 

** THE JORDANIAN Business Asso- 
' ciation has prepared a number of publica- 
tions. Five of them fully cover all aspects 
of the national economy. The remaining 
publications are the second edition of the 
Companies Law in English, the directory 
for the Jordanian business community, the 
latest book on the business climate and 
investment in Jordan in English and a 
book containing a number of speeches by 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
(AI Dusiour). 

Investments total $700m 
since August 1994 

☆☆ A TOTAL of JD 548 million (approx- 
imately $700 million) of investments were 
recorded by the Department of Invest- 
ment Promotion at the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade since August 1994 until now. 
said Asem Hindawi, the department's 
director-general (AI Dusiour). 

324 firms invest JD 43.8m 

THE CAPITAL of 324 companies 
which registered at the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade last month was JD 43.8 
million. 7.2 per cent less than the amount 
during August when the capital invested 
by 383 companies was JD 47.2 million. 
The number of industrial companies which 
registered in September was 43 having a 
combined capital of JD 31.5 million while 
the number of commercial companies was 
25b having a total capital of JD 7.8 million. 
Other companies which registered in 
September were one agricultural entity 
with a JD 4 million capital, six construc- 
tion company with a JD 202,000 in equity 
and 18 service institutions carrying a JD 
256.000 in capital. In September "of last 
year, a total of 49 industrial companies 
registered with a JD 37.2 million capital 
while the number of commercial com- 
panies was 173 with a capital of JD 3.5 
million (AI Dustour). 


SOS Village celebrates 
King’s birthday 

ON THE OCCASION of the 60th birthday of His Majesty 
King Hussein, and under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
'Queen Noor, the SOS Children’s Village Association of 
Jordan in cooperation with AlahEa-Abela bolds a drawing 
competition undo 1 the title ’'Hussein’s Jordan: Year 2000. ” 
The association is inviting all children between die ages 
5-14 to participate in this competition. The drawings should 
express die children’s views of Jordan in the year 2000 
under the care and love of His Majesty King Hussein. 

Name, date of birth, address, and telephone number of 
all participants should be dearly written. Participation fee 
for each drawing is JD 1, in support of SOS Children in 
Jordan. 

AH drawings should be submitted to SOS representative 
at Alahtia Abela between Oct. 28-Nov. 12, from 4-9 
where they will be put on display, and should be done on 
other A4 or A3 size paper or cardboard. 

Each participation enables its bolder to receive a lottery 
ticket for 2 persons, for one week in Earn Disney, 
presented by the Toy-Shop at Alablia Abela. 

Names of winners will be announced during a special 
festival held at Alablia Abela on Nov. 14, 1995, between 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. 
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gg DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Urn Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and l 
villas 

FumishedAjnfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Teh 810605, 810609, 810520 


STUMO 

Professiooal Qu 
1 Hour Sendee 
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Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geU- 

• JUMMO photo 
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A SECURE 

Hotel 

SwelffyeK 




t.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

nj jMMAi LSjLfl 

863944 - 816690 


&&eend. 

Cafe 1 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE* 

Sweifiyeh 


tSlANAHEL 

UEUfS TAH 


Deluxe Villas 
\8lAppartmen.ts\ 
in Amman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


AMmaa U Auwm 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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am, 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere 'in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytunal 
Housing Estate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pom 
600 - 1100 a/n. 
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XZEEHWAN HRBENS 
BHINKK RESTAURANT 
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TeU *11174 
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Sashimi 
Sushi 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3680/90 
13934/44 
1.5620/30 
1.1310/20 
28.65/69 
4.8787/37 
1591.7/3.2 
10130/40 
63730/30 
6.1750/00 
5.4111/11 
1.4145/55 
0.7545/50 
7.7330/40 

One sterling $13809/19 
One ounce of gold $382.60382.75 


Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


FOR YOUR 
Advertisement 

wSffl 

in, 

Jordan 


jm. "II jliili 


667171 ext. 223 
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TECHNICAL 
*ETAL WORK 5 

Suppliers of high 
qualify welding 
machines, 
electrodes, fhuoes. 
and acc es sories. 
Hove 0 jjMKfaf ond 
fuUyaqtrippmd 
auc Ha n for 


Fax lb. 750208-787830 
Tel Ho. 750208-7B7830 
MUsrn«a!fc67»«3I0 
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For Res. 812997 - 814113 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

irand Unfurnished ir 

k. L. 

£ Villas apartments £ 

gand office Space 1 

tr cl 

0T0 Suit all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 

rrrtli! 


\cfg0P 


srvn Tel. 680093 



A VIS RENTACAR 


RENTA PHONE 

when you pick 
up your kcv:< 


W c lrv harder 




WOTL 

TEL 758180' 

mlkbofficc 605843-690157 
RADIO & TV STATION RD. 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmetsani 

Tel: 6 93399 


M. Hirin' N. ,ikk;)"i iV Sins 

Francesco 

smalto 

Paris 

Men-’-i WeaT 


_ouis Feraud - Ammra 
Commercial Center GF. 
Um - Uthaina - Tel: SS4721 



junior 

MaxMara 

SPORTMM 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 
TeL 647800 


fjinc J/bt of Dtalian Coofefnjj 



J* « ★ * 

( Bu Confan Chef 


uca'Voncini 
Jjimch & Winner 

TX654201- 654500 
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Sports 


Schumacher stuns rivals 


SUZUKA. Japan (AFP) — 
Newlj. crowned world cham- 
pion Michael Schumacher 
posted a stunning last-second 
qualifying lap on Friday to 
take provisional pole position 
for Sunday’s Japanese Grand 
Prix. 

In the final minute of the 
one-hour session, the pole 
went successively to Ferrari's 
Jean Alesi. Damon Hill in 
the Williams Renault, and 
then Schumacher. 

lhe double champion 
threw* his Benetton Renault 
round the 5.81cm Suzuka cir- 
cuit six-tenths of a second 
faster than Hill. His Imin 
38.42Ssec was set at an aver- 
age speed of 214.475 kph. 
Hill timed 1:39.032. 

Mika Hakkinen. driving 
for the first time since an 
emergency appendix opera- 
tion two weeks ago. set third 
quickest time of 1:39.127 in 
his McLaren Mercedes. 

“I am absolutely delighted 
to be in the top three." said 
.Hakkinen. "The operation 
didn't affect me at all and 
everything is back to nor- 
mal.” 

Schumacher was equally 
delighted with his provisional 
pole". "It's something else."- 
he said. “We haven't had this 
for a Iona time." 

This is the tenth race since 
Schumacher took pole posi- 
tion in Canada, though he 
has won six times since then 
and and is on course to equal 
Nigel Mansell's record of 
nine wins in a season. 

Hill, snappy with the press 
here following criticism in the 
British media after his cham- 
pionship defeat at Aida, said 
he expected more of his car 
on Saturday. 

He said the car was too low- 
on his first run Friday. “It 
was getting hotter and hotter, 
and my backside got 
roasted!" he said. 

He pajed Schumacher a 
compliment for his provision- 


Michael Schumacher 

ai pole time. “It is a trade: 
mark of Michael's that he 
always manages to pull out 
something extra, so you jus! 
have to go back to your re- 
serves and find somefhing ex- 
tra yourself." 

After Hill’s teammate. 
David Coulthard. set fastest 
time 24 minutes into the ses- 
sion with 1:40.040. Alesi took 


the lead two minutes later 
with two successive laps, his 
best being 1:39.460. 

He held the place until 
Schumacher posted 1:39.214 
on his first run. 

After Coulthard took the 
pole back. Benetton made a 
change for the last run. “It 
worked out perfectly," said 
Schumacher. 

Hill. Coulthard. Alesi and 
Schumacher all went out four 
minutes from the end of the 
session, and the times tum- 
bled by the second. 

Alesi set fastest time only 
to be beaten by Hill, and 
Hakkinen, with "Schumacher 
setting the seal on the session 
as time ran ou't. 

Coulthard was pushed 
down to fifth, but having 
never driven at Suzuka until 
the morning practice, he was 
happy with his performance. 

“It is an absolutely fantas- 
tic track," he said. “But it 
was pretty scary when I first 
went out' this morning, be- 
cause you have to force your- 
self to learn the track quick- 
ly-"’ 


HiNARi 



INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY ... in 
lj AQABA .. the city of magic and beauty 

| A 6,000 square metre piece of land located within the hotel area, 
h with access to the sea by two 6-metre-wide passages. The land’s 
front side, about 100 metres long, faces the beach boulevard and 
is privileged by its proximity to the Aqaba city centre. Appropriate 
for a touristic project. For more information, kindly write to: FAX 
NO. 615164- Amman. 


JORDAN DESIGN AND TRADE CENTER 




TAKE BACK A M0MENT0 OF YOUR VISIT TO JORDAN 

CHOOSE FROM THE LARGEST SELECTION OF JORDANIAN HANDICRAFTS 
rugs • pottery • cushions • clothing • wrought iron • basketry 
jewellery • pottery* hand- blown glass • small souvenirs 
Opening hours: 9am - 7pm except fridays 
all major credit cards accepted - shipping worldwide 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation « 699141/2 
Off Wadi Saqra Street between King Ad bull ah Gardens and Safeway. 
Second right after gas station 


im Amman 1 95 


UNITED TRAVEL AGENCY 

& United Airlines 
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We welcome all 

DELEGATES TO THE 

MENA Summit and 

ARE GLAD TO ANNOUNCE 
24 HOUR SERVICE FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS 
TRAVEL NEEDS 


“Having got through that." 
Coulthard said. ”1 am feeling 
good out there. I am certain 
there is more to come tomor- 
row," he said, aiming for a 
fifth successive pole posirion. 

Heinz-Harald Frentzen set 
sixth time in his Sauber-Ford. 
His teammate Karl Wendlin- 
ger. who suffered serious 
head injuries at Monaco last 
year, was 17th in his return to 
racing after being laid off 
early this season. 

Wendlinger said he felt in 
better shape than earlier this 
year, and mentally stronger. 
He had no problems with the 
physically demanding Suzuka 
circuit but he said it was 
difficult to judge his own 
performance, having had 
only eight races in two years. 

Eddie Irvine in the Jordan 
Peugeot was seventh at the 
track where he made his 
striking Formula One debut 
two years ago. achieving the 
rare result of finishing in the 
points in his first Grand Prix. 

Behind him were Gerhard 
Berger in the second Ferrari 
and Schumacher's teammate 
Johnny Herbert, both having 
their qualifying sessions cut 
short by crashes. 

Irvine's teammate Rubens 
Barrichello completed the 
ren fastest of the 24 cars. The 
tailender was Mark Blundell, 
who after a morning fraught 
with technical problem, ran 
off the track on his first lap in 
qualifying. 

Ligier Mugen Honda team 
chief Tom walkinshaw later 
confirmed that Martin Brun- 
dle would be returning to 
partner Olivier Panis in Ade- 
laide. Brundle's last race for 
the team before he joins Jor- 
dan next vear. 


NABIL & H1SHAM THEATRE 

presents 

the satirical comedy show 

“ Peace Oh Peace ” 

IN ENGLISH 

Every Saturday, starting October 7, 1995 



Last performance 

at the Nabil & Hisham Theatre 
1st Circle, Rainbow Street. Jabal Amman. 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations caB 625155 or 640155 


AMMAN ECONOMIC SUMMIT 

For the foreign television news stations 
Daflah Telecom Production Co. 
will supply you with all TV production 
equipment: 

1 . Cameras and crew 

2. Editing facilities 

3. All broadcast Beta Cam SP. 

For more information call 861979 or pager 24169, . 
Ahmad Tahapsam 
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goren bridge 


wnXOMAR SHARIF 
ATMWANWRSCH 

O' CM TttlMMHi Saw*** !l * 

answers to weekly mum QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, ml South 
^fl4 ll< OAKQ7 6Ci3 CAQ 

SOUTH 

ftwt Pw . p *r„ 7 
What is your opening aiT 

A* You have a good hand oflien*»ve- 
ly. but on defcneo ought not 
even two tricks. Since partner 

ia a paaoed hand, gnw up all 
thoughts of aUm and open tour 
hearts. 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, ai Sooth 
2*4 CAKQ76S2 OAQ +** 

«*T 

I V Pm 1 a Pm 

What do you bid now? 

A - Do not make a puadlamoiuu* 
jump to three hearts — partner 
mi gh t, think that you need a mod- 
icum of heart support to push on to 
game. With S 112 playing tricks m 
your own hand and a wii-auffiocnt 
suit, jump to four hearts. 

Q. 3 -As South, vulnerable, you 
hoMb 

*73 CT 62 OK 87 *EQJ 103 


Please call us at 641959 from 8:00 a.m. until. 6:00 p.m, 
AND AT 079-38828 FROM 6:00 P.M. ONWARDS. 



SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

PaM Paaa 1 0 Pan 

3* Pan 3 0 Pan 

What action do you take 7 

A - Don't panic and pan because 
you think you are a little light for 
your two-over-eae response. You 
have a good suit, a fit for partner 
and a ruffing value, and partner 
has heard your pan. You ow part- 
ner another bid and a raise to four 
diamonds is a standout choice. 


q. 4 . Neither voliwnbk M 
•South voil brfd: " k 

CKQ7* «*Tf 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
ihe bidding wuh ono spado. What 
action do you take’ 

A ■ True, vou do not hi** a pviatt. 
band. b«’»l is far ufrr u art wr 
than to try to balance should w 
enrmv 3UCB0n die at *P**®#. 
Dnoble fix lakoouL. 

Q 5 . Nnthfldr vulaarnbln, a* 

zsnssn s&f w 

1 Pan 1 C- Fan 

W 

What do you bid no*' 

A- Your minimum 4. -3-5-3 s h a p * 
and stopper in every suit auppM a 
ore- no trump rubai ar.d indsad 
that's the call we would reconumad 
aver any other suit rwp&fl**. 
However, it is coo dangrroua to aup- 
pxva* good four-card support »r 
partner's major. Raise K> two 

hearts. 

Q.6- Both vulnerable, si South 
you bold? 

Li io ca j to s 4 o* *qj«at 

The biriins haa proev^rd; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Pi* Pwas l a Paso 

2 <7 Pa m 3 0 Pm 
* 

What do you bid now? 

A * At first glance it aught seem 
•hat three no trump is automatic. 
However, with two secondary hda< 1 
ors in partner's first- hid suit, a an- 
glcton m his second and an ac e, a 
spade contract could easily be your 
best spot. Bid three sputa) and 
await developments. 


m 



TO DARWISH KHALILI 
SONS CO. 


Maltrans Emirate s 
Q.C.C. Amman 


offer their warm congratulation on your 
being elected the sole agent for JVC int’l. 
None could do more &work harder 

/■ t0 v 

f Gain the honor of your 

I achievement 

(Wish you every success for the future. 


New Revised 
1995 Edition 



Directory 


Of Jordan 



Available for sale at : 

1 - Intercontinental Hotel Book Shop 

2 - Marriott Hotel Book Shop 

3 - Amra Hotel Book Shop 

4 - University Book Shop , Gardens 

5 - Book Corner, First circle, Jabal Amman 

6 - Orbit tnternationl Marketing Est. 

Publishers 

ORBIT INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Tel. (962)6 688732 
Fax,(962)6 680978 


Price : JD 20 


CINEMA 


TEL- 634144 CINEMA 


TEL 6233238 j CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gary Oldman... in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


Nabila Obeid & Yousef Sfaa’ban 
...in 

Huda & His Excellency the 
Minister 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Week end At 3ernie& 
Part II 

Shows : 1230, 330, 530, 630, 830. 1030 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

On Deadly Ground 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre ’ 

TEL: 625155 


Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

In English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. • ; 
For reservation call 625155 
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ELMONT. New York (R) — 
One of the hopes of the 
creators of the S10 million 
Breeders’ Cup races was that 
battles between American 
and European horses would 
add some kick to a dormant 
rivalry. 

The hope has been partial- 
ly realised by a series of 
European winners in cup 
races run on grass, but never 
before have expectations 
been stronger for a U.S.- 
Europe battle on the dirt 
track than between Cigar and 
Hailing in Saturday’s S3 mil- 
lion classic. 

The race caps the 12th run- 
ning of the seven-race series, 
the richest day of racing in 
the world. 

Cigar, owned by two-time 
breeders’ winner Allen Paul- 
son. has won 11 in a row, 
including smashing grade one 
victories in California and 
New York his last three 
starts. 

Hailing, owned by Sheikh 
Mohammad A! Maktoum, 
another two time breeders’ 
winner, has won eight 
straight including grade one 
victories at York and San- 
downe in Britain. 

Cigar, a 5-year-old who 
likes to stalk the lead then 
rush to the wire with a closing 
burst, can become racing’s 
biggest single season money 
winner with a victory. 

Hailing, a 4-year-old who 
has three wins in the sand at 
Nad A1 Sheba in Dubai, likes 
to rush to the front and hold 
off his rivals in the stretch. 

Paulson and Maktoum 
once owned a Breeders' Cup 
horse together, the erratic 
Arazi, who flopped badly af- 
ter his breeders' victory in 
1991. and they are among a 
group of only five owners to 
win more than one breeders' 


Congo club 
need another 
Houdini act 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Escape specialists Inter 
dub must perform another 
daring act on Sunday if they 
’ hope to reach CAF Cup final. 

The Congolese club con- 
ceded a late goal at home to 
KaJoum Stars of Guinea in 
the first leg of the semi-finals, 
leaving them a steep moun- 
tain to climb in Conakry. 

But Brazzaville-based Inter 
are no ordinary team as a cup 
record of one victory in four 
home matches and two vic- 
tories in three away games 
testifies. 

Inter made a disastrous de- 
but in a competition for 
national championship 
runners-up, losing by two 
goals at home to Petrosport 
only to win by the same score 
in Gabon -and prove more 
accurate in the penatly shoot- 
out. 

Holders Bendei Insurance 
of Nigeria were the next vic- 
tims, falling 2-1 on aggregate 
in the only tie where normal- 
ity reigned with both teams 
winning in front of their own 
supporters. 

In the quarter-finals, goals 
from Edson Mimba and 
Serge- Alain Pady gave Inter 
a surprise 2-0 victory over 
Djoliba in Mali, but they 
almost came unstuck by los- 
ing the return match. 

KaJoum, the first Guinean 
dub to progress beyond the 
first round since the CAF 
Cup was introduced three 
years ago, owe their favour- 
able position to a 82n-minute 
goal from Abdul Sylla Karim. 

I It was the third time 
national player Karim has 
struck, following goals 
against leading west African 
dubs Africa Sports National 
of Ivory Coast and Asante 
Kotoko of Ghana. 

Stars, hoping to become, 
tbe-fiist African cup finalists 
from Guinea for 17 years, 
won both ties on the away- 
goal rule and in between eli- 
minated 1994 runners-up 
Primfriro Maio of Angola via 
a penalty shootout. 

Cicero Daroucha con- 
verted a 73-rd-minute penalty 
kick in Tunisia to give Etoile 
du Sahel a 1-0 advantage over 
Malindi going into the second 
leg on the Indian Ocean is- 
land fo Zanzibar. 


Quality Colour 
llXltl 

Commercial Printers 


Economic 
Press Co. 

CALL 

623278 

FAX 

646111 

130. King Hussein Street 
P. O. Box 6311 
Amman 11118 


In U.S. vs. Europe, Cigar is favoured 


title. 

Paulson is a jet pilot and 
airplane designer prone to 
joking who says his horses 
glare down their opponents, 
and that Cigar has a “helluva 
eye” and adding that his 
horse “is just so bright the 
way he looks around.” 


Maktoum is all business, a 
man who dresses conserva- 
tively and piles winners in the 
United States, Europe and 
the Middle East. He owns 
Balanchine, the European 
horse of the year in 1994, 
and won the Prix de L'Arc 
de Triomphe this year in 


Paris with the now-retired 
Lammtarra. 

The oddsmakers have 
made Cigar a 3-5 favourite, 
the shortest odds in breeders' 
history, and installed Hailing 
at 6-1, but if fbreasts predict- 
ing rain and a sloppy track 
are right anything could hap- 


executive air transport 

the swiss first class airline 


e.a.t 


pen. 

In the $2 million turf Free- 
dom Cry. who was second in 
the Arc to Lammtarra, could 
bring French art dealer 
Daniel Wildenstein his third 
breeders’ crown. He became 
the only European owner to 
win the classic with the 133-1 
Arcangues in 1993. 

But other Europeans — 
Hemado, Carnegie, and Ta- 
rn ure — are given a good 
chance to win a race that 
international entries have 


won five times, and rain that 
softens the course would 
favour them. 

In the SI million mile, also 
on the grass. Britain’s Ridge- 
wood Pearl is the 4-1 
favourite, with three grade 
one victories at the distance. 

The 2-year-old races, the 
SI million juvenile and the SI 
million juvenile is the 4-1 
favourite, with three grade 
and one victories at the dis- 
tance. 

The 2-year-old races, the 


SI million juvenile 3nd the SI 
million juvenile fillies, are 
dominated by leading U.S. 
trainer D. Wayne Lukas, sad- 
dling heavy favourite Golden 
Attraction in the fillies race 
and favourites Hennessy and 
Honour and Glory in the 
juvenile. 

In the SI million sprint. 
Not Surprising, an East Coast 
runner bred in Florida, and 


You and I, who has run in 
both California and Now 
York, are the favourites. 

Lukas, who has won a re- 
cord 12 limes at the cup. also 
has the big favourite in the SI 
million Distaff wiih Serena's 
Song, who shook off a dis- 
astrous 16th in the Kentucky 
Derby and is trying for hc'r 
10th victory of the year in 13 
races. 


EXECUTIVE JET CHARTERS 

AIRCRAFT MANAGEMENT & SALES 

WE FLY YOU SAFELY ON BOARD THE YOUNGEST FLEET OF 
EXECUTIVE JETS 

CHALLENGERS— HAWKER 1000- GULFSTREAMS— EXECUTIVE B727 
FALCON 900- CESSNA CITATIONS 

OUR AIRCRAFT ARE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN 
EUROPE & THE MIDDLE EAST 


TO RESERVE YOUR PRIVATE JET OR FOR FURTHER INFO PLEASE CALL 
EA.T ZURICH AIRPORT TEL. 41-1-803 07 77 FAX. 41-1-803 04 44. 

( TH/S WEEK IN AMMAN TEL OR FAX 711 574 ) 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY - LAND FOR SALE 

1. Piece of land , area 5.900 square metres . suitable for a 
construction investment project , i.e. hospital . school, villa or 
other, located behind the Public Security Department workshops 
& warehouses in the suburb ol Tareq. 

2. Piece of land located at the highest peak in Rabwat Al Zuhoor, 
Lhn Sweiweineh west, overlooking file city of Amman , near Refco 
Housing Project, area 749 sq. ms 

3. Land in Sweiieh , near the entrance to the Royal Palaces , area 
899 sq. m , west of Khilda petrol station. 

Pfease caD the owner - Mr. Abu Wniiccm - Tel 63S7S3 Amman. 


ALQASR HOTEL 

We Would Like To Inform Our Dear Guests 
That AB The Roads Leading To ALQASR 
HOTEL And Its Outlets Will Be Open During 
The ( MENA ECONOMIC SUMMIT ) 


GEORGE AND SAMI KHOURY TRADING CO. 


Importers / Exporters 
and Leading Distributers 
of Food Supplies in Jordan 


‘Welcome fo fondant 

The Delegates to 

Amman MENA Economic Summit 

Oct. 29 - 31, 1995 




CELLAR 

Tel : 689671/2 


JOINT VENTURE 

6,000,000 SQ. M. OF LAND IN AL-AZRAQ 
AREA WITH HIGHWAY FRONTAGE 
IS OFFERED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 

OPEN TO ALL OFFERS. 

TEL 00962-6-682951 
FAX 00962-6-682953 


Lausanne Hotel 
Investment Oportunity 

An accredited investment commercial 

project. 100 rooms, four stars hotel 
currently under construction in Amman 
is seeking an international investor/ 
partner 

For further details and copy of 
feasibility study and inspection of 
sight please call Tel No. 825622 


For further information about the local and 
imported food stuff market in Jordan 

Please call : 7831 1 3 / 782306 / 785672, Fax : 741844 



A. E-JAMAL CO - AND PARTNERS 0 SKS* 


SNOOKER O CUMPUTERS G LIBRARIES ^ 

O SPORT SUPPLIES 

O TENNIS TABLES O BILLIARD - 1 

O LABORATORIES FURNITURE D 

MADE IN JORDAN - WORLD WIDE EXPORT M 1 


JORDAN-AMMAN TEL (00962-6). 891273. SHMEISANI - OPP. COMMODORE HOTEL. 
TEL 695835 FAX. 896956 P.O.BOX 15210 



America’s Favourite Pizza 


GRAND OPENING SPECIAL OFFER 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 


BUY ANY SIZE OF PIZZAWITH 
TWO LARGE COCA COLA AND 
GET IDENTICAL PIZZA FREE. 



Royal Jordanian 
would like to inform 
all distinguished participants in the 
MENA' 95 Economic Summit, 
that Sales & Reservation desks 
have been assigned 
for your convenience 
at the following locations: 

The Regency Hotel 
The Jerusalem Hotel 
The Intercontinental Hotel 
The Royal Cultural Center 
The Housing Bank Commercial Center 


For more information please call 
663527 Or 678321 



AL-Madeena Al-Monawara Str. 
Al-Samah Commercial 
Complex 

TEL: 07927337 
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World Bank says MENA 
economic boost rests on 
eform and private sector 


T? 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) region could res- 
tore economic growth, 
double per capita income 
and reduce unemploy- 
ment by the year 2010. 
provided that close focus 
i? given to indigenous re- 
sources and dependence 
on and ' efficiency of the 
private sector are in- 
creased. according to a 
senior World Bank offi- 
cial. 

“The region has witnes- 
sed a severe slump, a cri- 
sis. But the Middle East 
and North Africa (region) 
has the opportunity to res- 
tore rapid growth and 
double "incomes by the 
>ear 2010,” MENA region 
World Bank Vice Presi- 
dent Caio Koch-Weser 
■told a press conference on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said 
that while the region’s 
economic growth was hin- 
dered by a decrease in 
productivity in the last 10 
years and was also 
adversely affected by fall- 
ing oil prices, the situation 
could be reversed if im- 
mediate action was taken. 

At the press confer- 
ence, Mr. Koch-Weser 
launched a World Bank 
report entitled “Claiming 
the Future: Choosing 
Prosperity in the Middle 
East and - North Africa.” 

“The region has very 
important human, finan- 
cial and physical re- 
sources. It must seize the 
opportunity and reap the 
benefits of those re- 
sources, otherwise the re- 
gion runs the risk of being 
left behind.” Mr. Koch" 
Weser said. 

The 118-page report re- 
views the economic de- 
velopments over the past 
two decades of the MENA, 
region, which stretches 


from Iran to Morocco. 

The report was laun- 
ched on the eve of the 
MENA economic summit 
for it to contribute to de- 
bate at the forum. 

The report underlines 
the negative aspects of the 
last 10 years, which wit- 
nessed the decline of the 
region as the second high- 
est income growth perfor- 
mer to the last. 

But Mr. Koch-Weser 
explained that social in- 
dicators pointed to a re- 
deemable situation. 

Social indicators include 
illiteracy, infant mortality 
and life expectancy. In the 
next 20 years, he said, life 
expectancy should in- 
crease from 60 years to 
over 70, while a current 
average of 40 per cent 
illiteracy could be halved. 

An improvement in 
these social statistics, 
along with the promotion 
of non-oil products and a 
switch to private-sector 
dependence.' could put the 
region on the path to res- 
tore annual economic 
growth to between 3.5 per 
cent and five per cent, he 
said. 

Mr. Koch-Weser also 
emphasised the report’s 
call for more skilled and 
flexible workers and the 
reduction of poverty 
through accelerating eco- 
nomic growth. 

In order to cope with 
population growth. Mr. 
Koch-Weser said the re- 
port revealed the need to 
create 47 million jobs by 
2010. However, the cost 
of reforms to ensure 
necessary economic de- 
velopment and job crea- 
tion was affordable, he 
said. 

“The cost of reforms will 
be manageable if shared with 
the private sector." and if the 
partnership between the 
MENA region and the Euro- 
pean Union and the EU's 
Mediterranean initiative is 
exploited. 


i axing Jordan as an exam- 
ple of one country already on 
the “road of rapid reform." 
Mr. Koch-Weser reminded 
the press of the World Bank's 
announcement last week 
approving the extension of a 
$80 million reform loan to the 
Kingdom. 

“The World Bank has 
approved the next stage of a 
$80 million economic de- 
velopment loan as on-going 
support for Jordan's reform 
efforts," he said. “This de- 
monstrates the success of the 
economic reforms program- 
me and the investor friendly 
climate here." 

The loan agreement will be 
signed on Sunday, the first 
day of the MENA summit. 

The loan is one of three 
loans of around $307 million 
that the Kingdom will finalise 
on the fringes of the summit. 

Last week Minister of Fi- 
nance Basel Jardaneh gave a 
breakdown showing SI 35 mil- 
lion credit from the govern- 
ment of Japan in a “retroac- 
tive" arrangement with the 
International Monetary 
Fund; a $80 million loan also 
from the Japanese govern- 
ment co-financed by the $80 
million loan from the World 
Bank. 

The principle author of the 
World Bank report. Nemat 
Shaft k, said that the report 
also highlights the required 
export growth for doubling 
per capita income. 

“It is a major challenge.” 
said Dr. Shafik." “But with 
flexible firms and employers, 
increased telecommunication 
systems and producers, an 
increase in investments." the 
desired result would be 
attainable. 

But. Ms. Shafik stressed, 
governments would need the 
active population of the pri- 
vate sector. 

"Just one per cent increase 
(in economic growth) would 
mean eight million less poor 
people.” she said. 

Ms. Shafik added that re- 
form costs would benefit 
more people than those who 
suffer, but that governments 
should, in the meantime, pro- 
vide a “cushion” to absorb 
the immediate impact of such 
reforms. 








Technicans at work at the press centre of the Middle East and North Africa economic 
summit (AFP photo) 

Onus is on the private sector 
at Amman economic summit 

Syria, 
Lebanon 


By Mohammad Hasni 

Agence France Presse 


AMMAN — The private sec- 
tor will take centre stage at 
the Amman economic "sum- 
mit as organisers hope new 
business partnerships will be 
forged to boost development 
in the Middle East and help 
shore up the peace process. 

Around a thousand 
businessmen will join 500 
government representatives 
from M rountries at the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit, which 
opens Sunday in Amman. 

Organisers' have declared 
the Middle East "open for 
business" following peace 
agreements between Israel 
and the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan. and say hundreds of 
projects will be on display in 
Amman to tempt potential 
investors. 

Trade leaders have re- 
sponded in kind, they said. 
"The response from the busi- 
ness community has been 
fantastic." said Omaya Tou- 
qan. one of the Jordanian 
organisers of the three-day 
conference. 

He said Amman had had to 
turn down requests from 
many more businessmen hop- 
ing to attend because there 
were not enough places for 
them 

Seventy per cent of private 
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sector representatives travell- 
ing to Amman are from 
Western and Asian coun- 
tries.” Dr. Touqan said. Fif- 
teen per cent are from oil- 
rich Gulf Arab states and the 
remaining 15 per cent from 
various other countries. 

There will be 256 business 
and finance leaders from 
Europe alone, including rep- 
resentatives from companies 
such as the French oil giant 
Total and the Swiss food 
group Nestle. 

“The Amman conference 
will be a unique opportunity 
for the international business 
community to get involved in 
the region." Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Ali Abul 
Ragheb sard. 

Dr. Touqan said the sum- 
mit comes at a timely mo- 
ment as Middle East coun- 
tries are doing their best to 
liberalise their economies 
and introduce large-scale pri- 
vatisation 

“Tnis gives the private sec- 
tor the opportunity to invest 
and means it w ill no longer be 
limited to carrying out 
government-financed pro- 
jects.” he said. 

Hoping to catch the eye of 
investors are Israel. Egypt. 
Jordan and the Palestinians 
who wil: put forward the bulk 
or the projects in Am- 
man 


stay home 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
and Syria are boycotting the 
Middle East and ’North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit this weekend, asserting it 
will help Israel tighten its grip 
on the Arab World and 
weaken the chances of a com- 
prehensive peace settlement. 

However, in Lebanon, 
which aligned its Middle East 
peace policy with Syria's, the 
decision has exasperated 
business leaders and econom- 
ists who regarded the forum 
as a chance for both countries 
to attract investment. 

Privately, they have ex- 
pressed fears that Lebanon's 
absence at the landmark sum- 
mit in Amman will endanger 
its post-war reconstruction 
efforts and undermine its fu- 
ture role in the region. 

But there is little they can 
do in the face of official 
hostility to the summit, which 
will attract some 1,500 politi- 
cians and business leaders 
from 63 countries, including 
Arab states, Israel, the Un 

(Continued on page 7) 


1 


U.S., Russia struggle 
to agree on Bosnia 


SARAJEVO f Agencies) — 
The United States and Russia 
struggled to bridge rheir dif- 
ferences «ner a Bosnia peace 
force as a pi.mned Moscow 
meeting of Serbian. Croatian 
and Bosnian Eedaers on the 
eve of Bosnia peace talks was 
postponed. 

The Russian government 
said on Friday the Oct. 31 
meeting would not now take 
place because of President 
Boris Yeltsin's illness. Offi- 
cials said another date would 
be set for the meeting, but 
gave no details. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
was quoted as saying on Fri- 
day that the Russian leader, 
rushed to hospital on Thurs- 
day after n heartattack. 
would be under close medical 
supervision until the end of 
November isee inside). 

Postponement of the Mos- 
cow meeting was not thought 
likely to affect the start" of 
U.S.-sponsored peace talks 
between leaders of Bosnia's 
warring parties in Dayton, 
Ohio on Nov. 1. 

The meeting was always 
seen primarily as an attempt 
to assuage Russia’s concerns 
that it was being sidelined by 
its former cold war adversary 
in the quest for an overall 
settlement in ex^Yugoslavia. 

Of more concern was con- 
tinuing disagreement be- 
tween Washington and Mos- 
cow over the make-up of a 
multinational peace force for 
Bosnia, a key element of a 
complex package of propos- 
als aimed at bringing peace to 
the region after four years of 
conflict. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry met his Rus- 
sian counterpart Pavel 
Grachev on Thursday to try 


to overcome Russian objec- 
tions to its troops serving 
under North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) com- 
mand. and said they had par- 
tially closed a "distinct gap" 
in their positions. 

"At this meeting each side 
clearly and unambiguously 
defined its position as to how' 
Russia could participate in 
the peace implementation 
process in Bosnia." Mr. Per- 
ry said. 

"There was a distinct gap 
berween the two positions on 
how to achieve that goal. 
We’ve had a good 
businesslike discussion for 
the past three hours and suc- 
ceeded in closing that gap 
some, but it’s still not com- 
pletely dosed.” 

Mr. Perry declined to 
answer when asked if Russian 
troops might serve in a civil 
role such as engineering and 
road-building instead of tak- 
ing part in enforcement of a 
peacekeeping agreement. 

Mr. Grachev said during a 
photo opportunity at the start 
of the meeting he was confi- 
dent a settlement could be 
reached. 

“I am sure we will find 
understanding in the end.” 
the burly Russian general 
said. 

In Bosnia itself, four trucks 
driven by civilians drove un- 
impeded past Serb army 
checkpoints and into 
Sarajevo on Friday — the 
first to travel along a Serb- 
held highway west of the 
capital since war began 42 
months ago. 

The U.N. -escorted con- 
voys are pan of a U.N. effort 
to ensure that the 15-day-old 
ceasefire pact is respected* 
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FRCS, FRO Ophth. U.X. 

Senior consultant ophthalmologist 
Former Chairman of the Department of Op hthalmology. 
King Hussein Medical Centre, 

Announces the opening of his private clinic at Dar Al Hikma 
Clinic - Shrreisani --near Safeway entrance. 

Special unit for retinal fluorescein in angiography 
Daily from 8.30 a.m. - 13.30 and 15.30 -18.30 
Tel clinic 666276 - Tel home 814222. 


Mideast 
is ready 
with 
major 
projects 

By Greg Myre 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — The Palesti- 
nians will be seeking billions 
of dollars to finance water 
projects. The Israelis want an 
airport on the edge of the 
Red Sea. Egypt i> to propose 
a regional rail and highway, 
network. 

The Middle East is one of 
the world's least developed 
regions, but that has not kept 
governments from drawing 
up hugely ambitious — * and 
expensive — projects that 
will be unveiled at an econo- 
mic summit that opens Sun- . 
day m Amman. 

In n region where foreign 
investment is limited. 
Mideast states see the confer- 
ence as a rare opportunity to 
speak directly to scores of 
Western businessmen who 
will be among the 2.000 parti- 
cipants from more than 60 
countries. 

However, the pricey prop- 
osals will far exceed the 
amount of money available to 
finance them. 

"It’s unlikely that business- 
men will come with their 
chequebooks." said Khalid 
Masri. senior manager for 
international investment at 
Arab Jordan Investment 
Bank. 

And while some Mideast 
countries have begun to liber- 
alise their economies, many 
investors remain wary of a 
region that’s still known tor 
political uncertainty, exces- 
>ivc red .ape and widespread 
corruption. 

Unless governments in the 
Middle E'ast speed up the 
pace of economic reform, 
"this region runs the risk of 
being left behind.” Caio 
Koch-Weser. vice president 
of the World Bank's Middle 
East-North Africa region, 
told a news conference 
Thursday. 

The Amman conference is 
a followup to a similar 
gathering in Casablanca. 
Morocco., a year ago. Orga- 
nisers say there will be less 
political rhetoric at this year's 
conference and more face-to- 
face business activities, 
although they caution that 
this will not necessarily result 
in signed contracts. 

All is made possible by the 
Middle East peace process, 
which since 1993 has been 
Israel sign peace agreements 
with the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan. 

Jordan, the host country, 
plans the propose 27 projects 
costing an estimated $3.5 bil- 
lion. The private sector has 
its own list of 136 proposals 
with an estimated price tag 
$1.2 billion. 

Perhaps the most ambi- 
tious plan calls for linking the 
electric power grids of Egypt. 
Jordan. Israel and "the 
Palestinians. 

Egypt is sending six gov- 
ernment ministers who "will 
have a detailed proposal to 
connect regional rail and 
highway networks. The 
Palestinians have focused on 
their water needs, the prop- 
osals that would run into the 
billions .of dollars. 

Israel appears to have the 
biggest wish list of all. 

A government publication 
Iput together for the confer- 
ence is hundreds of pages 
long and lists 218 separate 
proposals, ranging from 
fibre-optic telecommunica- 
tions systems to preventing 
desertification. 

Estimated cost: $24.7 bil- 
j lion. 


Italy’s 
old guard 
sentenced 

MILAN (R) — A Milan 
court on Friday sentenced 
two former prime ministers, 
Bettino Craxi and Amaldo 
Forlani. and the leader of the 
Northern League to jail 
terms on corruption charges, 
judicial sources said. 

The so-called Enimont 
trial, which began 16 months 
ago. put Italy's old political 
elite and their business 
associates in the dock. The 22 
defendants, all found guilty, 
included the heads of Italy’s 
old ruling parties and league 
leader Umberto Bossi. 

Other big names convicted 
included former Foreign 
Minister Gianni de Michclis 
and former Justice Minister 
Claudio Martclli. 
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Housewives call 
for pay at world 
congress 

Bl’HNOS AIRES (R) - 
Housewives began thcii 
first world congress 
Thursday with demands for 
more respect and laws 
granting them a cut of thcii 
husbands' paychecks. After 
standing at attention as an 
Argentine Air Furor baud 
played the anthems of all 
12 countries represented, 
delegates heard an impas- 
sioned defence ol’ hou*- 
wiferv in a world they say 
often' values working 
women more highly. “A 
housewife’s role is a role of 
transmission ot life, of cul- 
ture and values. It is a 
human role to bring up 
one's own children, edu- 
cate them, help the old and 
look after the welfare of 
.all.” said Tina Leonzi. pres* 
idem of the recently 
formed Inter Continental 
Union of Housewives 
More than 150 members of 
mainly conservative house- 
wife 'groups from Latin 
America and Europe jeued 
in for the meeting, which 
the Argentine hosts hope 
will start a campaign to 
recognise house manage- 
ment as a profession. 

Bill gives Hillary a 
whistle for 48th 
birthday 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton gave 
first lady Hillary Clinton a 
whistle for her 48lh birth- 
day Thursday, no ordinary * 
blower but one shaped like 
a woman, holding the 
world* above her head. At u 
small birthday parry in the 
White House Rose Garden, 
the president explained 
what had inspired this gift, 
the president explained < 
what had inspired this gift, 
suitable for wearing around 
the neck. The design 
reminded him of his wile, 
“because she is always 
doing something for 
women around the world ” 
said the first lady’s 
spokesman. Neil 

Lattimore. Mr. Laiu more* 
said Hillary Clinton hatkg 
received three other gifts ' 
from her husband: of an 
undisclosed nature, as well 
as three birthday cards. Mr. . 
Clinton only showed the i 
gathering two of the cards, j 
but reddened when his wife j 
mentioned the existence of • 
: a third. “I guess 1 will have j 
to save it for my memoirs, 
she said. The first lady then 
left for New York, where 
she was to visit a breast 
cancer research centre. The 
first couple spent the after- 
noon together. “We gave 
the president of the United 
States the afternoon off so 
he could enjoy Mrs. 
Clinton’s birthday.” said 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry. Bill 
Clinton turned 49 in 
August. 

Saldivar gets life 
in prison for 
Selena murder 

HOUSTON (R) — A jury- 
sentenced Yolanda Saldivar 
to life in prison Thursday 
for the murder of Tejano 
singing star Selena. It was 
the maximum possible 
punishment under Texan 
law and meant that she 
would spend at least 30 
years behind bars before 
being eligible for parole. A 
stunned Saldivar hung her 
head and wept quietly 
when Judge Mike 
Westergren read the sen- 
tence. Sbi* shook her head 
“no" when he asked if she 
had anything to say. Ms: 
Saldivar’s elderly parents; 
who hud pleaded with the 
jury to show leniency, cried 
out and sobbed loudly in 
the quiet courtoom. Ms. 
Saldivar, 35, the founder of 
the singer's fan club und 
manager of her clothing 
boutiques, fatally shot 
Selena Quintanilla Perez 
on March 31’ in a Corpus 
Christi, Texas mote- 
Prosecutors charged that- 
she gunned the Grammy^ 
Award-winning singer 
down after Selena fired her 
for allegedly embezzling 
from the boutiques 





